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fender the following conciſe 
Account of every Article in 
the Druggi/t's and Apothecary's Bu- 
ſineſs, uſeful ; I am ſenſible that to 
give it the Weight without which 
it will, though ever ſo good, want 
Authority, there is required ſome 
Name of Credit: Now, as my own 

is too inconſiderable, and too little 
known, I have preſumed to addreſs 
myſelf to you, requeſting that after 
Peruſal of theſe Sheets, you, who 
cannot be miſtaken in their Contents 
and who cannot be ſuppoſed partial 

to a Perſon of my mean Condition, 


and a Stranger, will be pleaſed to 


| fpeak of them as they deſerve, whes 


ther that be good or ill. ＋ꝙ4 9 


(Ile 
contrary, if the Book be Tound uſe- 
ful and capable of giving true In- 

ſtruction to Youth, and of refreſh- 
ing the Memories of others, your 
5 candid Declaration in its Favour, 
will eſtabliſh for it a Reputation no 
CTCenſure can overthrow, 

It is with this Motive alone, I ad- 
dreſs it to You ; and being ſenſible 
that it is a Crime to detain you a Mo- 
ment unneceſſarily from that Good 
others reap from your long Studies, 
I moſt humbly take my Leave. 


J am, with true Reſpect, 


3 | Your moſt obedient Servant, 


3 RICHARD Goapz. 


PREFACE. 


S I have no Deſire of claiming to 
myſelf any more Merit in this 
Book than what belongs to me, I frank- 


ly acknowledge, that it is no other than 


a Tranſlation of a Latin Manuſcript, 


which was given me by Dr. James Car- 


rol, taken from the Moutꝭ of the great 
Profeſſor Boerhaave, in a Courfe of 
Lectures: The which, with his Per- 
miſſion, at his Return to Britain, I in- 
tend ſhall ſee the Light in its ow! na- 


tural Dreſs. 
It will be feen by that, how little De ' 


A i  ſert, more than Induſtry, and a faithful 


Regard to the Senfe of the Original is 

mine, in this Publication; yet that I 

may not take from myſelf what little 

may be due, I ſhall, with the Reader's 

Permiſſion, recount to him, what I have 

done in this Matter ; the which, —_ 
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PRE RA CE. 


J fear it is ſmall in the Profit, has not 
been little in the Labour. 

In the firſt Place I have compared 
what is here written, with all ſuch Au- 
thors as have, been eſteemed excellent on 
the ſame Subject, particularly Geoffrey 
Lemery, Pomet, Dale, Tournefort and 
Linnæus: And to the Honour of my 
Author, I may affirm, that I have not 
once found him deficient in any Thing 
they knew, ſave the particular Method 
and Characters of Linnæus, which have 


nothing to do with the material Part of 
ſuch a Work. | 


V1 


Next, as it was written from Lectures 


delivered in Holland, it was fitted to 
that Country : Now, as I was about to 
publiſh it here, I have in this accom- 


madated it wholly to the Exgliſh Soil; 


declaring what Drugsare Native of Eng- 
land, not what are natural to that Coun- 
try, which would be of no Uſe to the 
Engliſh Reader ; and in this having ta- 


\ ken for my Guides, with Reſpect to the 


Minerals, Dr. Woodward's Catalogue ; 
and for the Animals, Mr. Ray in his 
two excellent Works, his Synopfis of 


PREFACE vii 


Quadrupedes and of Engliſb Plants, 1 
hope I have been ſafe from Error. 

Laſtly, As ſome few Drugs have been 
added to the Practice of Phyſick, ſince 
the Time of reading thoſe Lectures; 
and as there are ſome particular Plants 
of our own Growth, which though 
much uſed here, are not known in o- 
ther Countries, I have fet them down 
in their Places. | 

This is what I have done in this 
Work, hoping to preſent to the World, 
a uſeful, though ſmall Treatiſe, and to 
recommend my own Induſtry and Ap- 
plication in the Study of my Buſineſs, 
to thole among whom I am about to 
ſet up in the Place of my Nativity. I 
hope it will be ſaid of me in London, 
that I am not unqualified for the Pro- 


, feflion of a Druggiſt, and I ſhall carry 


down with me as a Teſtimonial, the 


Marks of that good Opinion, if I may 
be ſo happy as to obtain it from theſe 
my Labours. 


Biſbopſgate-Street, R. Goade. 


December 2, 1754. 
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BOERHAAVE's 
Materia Medica Sc. 


J AB 


A. Fir. A Garden Tree, Native 

of Germany, the Tops of which are fold 

3 in our Markets. It is diſtinguiſhed by the 

| Name of the Silver Fir, or Yew-leaved Fir. 

| 7 Theſe Tops are to be uſed freſh, and are 

x 1 good in Diet Drinks agi t the Scurvy. A 

Quarter of a Pound is the Quantity for a 
Gallon, 


ABROTANUM MAS. Southernwood, 
A Garden Plant, Native of Tach, the young 
\ Shoots of which are ſold in the Mar- 

kets. They are beſt uſed freſh, in Infuſion 
or Conſerve, and are good againſt Worms, 
B and 
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and Obſtructions of the Viſcera. Two 
Ounces are enough for a Quart Infuſion. 


APROTANUM FAMINA. Laven- 
der Cotton. A Garden Plant, Native of /aly, 
the Tops and Flowers of which are brought 
to Markets. The Tops are beſt uſed freſh, 
the Flowers dry'd. Two Ounces of the 
Tops make a Quart of Infuſion ; *tis good 
in Obſtructions of the Menſes. Ten Grains 
of the Powdered Flowers is a Doſe againſt 
Worms. 


ABSINTHIUM. Wormword. A wild 
Plant, brought entire to Market. The 
Whole together, or the Leaves, or Flowers 
are uſed. The firſt in Diſtillation, and to 
burn for Aſhes; the laſt for Powder. From 
the Diſtillation 4s made an Oil, uſed exter- 
nally againſt Worms. The Salt made from 
the Aſhes is given with Juice of Lemons, 
Half a Dram for a Doſe in Fevers and Vo- 
mitings : The Powder of the Flowers is 

good 
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good againſt Worms inwardly. The Doſe 
is ten Grains, 


ABSINTHIUM ROMANUM, Roman 
Wormnwood. A Garden Plant, Native of 7taly, 
and brought entire to Market. The dried 
Leaves are uſed in Decoction or Infuſion, 
and the freſh Tops made into Conſerve. 
Half an Ounce is enough to a Pint in the 
firſt : The Doſe of the other is two Drams, 
Both have the ſame Virtues ; they ſtrength- 
en the Stomach, and open Obſtructions of 
the Viſcera. They often ſell the white-leaved 
Sea-wormwood under the Name of Roman 
Wormwood, but it is inferior to it in Fla- 
vour and in Virtues, 


ACACIA. Acacia Juice. An inſpiſſated 
Juice, like Liquorice Juice, blackiſh, hard; 
and of an auſtere Taſte. It is brought from 
the Eaſt, and is made by boiling down a 
ſtrong Decoction of the unripe Pods of the 


Acacia Tree, the ſame from which Gam A. 


rabic is obtained: When freſh and good it 
B 2 | iS 
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is yellowiſh within, and ſomewhat tough. 
It is an Aſtringent. The Doſe is a Scruple, 
but is little uſed, | 

What is called the German Acacia, is a 
dried Juice ef the ſame Kind, made, in the 
ſame Manner, from the unripe Fruit of the 
common Sloe: It has the ſame Virtues. 


ACAJOU. Cafhew-Nut The Ker- 
nel of a Fruit, but ſingular in its Growth : 
It is not contained within it, but hangs 
from the End naked. It is of the big- 
neſs of a Garden Bean, and of the Shape 
of a Kidney. It contains a white Eſculent 
Subſtance within a double Rind, between 
the two Parts of which is a reticular Sub- 
ſtance, in which is lodged a Cauſtick Oil. 

It is brought from America. The Fruit 
to which it belongs, is of the Bigneſs of a 
Pear. | 

When perfect, the white inner Part is 
ſound, and the Juice is viſible between the 
Skins. 


he 


Is BY _ 
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The white Kernel is eatable, ſweet, and 


nouriſhing. The Oil from between the 
Skins is Cauſtick. It takes away Freckles, 


but will flay the Face if it be not uſed with 


Caution, 


ACETOSA. Sorrel. A wild Plant, 
brought entire to Market, and to be uſed 
freſh. The Leaves may be eaten, or made 
into Conſerve, and are good againſt the Scur- 


vy. The Seeds are accounted aſtringent, 
but little uſed. The Root alſo is aſtringent. 


ACETOSELLA. uad. Serre. A lit- 


tle wild Plant, called alſo Lula; brought 


entire to Markets. The Leaves are uſed 
in Conſerve, and are cooling and deobſtru- 
ent. Both this and the other loſe their Vir- 


tue in drying. 


ACHATES. Agate. A Stone found 
in the Eaſt Indies, and employed in Toys, 
The Kind which is ordered by antient Wri- 
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ters, to be uſed in Medicine, is brown with 
whitiſh Veins. 

It is recommended as a Diuretick, and 
particularly in the Gravel. It is to be heated 
red hot, quenched in cold Water, and then 
levigated. The Doſe is half a Dram; but 
it is not uſed in the preſent Practice. 


ACORUS. Sweet Flag. A pale Root, 
tough, light, and of a fragrant Smell, and 
aromatic Taſte, It is brought from the 
warm Countries; but we have the Plant in 
England. When in perfection it is firm, 
dry, and fragrant. 

The Plant has Leaves like Flags, and a 
Catkin of Flowers; and grows in wet 


Places. 
It is a Cordial and Deobſtruent ; it pro- 


motes the Menſes. It is given in Infuſion, 
half an Ounce to a Pint of Water; or in 
Powder, eight Grains for a Doſe. 


ACORUS ADULTERINUS. Baſtard 


Acorus, The Root of the common yellow 
Water 
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Water Flag Flower, or yellow Iris. It is 
called alſo the common Acorus. We have 
it brought freſh to the Markets. It is an 
Aſtringent, and may be given in Powder, 
or Decoction. A Scruple is a Doſe of the 
Powder; an Ounce to a Quart of Water 
makes the Decoction. 

It is a good Medicine, but quite different 
from the other in Form and Qualities. It 
is thick, reddiſh, and irregular, without 
Smell, and of an auftere Taſte, 


ADAMAS. Diamond. A Stone found 
in the Eaſt, and in the Brazils, and ſuffi- 
ciently known in Ornaments. 

It has been recommended as a Cordi- 
al; and by others as a Diuretick. The 

firſt ſeems to have been merely a fanciful 
Opinion, the other has no more Founda- 
tion, than in its Reſemblance to. Chryſtal. 

If there were any Probability of its being 
ever uſed this Way, one would recommend 
careful Levigation; for in coarſe Powder 
it would be dangerous. 

B 4 ADI- 
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ADIANTHUM. Maiden - Hair. A 


Plant brought entire from France and J- 
taly, and kept by the Druggiſts. Ir is 
that of which the Capillaire Syrup is made, 
and is beſt taken in that Form ; for it loſes 
its Virtue in drying. They make that Sy- 
rup from an Infuſion of the freſh Plant 
with pure Honey, and it is a very good 
Pectoral. | 


ADIANTHUM ALBUM. White Mai- 
den- Hair. A little Eugliſb Plant, growing on 
old Buildings, and brought entire to the 
Markets. A Syrup of it is recommended 
in Coughs ; but it is inferior to the Syrup 
of Capillaire. | 


ETITES. Eagle- Stone. A roundiſh 
Stone of the Pebble Kind, and of the Big- 
neſs of a Walnut, which has a Hollow with- 
in it, in which there is a ſmaller Stone 
looſe, that rattles on ſhaking. 

We have it among our Gravel ; ſome alſo 
are brought from Germany, and others from 
the Zaſt, which are moſt valued, It 
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It was once in great Eſteem for pro- 
moting Delivery ; ;and it has been recom- 
mended againſt the Gravel. In the firſt 
Caſe it was to be worn about the Perſon ; 
for the latter it was to be calcin'd and levi- 
gated, and the Doſe was half a Dram: 
The firſt is laughed out of the World as 
ſuperſtitious ; in the other its Virtues are 
the ſame with thoſe of Chryſtal. 


AGARICUS. Agarict. A Fungus of an 
irregular Shape; thick, tough and whitiſh. 
We have it from J1taly and France, where 
it grows on the Larch Tree. In Perfec- 
tion it is perfectly white within, of a diſa- 
greeable and nauſeous Taſte, light but 
found, and covered with a yellowiſh Skin. 

It is a Purge, but a very nauſeous one, 
and very diſagreeable in its Operation. A 
large Doſe is required, and it gripes; ſo 
that it is now rejected. 


AGNI CASTIBACCE. The Chaſte-Tree 
Berries, A.\mall round rough Fruit, like Pep- 
B 5 per 
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per Corns; kept by the Druggiſts. We 
have them from France and Ttaly; and in 
Perfection they are light, dry, and firm, 
of a diſagreeable Taſte, and but little Smell. 
They are the Fruit of a Shrub, kept in 
our Gardens, but Native of warmer Parts 
of Europe. They have been celebrated for 
{ſuppreſſing venereal Deſires ; but are now 


- . neglected, 


AGRIMONIA. , Agrimony. A wild 
Plant, with Spikes of yellow Flowers ; 
brought entire to the Markets. 

It is beſt uſed freſh, and and the Tops 
before it lowers, contain moſt Virtue. They 
are beſt given in Conſerve. It is an Aftrin- 
gent, and is good in the Diabetes. Apri- 
mony is one of our common Herbs, not 
ſo much regarded as it deſerves. 


ALABASTRITES. Alabaſter. A Stone 
frequent in the Quarries of Zgypt, and 
found alſo in 7taly. bright, gloſſy, of a 
looſe Grain, and eafily beaten to Powder. 
In 
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In Perfection it is white and firm, for with 
keeping it becomes duſky on the Outſide, 
and crumbles. 

It was uſed by the old Phyſicians as a 
Styptick and Aſtfingent. In the Eaſt it is 
at this Time given as a Diuretick. What- 
ever Virtues the Jews-Stone, and Oftracites, 
(Remedies very celebrated in ſome Authors,) 
have, this poſſeſſes, for they have their 
Form by Accidents ; the Subſtance is near- 
ly the ſame in all. : 

It is to be levigated, and given half a 
Dram for a Doſe. 


ALKEKENGI. Winter Cherry. A Fruit 
kept by the Druggiſts; roundiſh, red, of 
the Bigneſs of a ſmall Cherry, and contain- 
ed in a ſkinny Huſk like a Bladder. 

We have it from France and Taly. The 
Plant is common in our Gardens, but the 
Fruit does not ripen ſo perfectly, or ac- 
quire its full Virtue here. In Perfection it 
is light, dry, and found; when damp or 
worm-eaten it is to be rejectet. 


It 
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It is a good and a very ſafe Diuretick. 
It is beſt given in a ſtrong Infuſion, two 
Ounces of the Berries to a Pint of Water, 
It is excellent in the Jaundice. 


ALLII RADIX. Garlick. A large 
whitiſh Root compoſed of ſeveral ſmaller, 
and fold in the Markets; The Plant 
is a Native of aby, and is common in 
Gardens. The Root is to be uſed only 
\ freſh, for it loſes its Virtue in drying. It 
is beſt given in Form of Syrup. The freſh- 
eſt and ſoundeſt Roots are to be ſelected, 
and the Syrup made of a ſtrong Infuſion. 
It is excellent in Aſthmas, and other Diſ- 
orders of the Lungs; it has been greatly 
celebrated againſt peſtilential Fevers, but 
it is not now much uſed to that Purpoſe. 


ALOE. Ales. An inſpiſſated Juice 
of a Plant, of which we have three Kinds, 
diftinguiſhed by the Names of Socotrine, He- 
patick and Caballine; they are all produced 
from Plants of the ſame Kind, but the firſt 
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from a Species diſtinct from the others. Soco- 
trineAloes is yellowiſh, of an aromatickSmell, 
and bitter Taſte. MHepatick Alces is duſkyer, 
heavier and leſs pure; of an offenſive Smell, 
and very bitter. Caballine Aloes is browner 
than either ; of an abominable Smell, and 
extreamly bitter. The firſt is the Kind 
that ſhould be uſed when Ae is preſcribed. 
The Socotrine Moes is produced from the 
narrow leaved, purple flower'd Aloe Plant. 
The Hepatick and Caballine Moes are both 
made from the common Aloe Plant. All 
the Kinds are made of the Juice of the 
Leaves evaporated by the Heat of the Sun; 
and the Difference between the two latter is, 
that the Juice is firſt ſuffered to ſettle, and 
the Hepatick Ales is made from the clear 
Part, and the Caballine from the Settlings. 
Of all the Kinds, the Socotrine is the 
briſkeſt Purge, and it is to be ufed in all 
the Preparations. where Aloe is ordered 
the Hepatick ſome ule in its Place in theſe, 
but improperly. The Caballine is for Horſes. 
| Sucotrine 
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Socotrine Aloes is an excellent Purge, and 
\ ſtrengthens the Viſcera; it is alſo uſed ex- 
ternally as a Balſamick and Vulnerary with 
great Succeſs. 

The famous Tincture of Hiera Picra is 
made from it; and it is an Ingredient in 
many other Compoſitions. Its Doſe in 
Powder is about five and twenty Grains, 
but it is rarely given in that Form. 


ALTHEAE RADIX. Marſhmallow. 
Root. A long white irregular Root, ſold 
freſh in our Markets, and kept alſo dried: J 
but freſh it has by much the greateſt Virtue. | 

It is the Root of a wild Plant about Salt- 
Water Rivers, and kept in Gardens; the 
Leaves alſo of the ſame Plant are uſed, but 
unneedfully, the Root being much better. 

It is an excellent Diuretick, and is beſt 
given in a ſtrong Decoction; four Ounces 
of the Root may be uſed to a Quart of 
Water, for it has no ill Taſte. 


ALUMEN, 
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ALUMEN. Alum. A Salt obtained 
from certain Earths and Stones, frequent in 
England and other Places. Theſe Earths and 
Stones have an auſtere Taſte, and yield 
the Alum on being boiled in Water. 

The Antients write of Native Alum, but 
it was only Alum formed by a natural E- 
vaporation of Waters, which had before 
paſſed over Beds of Alum- Stone. 

What is called plumoſe Alum, is an Ef- 
floreſcence of Alum in Form of Threads 
upon Stones which contain it. But there is 
frequently kept in the Shops, a Kind of A. 
* manthus under this Name, which is not at all 
allied to Alum, and which it would be I 
dangerous to give in its Place, 

Alum as we meet with it, is in 8 
whitiſh, tranſparent, and of an auſtere Taſte. 
It is a powerful Aſtringent, and excellent 
againſt Hæmorrhages of all Kinds; it is 
uſually given in Pills, mixed with Dragons 
Blood; in this Form it is one of the beſt 
Medicines in the preſent Practice. 


It 
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It may be purified for this Purpoſe, by 
diſſolving it in Water, and ſetting it to 
chryſtallize. When it is melted over the 
Fire, and kept in that Condition, till it be- 
comes a dry, ſpungy Mals, tis called burnt 
Alum. Alum Water is made by diſſolving 
half an Ounce of Alum and as much white 
Vitridl in a Quart of Water. This is uſed 


4 externally. 


AMBRAGRISEA. Ambergreaſe, A 
light, brown, and very fragrant Sub- 
ſtance, kept by the Druggiſts ; about the 
Origin of which there have been various 
Conjectures, but it is at length known to be 
a mineral Bitumen, 

It ouzes out of the Earth at the Bottom 
of the Sea, in ſome particular Places, and 
riſing to the. Surface, becomes hard; and 

is brought by the Operation of the Water, 
Air and Sunſhine, into the Condition in 
which we find it. 

It is the pleaſanteſt of all the Perfumes, 
its Colour is a browniſh grey, and when 

| perfect 
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perfect, it is uniform in the Tinge; the more 
it is ſpotted the worſe. 

It has been found on the Coaſt of Scot- 
land, frequently in the more Northern Seas; 
but what we principally have, is from the 
African Coaſt, or the Eaſt Indies. | 

It is a Cordial of the higheſt Kind, and 
is very powerful againſt Con vulſions, but 
every Perſon cannot bear it: There are 
Conſtitutions all Perfumes offend. 9 


AMETHYSTUS. The Amethyſ, A 
Stone well known among the Jewellers, and 
in Ornaments, and to which great Virtues 
have been attributed as a Medicine : It is 
tranſparent, bright and of a purple Colour, 
from the deepeſt Violet to the * Tinge 
in different Stones. 

The fineſt are from the Baſt Ingies, but 
theſe are very rare : There are many from 
America, and more from Bohemia, they uſu- 
ally grow in Form of large Chryſtals on 
the Inſide of great hollow Stones. 

It 


18 BOERHAAVE's AM. 


It was ſaid to cure Drunkenneſs, and to 
be good againſt Giddineſs of the Head; 
and ſome have more rationally recommend- 
ed it in the Gravel, but in that Caſe it can have 
no other Virtue than that of Chryſtal, and 
it will be better to uſe Chryſtal, as purer. 
The Druggiſts ſell under the Name of Ame- 
thyſts at this Time, Spars and Chryſtals 
tinged red, green, and yellow, by the Vapours 
of the Mines. Theſe are brought from 
Germany. They are not Amethyſts, and it 
might be dangerous to give them ; as many 
of them are found on Experiment to con- 
tain Lead, © 


AMMEOS SEMEN. Biſhop's-weed Seed. 
A ſmall Seed of a reddiſh brown Colour, 
ſtriated, and oblong, flat on one Side, and 
rounded on the other, and pointed at one 
End: The Smell is aromatick, and the 
Taſte bitteriſh, We have it from the Eaſt, 
where it is produced by an umbelliferous 
Plant, with very fine Leaves and white 


Flowers. 
It 


AM. MarTzrra Mevica. 19 
It is good in Cholicks and in Obſtructions 
of the Menſes. | 
There are ſeveral Counterfeits ſold under 
its Name : The Seed of another Kind of 
it called greater Bi/pop's-weed, and diſtin- 
guiſhed by being larger than the right, and 
of a paler Colour; Amomum and Parſley- 
ſeeds, are alſo ſometimes ſold in its Place, Six 
or Eight Grains of the true Ami Seed is a 
Doſe, and it is W in 2 


AMIANTHU S. Earth-Flax. A Mi 
neral Subſtance in Lumps of an Ounce 
or two in Weight, of a greyiſh Colour, 
with a ſilvery Gloſs, and compoſed 1 ſmall 
Filaments. 

We have it from the Eaft, from the Iſles 
in the Archipelago, where plumoſe Mum uſed 
to be found; and it is too often brought 
over under the Name of plumoſe Alum, 
which it in ſome Degree reſembles. 

It has been ſaid to be an Aſtringent, and 
good in Hæmorrhages, but probably thoſe 
who give it this Virtue, confound it with 

the 
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the plumoſe Aum, for it is often called ſo 
in the Shops, though no two Things can 
be more- different. It is of all Minerals, 
one of the laſt a Man would give inwardly, 
for its ſharp Points would be very prejudi- 
cial to the Stomach, | 


 AMMONIACUM SAL. Sal Ammoniac. 


A Chemical Preparation made in the Eaſt, 
but kept by our Druggiſts, and ranked a- 


mongſt Drugs. It is made in Ægypt from 
the Soot of Camel's Dung, Common Salt, 


and Urine ſublimed together; what riſes in 


the Operation is our Sal Ammoniac, and it is 
beſt when cleaneſt and whiteſt, 8 
It is diuretick and ſudorifick; a Scruple 
is a Doſe. It is good in Pleuriſies, and will 
often cure Agues, but it is ſeldom given in 
this State. We have the volatile Salt and 
Spirit of it, alſo the Flowers and dulcified 
Spirit, all which are good Medicines, but 
different from the crude Salt in all Reſpects. 


AMMO- 
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 AMMONIACUM GUMMI. Gum 
Ammoniac. A Gum Reſin of a white, 
yellowiſh or reddiſh Colour; in Drops or 
Maſſes : The white Drops are the pureſt, 
Its Smell is diſagreeable, its Taſte acrid ; it 
burns, and yet diſſolves in Water to a white 
Matter. We have it from the Eaſt, and are 
ignorant what Plant produces it: But from 
Seeds found among it, there ſeems to be a 
Probability that it is of the umbelliferous 
Kind. | 

It is good in Aſthmas and all Obſtruc- 
tions. It is beſt given in Solution, two 
Drams to half a Pint; and it is an Ingre- 
dient in many Compoſitions. 


AMOMUM. The true Amomum. A 
dry Fruit like the ſmall Cardamom, but 
white, round, huſky and light,” with ſmall 
Seeds in the Centre. It is ſometimes in 
Cluſters ten or a Dozen on a Stalk, ſome- 
times looſe and ſingle. The Smell is aro- 
matick, the Taſte acrid, and like Camphire, 
We 
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We have it from China: But it is rare, lit- 
tle uſed, and generally in a State of Decay. 

We know nothing of the Plant which pro- 
duces it : The round Cardamom deſcribed 
by ſome of the botanical Writers being a 
diſtinct Thing. 

Amomum is carminative and cordial, but 
the leſſer Cardamoms are uſed in its Place, 
or the Seed of a wild Plant to be deſcribed 
in the next Article. 


AMOMUM VULGARE. Common A. 
momum. A ſmall, ſlender, ſtriated Seed, of a 
deep brown Colour, and aromatick Smell, 
and of a ſnarp Taſte, with a ſpicy Flavour. 

It is produced by a Kind of Stone Parſley 
common in Hedges: And when firm, freſh 
and ſound, is a good Carminative. Ten 
Grains of it in Powder, is a good Medi- 
cine in Cholicks, and againſt the Gravel. 
It is ordered to be uſed in the Venice Treacle 
and ſome other Compoſitions inſtead of the 


true Amomum. 
| AMPE- 
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AMPELITES. Cannel Coal. A black, 
firm Mineral of the bituminous Kind, re- 
ſembling Jet. It is common in England. 
Toys are turned of it; and in ſome Places 
it is burnt as Coal. {I 

It is ſaid to be good in the Cholick, and 
in internal Bruiſes, a Scruple for a Doſe, 


AMYGDALA... Almonds. An oblong 
Fruit, covered with a hard Shell, and con- 
ſiſting within that of a Kernel with a rough 
Skin over it. Of theſe ſome are ſweet, 
ſome bitter; they are only to be diſtinguiſh- 
cd by the Taſte, for there is no Difference 
in the Tree that bears them. They are Na- 
tives of the warm Parts of Europe. 

The ſweet are uſed in Emulfions for the 
Gravel and in Inflammations of thePaſſages; 
the bitter are given againſt Worms, The 
Oil drawn from bitter Almonds has no Bit- 
terneſs, nor is diſtinguiſhable from that 
from the ſweet. The Cakes left after preſſing 
theſe for the Oil, have been uſed to make 
a Water like Black-Cherry-Water, but this 

when 
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when very ſtrong, is a Poiſon in the Nature 
of Laurel and other ſuch Waters, and is al- 
together diſuſed. 

The Almond Tree is not unlike the Peach 
Tree, and the Fruit has a Kind of fleſhy 
Matter over it, but unpleaſant. 


ANACARDIUM. Anacardium. A dry 
Fruit of the Shape of a Heart, of a purpliſh 
Brown, and containing a white ſweet Ker- 
nel; this is covered by two Rinds, between 
which there is a ſharp Oil as in the Caſhew 
Nut; which it in all Reſpects reſembles. 

We have it from the Philippine Iſlands. 
The Tree which produces it is large, and 
has a Fruit as big as a Quince, purple when 
ripez at the End of which hangs the Aua- 
cardium, there being no Kernel within. 

It is ſuppoſed to be cordial, a Strength- 
ener of the Nerves, and Aſſiſter of Memo- 


ry; but it is little uſed, and ſcarce ever met 
with freſh, 


ANA- 
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ANAGALLIS. Brook Lime. A wild 
Herb brought entire to the Markets, and to 
be uſed freſh, It is a Foot high, the 
Stalk thick, the Leaves roundiſh, and the 
Flowers blue. The Juice is the beſt Way 
of taking it, and is good in Spring, againſt 
the Scurvy : Itis alſo uſed in Diet-Drinks. 


ANAGALLIS RUBRA. Red Pimper- 
nell. A diſtin& Plant though called by the 
ſame general Name. It is a little wild 
Herb in our Corn, with weak ſquare Branch- 
es, and ſcarlet Flowers, and is brought entire 
to the Market. It is to be uſed dry in In- 
fuſion, or the freſh Juice. 

The Juice is ſaid to be good in Conſumpti- 
ons, the Infuſion in Fevers, but it is little us'd. 


ANCHUSA. Altanet. A large, long 
Root of a reddiſh Colour, brought from 
Germany, where they cultivate the Plant in 
Fields for it. It is not unlike our wild 
Bugloſs: only more robuſt, The Root has 

C little 
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little Smell, and is auſtere and rough to 


the Taſte, 

It is a good Aſtringent, it ſtops Fluxes 
of the Belly, and Bleedings. The Doſe is 
twelve Grains in Powder ; but it is oftener 


given in a ſtrong Decoction. 


ANDROꝶSÆE MUM. Tut/an. ' A wild 
Plant brought entire to Market. It is two 
Foot high, the Leaves are like thoſe of Lau- 
rel, and the Flowers yellow, after which 
come purple Berries. 

The young Leaves applied whole are a 
famous Remedy for Wounds. 


ANETHI SEMEN. Dill. Seed. A ſmall 
Seed, of an oval Figure, flat on one Side, 


rounded on the other, ſtriated and ſurround- 


ed with a thin, leafy Rim; it is of a ſtrong 
Smell and acrid Taſte. 
We have the Plant in our Gardens,” and 
it is not unlike Fennel. 
It is a mw 8 and opens Ob- 
. ſtructions, 


AN. MarrRIA Menpica, 27 


ſtructions. The Doſe is ten Grains in Pow- 
der, | 


ANGELICZX RADIX. Angelica Root. 
A long thick brown Root, rough on the 
Surface, light, but firm, of a fragrant 
Smell, and ſharp, but pleaſant Taſte, The 
Druggiſts keep it. 

We have it from Spain. It is the Root 
of the common Angelica of our own Gar- 
dens, but it is more fragrant in warmer 
Countries. We uſe our own freſh, and 
it anſwers the Purpoſe very well, but it is 
much inferior to the foreign when dryed. 

Care muſt be taken the Angelica Root be 
ſound, for it decays quickly, It is cordial, 
ſudorifick, and carminative. 'The Doſe is 
twelve Grains in Powder. | 

The Seeds and the Leaves of the Plant 
are alſo uſed. They are cordial and car- 
minative, and are Ingredients i in many 
Compoſitions 


C 2 ANISI 
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ANISI SEMEN. Aniſced. A ſmall 
longiſh Seed, of a greeniſh Colour, ſtriated, 
and blunt at the Ends, of a ſtrong Smell, 
and acrid ſweetiſh Taſte. We have it from 
the Iſland of Malta, where the Herb is 
cultivated, and whence Europe is ſupplied. 
The Plant is not unlike Parſley, in its Man- 
ner of Growth, but the Leaves are broader 
at the Bottom, and thoſe on the Stalks 
finer. | | 

It is excellent in the Cholick, and works 
by Urine. The Doſe is ten Grains in Pow- 
der. A diſtilled Oil of it is kept, and is ex- 
cellent for the ſame Purpoſes. 


iſe, A Fruit of half an Inch big, and of the 


Figure of a Star. It is compoſed of ſeveral 


Huſks, in each of which is a large ſmooth 
Seed. It does not all reſemble Aniſeed, ex- 
cept in the Smell; and 1s the Fruit of an 
Eaſtern Tree. It has the ſame Virtues with 
our Auſeed, but is little vſed 

ANIME 


ANISUM STELLATUM. Starry A. 
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ANIME GUMMI. Gum Anime. A 
Reſin, improperly ſo called ; hard, dry, 
bitter, of a fragrant Smell, and acrid Taſte, 
and of a reddiſh, browniſh, or green- 
iſh Colour : The Reſin being the ſame un- 
der all theſe accidental Variations. It is al- 
always tranſparent and fine. We have it 
from the Eaſt, whence it comes in large 
Cakes, and we know nothing of the Tree 
which yields it. It is diuretick and balſam. 
ick. A Scruple is given for a Doſe in Ob- 
ſtructions of Urine ; and half that Quan- 
tity diſſolved in the Volk of an Egg, is 
excellent in beginning Conſumptions: But 
Care muſt be taken that the right Reſin be 
uſed. 

Some ſell Copal, to be deſcribed under ity 
Name, for it ; and others confound it with 
an American Reſin called alſo Anime, which 
is whitiſh, and like Frankincenſe, and which 
is good in Ointments and Plaiſters, but has 
nothing of the Virtues of the other. ; 
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ANTIMONIUM. Antimony. A Mine- 


ral of the ſemi-metal Kind, kept by the 


Druggiſts, in large Maſſes of a blueiſh Co- 
Jour, ſtriated and gloſſy where freſh broken. 


They keep it as run from the Ore itſelf, 


which is blackiſh and gloſſy within. Some 
prefer the Ore itſelf, which they call Native 
Antimony, but it is ſafer to uſe the common 
Kind, for there may be Ar/entck in the other; 
Cobalt being mixed with ſome Ores of Au- 
timony. 

Crude Antimony in Powder, a Scruple for 
a Doſe, is excellent in cutaneous Diſorders ; 
it muſt be taken for ſome Time. Ir is * 
ſo good in Epilepſies. 
But Antimony is moſtly uſed in the n 
Preparations made from it by Chemiſtry. 

The Sulphur of Antimony, made by Fu- 
ſion with Tartar and Mitre, is diaphoretick. 

The Crocus of Antimom, called Crocus 
Metallorum, made of Antimony and Nitre, 
is in its rough State uſed for Horſes ; after 
waſhing, the emetick Wine is made of it. 

What 
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What is called Tartar Emetick, is made 
of Cream of Tartar and Crocus of Antimony, 
both this and the former are Vomits, but 
they are ſo rough they are rarely uſed, 

The diaphoretick Antimony, now called 
Calx of Antimony, made from Antimony and 
Nitre, is a Sudorifick, and Sweetener of the 
Blood. 

The Aniimonial Cauſtict, made from core 
roſive Sublimate and crude Antimony is uſed 
to eat away fungous Fleſh. 

The Cinnabar of Antimony, made by Sub- 
limation from the Remains of the laſt named 
© Mixture, is ſudorifick, and good in nervous 
D.iſeaſes. 


APARINE. Cleavers. A wild Plant 
brought entire to the Markets, and uſed 
freſh in Spring for the Juice. It grows in 
our Hedges, and has the Leaves like a Star 
at the Joints ; it ſhould be gathered when 
half grown. The Juice is good againſt the 


Scurvy. 


C46 APII 
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APII RADIX. Smallage Root. A long, 
thick, white Root, of a ſtrong Smell and 
acrid Taſte, brought freſh to the Markets. 

It is the Root of a wild Plant common 
by Ditches, with Leaves not unlike Parſley, 
but bigger, and little Cluſters of white 
Flowers. 

It is diuretick, and is beſt given in a 
ſtrong Decoction. The Seeds of the ſame 
Plant are uſed; and are carminative, and 


good in Cholicks. 


AQUA MINERALES. Mineral Wa- 
ters. Of theſe there are ſeveral Kinds diſ- 
tinguiſhed according to the Places from 
which they are brought, and different in 
the greateſt Degree in their Virtues. They 
may be arranged under four diſtinct Heads, 
according to the Subſtances with which 
they are impregnated, or which they con- 
tain. 72 | 

Some are impregnated with metalline Par- 
ticles; ſome with ſaline; ſome with ſulphu- 


reous; and ſome contain Spar or Earth. 


Spar 


* 
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Spar indeed is contained in all Water, but it 
does not bring it under the Denomination of 
Medicinal, unleſs it be in a certain Degree. 

Among the Waters impregnated with Me- 
tals are to be reckoned thoſe which have 
their Virtues from Copper and from Iron: 
The Coppery Waters are emetick, and un- 
ſafe for inward Uſe; thoſe which have their 
Virtues from Iron, are diſtinguiſhed by the 
Name of Chalybeate, and are frequent and 
of celebrated Virtues in Chronic Caſes. 

Among the Waters impregnated with ſa- 
line Particles, the principal are thoſe which 
have a Salt of the Nature of Glauber's Salt 
in them, and which purge : All the purging 
Waters about London are of this Kind. 

The ſulphureous Waters are frequent in 
Ttaly, and many other Parts of Europe, prin- 
cipally where there is Sulphur in Abundance 
under the Earth, and they are good in Diſ- 
orders of the Lungs, and wherever the Sul- 
phur itſelf is proper. „ 

Laſtly, The ſparry or Earthy Waters have 
their Virtues in the ſame Manner, which 

V2 are 
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are the ſame with thoſe Subſtances. The 
ſparry Waters are all diuretick, as Spar is; 
and as the Earths taken up by Waters are 
generally of the aſtringent Kind, thoſe are 


alſo aſtringent. Of both theſe Kinds there 


are many in England, though not enough 
regarded. 


ARBOR VITE. Tree of Life. A low 
irregularly growing Tree, with a reddiſh 
Bark, and flattiſh, deep green Leaves, of a 
ſtrong and diſagreeable Smell when bruiſed, 

It is a Native of warmer Climates, but 
we have it in our Gardens. 

The freſh Leaves are 2 in 
Aſthmas, but they are rarely uſed. 


ARGENTUM. Silver. A Metal well 
known in common Uſe, but little in Me- 
dicine. It is found pure and native in the 
Earth in ſome Places; in others mixed with 
the Ofes of Lead. and other mineral Sub- 
ſtances ; beaten intoLeaves, it is uſed to co- 
ver Boluſes. The Preparations from it are 


be 
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the Chryſtals made by ſetting a ſtrong So- 
lution of it to chryſtallize,; and the Lunar 
Cauſtick made from an evaporated Solution 
of the ſame Metal, or from the melted 
Chryſtals. Both are Cauſticks but they 
are little uſed. 

A Solution of Silver in Agua Fortis, ſtains 
Agate : The Figures made by Art in thoſe 
Stones are done by covering the Surface with 
Wax, cutting the intended Figure through 
the Wax, and pouring on the Solution, 
which penetratcs into the Stone. 


ARGENTUM VIVUM. Quichſilver. 
A fluid Semi-Metal, found ſometimes na- 
tive and pure, oftener in Form of Cinnabar 
or other Ores. Factitious Cinnabar is an ar- 
tificial Mixture of Sulphur and Quick/itver ; 
Native Cinnabar is a natural Mixture of the 
ſame Ingredients. We have it from Spain, 
Hungary, and the Eaſt, as alſo the Ruick/il- 
ver Native or obtained from it. h 

Taken in its crude or native State is 


excellent againſt Obſtructions, an Ounce 
or 
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or two for a Doſe: Large Quantities are 1 
ſometimes given in obſtinate Obſtructions fl 
N 


of the Bowels, but it is a deſperate Prac- 
tice. Externally mixed into Ointments it 
cures the Itch, and other cutaneous Foul- 
neſſes; and will raiſe Salivation. 

The Preparations of it kept in the Shops, 
are numerous and of great Virtue, Fadliti- 
ous Cinnabar, made by ſubliming 2uick/ibver 
and Sulphur. Athiops Mineral, by grinding 
Quicgſilver and Sulphur together. Corraſive 
Sublimate, made by ſubliming Quickfilver 
Mitre, Vilriol, and Sea-ſalt. Mercurius Dulcis 
or Calomel, made by ſubliming ſeveral Times 
Crude Mercury and Corrofive Sublimate. Cal- 
cined Meroury, made by keeping Quick/ilver 
over a {mall Fire till it becomes a reddiſh 
Powder. White Precipitate, made by diſ- 
ſolving Corrofive Sublimate and Sal Ammoni-. 
ac in Water, and precipitating with Oil of 
Tartar. What is called Red Pricipitate, 
made by evaporating a Solution of Quick/I- 
ver in Aqua Fortis: nd Tarpeth Minerale, 
made by evaporating a Solution of Quichſl- 

[ | Ver 
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ver in Oil of Vitriol, and pouring on Water. 
All theſe are powerful Medicines, but they 
muſt be given with Caution. 

Crude Quichſilver for internal Uſe ſhould 
be reduced from Cinnabar; and Sophiſtica- 
cations are ſo common, every one ought to 
do it for himſelf. 


ARISTOLACHIX RADIX. Birth- 


wort Root. Four Kinds of Birthwort Roots 


are mentioned by Writers; two are kept in 
the Shops, theſe are the long and the round, 
the two neglected, are the Clematite and ſmall. 

The long and round are both brown on 
the Outſide, and yellow within, of a diſa- 
greeable Smell, and bitteriſh Taſte; the 


Plants which afford them' are Natives of 


Germany, we have them in Gardens. The 
Roots are apt to be worm-eaten and good for 


nothing. They have both the ſame Virtues : 


they promote the Menſes, and are ſaid to be 
good in Diſorders of the Lungs ; but are 


not much uſcd. 
* 


ARME- 
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by that Name. It is an Ochre of Copper, 
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ARMENUS LAPIS. Armenian Stone. 
An Earth found in the Eaſt, and ill called 


as the yellow Ochre is of Iron. It has been 
been given as a Vomit: Four Grains are a 
Doſe, and it operates inſtantaneouſly; but 
it is ſcarce at all uſed. 


ARSENIC UM. Arſenick. A Chemical 
Preparation made in Germany, and kept by 
our Druggiſts. It is properly the Flowers 
of Cobalt, a poiſonous Mineral found in 
many Parts of Europe, and affording alſo the 
fine blue Subſtance called Smalr. The Co- 
balt is burnt in a reverberatory Furnace, 
and the Flowers or Soot collected from its 
long Chimney, make Ar/enick. From the 
Remainder of the Cobalt, .Smalt is made, 
by adding Sand and Pot-aſh, and running 
all into a Kind of Glaſs of a deep Blue. 

The Soot of the Cobalt ſublimed alone, 
makes the common White Arſenick , Yellow 
Arſenick. is made by adding Sulphur to the 
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Soot before Sublimation, and the Red by 
adding Sulphur and the Scoriz of Copper. 
They are all Poiſons, and of no Uſe what- 
ſoever in Medicine: The Deaths that have 
been occaſioned by them, ſhould incur a ſe- 
verePenalty on whoſoever ſold or kept them. 


ARTEMISIA. Muzwort. A tall Plant 
ſomewhat like Wormwood, brought entire 
to the Markets. It is wild in moſt Places, 
It has the Credit of being good in hyſterick - 
Complaints ; but it is little uſed. 


ARI RADIX. Aram Root. A round- 
iſh, irregular Root, brought freſh to the 
Markets : It loſes its Vertue in drying. 
it is white covered with a brown Rind, and 
of a very acrid Taſte. It is the Root of 
that Plant, Children call Lords and Ladies, 
common in Hedges. | 

It is good in the Scurvy, and to open Ob- 
ſtructions; it is alſo diuretick. The freſh 
Root bruiſed and laid on the Tongue will 


ſometimes recover the Speech in Palſies. 
ASARI 
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ASARI RADIX. Aſarum Root. A 
long, ſlender, brown Root, ot a diſagree- 
- able Smell and ſharp Taſte, We have it 
from Germany; the Plant that affords it is 
common in our Gardens. It is beſt dried, 
but muſt not be very old. In a Doſe of 
twenty Grains, it works by Vomit, in a 
ſomething ſmaller, by Stool; and it is given 
as an Alterative in leſſer Quantities. It is ex- 
cellent in Stoppages of the Menſes, and Ob- 
ſtructions of the Viſcera. Freſh it is too vi- 
olent. In theſe ſmall Doſes it goes off by 
Urine, and does great Good. 


RADIX ASPARAGI. Aſparagus Root. 
A Root brought freſh to the Markets, long, 
lender and brown. It is the Root of the 
common Aſparagus eaten at our Tables. It 
is beſt given in a ſtrong Infuſion, and it 
works powerfully by Urine, and is excel- 
lent in Obſtructions of the Viſcera. 


ASA FCETIDA. Ala Fætida. A Gum 
Reſin of a moſt offenſive Smell, and acrid 
dila- 
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diſagreeable Taſte, whitiſh ſtained with pur- 
ple, and often with yellowiſh ; in large 
Lumps, irregularly form'd, and eaſily grow- 
ing ſoft, with the Warmth of the Hand. 

We have it from Pera and the Eaſt-In- 
dies. Itis produced by wounding the Root 
of a large umbelliferous Plant with Leaves 
like the Piony. 

It is excellent in hyſterick and nervous 
Complaints ; andis beſt given in Pills, fix 
or eight Grains for a Doſe. Its Tincture 
with Soot is famous for the ſame Uſes. 

ASTERIA. The Star- ftane. A Stone 
of a browniſh Colour, an Inch long, ſlender, 
angulated, and at the Ends marked with 
the Figure of a Star. It is a Part of ſome 
Sea-Animal of the Star- ib Kind, petrified. 
We have it in many Parts of England. 

The Powder of it a Scruple for a Doſe 
has been given in the Gravel; but it is not - 
uſed at preſent. 


ATRIPLEX OLI DA. Stinking Orach: 


A wild Herb of an offenſive Smell, brought 
entire 
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entire to the Markets. It is on excellent 


Cure in hyſterick Caſes; but ſo diſagreeable 


that it is little uſed. A Conſerve made of 
the freſh Tops is the beſt Way of taking it. 

Two Drams is a Doſe, and ſhould be given 
twice a Day. 


AURANTII CORTEX. Orange-Peel. 
The yellow Rind of Seville Oranges, peeled 
carefully from the Fruit, without preſſing. 

It is ſtomachick and cordial. A Conſerve 
made of it freſh, is pleaſant, and is the beſt 


Way of taking it; dried, it is good in bitter 


Infuſions, or may be given in Powder. 


 AURICULAZAZ JUDE. Fews Ears. A 
Fungus brought freſh to the Markets. and 
kept alſo dried by the Druggiſts, but ſel- 
dom found genuine at either. *Tis ſmall, 
hollow, wrinkled, and of a duſky brown. 
It reſembles in ſome Degree an Ear. It 
grows on old Elders. They {ell for it a 

large, e e taken from old Wa- 
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ter-Pipes of no Virtue, The genuine Kind 
is excellent in ſore Throats. 


— 


AURIPIGMENTUM. Orpiment. A 
Mineral of a yellow Colour, brought from 
many Parts of Europe and the Eaſt. The 
fineſt from Turkey, When pure it is in 
Flakes like Mu/covy Talc : Some is in Maſſes 
with Flakes among a dirty Subſtance, The 
firſt is to be preferred. 

Mixed with Lime it is uſed to take oF the 
Hair in Places where it ſhould not grow. 
Whether it be poiſonous, or not, internally 
taken, is diſputed. I believe not. There 
are Accounts of Deaths occaſioned by Or- 
piment, but they ſeem to have miſtaken Zel- 
low Arſenick for Orpiment who gave them. 
If ever uſed, the pure, flakey Kind alone 
ſhould be taken. 

It is the Baſis of the ſympathetick Inks. 
Words are to be written with a Solution of 
Salt of Lead in Vinegar; when dry they 
are not viſible : Over theſe other Words are 


to be written with Ink, made of burnt Cork 
and 
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and Gum-water ; Theſe appear black: A 
Spunge is to be dipt in a Solution of Lime 
and Orpiment in Water: and drawn over 
theſe; on this the laſt writing diſappears, 
and the firſt becomes viſible. 


AURUM. Gold. Well known in the 
World, but of little Uſe in Medicine, ex- 
cept for Oſtentation. Ir is found pure 
in the Earth, in looſe Grains among the 
Sand of Rivers, or in Stones, 

Leaf-Gold was ſuppoſed once to have Vire 
tue, but the Stomach does not act upon it. 
The Powder called Pulvis Fulminans, is on- 
ly a Curioſity, It is made by precipitating 
2 Solution of Gold; and has been ſuppoſed 
Sudorifick, It goes off with a Crack like 
Gunpowder on being heated. Aurum Po- 
tabile, or a Tincture of Gold, has been alfa 
idly called a Medicine; but the preſent 
Practice wiſely rejects both. 
| B. 


BALAUSTIA.  Balaufines. Large 
double PRs - Flowers, kept dry by the 
Druggilts 
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Druggiſts. They have the Appearance of 
a double red Roſe, and ſtand in a thick 
Cup. They have little Smell, and are au- 
ſtere to the Taſte, We have them from 
the warmer Parts of Europe. They are the 
Flowers of the double Pomegranate, which 
bears no Fruit. 

They are aſtringent, and ſttyptick ; they 
may be given in Decoction, but are beſt in 
Powder; they ſtop Purgings, and overflow- 
ings of the Meuſes. 


BALSAMUM CAPIVI. Balſam Capi- 
vi. A liquid Reſin, thin as Oil, of a yel- 
low Colour, a ſtrong Smell, and a ſharp 
and bitter Taſte. It is brought from the 
Braſils, where they obtain it by wounding 
the Trunk of a large Tree of the Siliquoſe 
Kind; in the great Heats. There is an infe- 
rior Kind kept in the Shops, which is whi- 
tiſn, turbid, and of a turpentine Smell 
this is brought from the ſame Place, and is 
made by boiling the young Shoots of the 

| lame 
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ſame Tree, and ſkimming off the Oily Mat- 
ter that ſwims on the Water. 

It is an excellent Balſamick and Aſtrin- 
gent: It is good in the Fluor Albus, and in 
the Weakneſſes left after venereal Com- 
plaints. Forty Drops are a Doſe on Sugar. 


BALSAMUM GILEADENSE. Balm 
of Gilead. A liquid Reſin, of a pale ſtraw 
Colour; tranſparent, of a very fragrant 
Smell, and a hot and bitteriſh Taſte, It is 
ſometimes whitiſh, ſometimes brown, and 
it grows thick with keeping: But in its 
greateſt Perfection, it is thin, clear, and 
and of a pale yellow. We have it from 
the Eaſt, and it is very rare pure and ge- 
nuine. The Sophiſtications of it have 
almoſt baniſhed it from the preſent Practice; 
though, when genuine, it is the firſt and 
fineſt of all Balſams. 

It is excellent in Conſumptions and Ul- 
cers of the Kidneys and bladder; -and in 
the Whites and old Gleets, It may be gi- 


ven on Sugar, or diſſolved with the Volk 
of 
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of an Egg into an Emulſion. it is pro- 
duced by a ſmall Shrub, with Leaves like 


Rue. 


BALSAMUM PERUVIANUM. Bal- 

ſam of Peru. A liquid Reſin, of a duſky 
blackiſh Colour, a very fragrant Smell, 
and a ſharp and bitter Taſte. We have it 
from Peru, where it is obtained by boiling 
the Tops of a ſmall Shrub in Water, and 
taking off the reſinous Matter that ſwims 
on the Surface. The Shrub has Leaves 
like the Peach, and yellow Flowers. 
_ It is excellent in Diſeaſes of the Breaſt 
and Lungs; and it works powerfully by 
| Urine. Six Drops are a Doſe. It may be 
taken on Sugar, or in Emulſion. There is 
alſo a white Kind, obtained by cutting the 
Trunk, 


BALSAMUM TOLUTANUM. Bal- 
ſam of Tolu. A thick Reſin, like Honey. 
It is thin when new, but it ſoon loſes that 
Conſiſtence, It is browniſh, very fragrant, 
and 
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and of an acrid, but ſweetiſh and agreeable 
Taſte. We have it from new Spain. It is 
obtained from a low kind of Pine, by 
wounding the Trunk in the great Heats. 

It is an excellent Pectoral, and a very 
good Medicine in the ſame Caſes with the 
other Balſams. It may be given in Pills; 
but it does beſt in Emulſion, diſſolved in 
the Yolk of an Egg. 

BARDANZAX RADIX. Burdeck Root. 

A long and thick Root, brought freſh to the 

Markets: Brown on the Outſide, and white 
within; unctuous, of little Smell, but of a 
ſweetiſh Taſte, with ſomething auſtere after- 
wards. Itis the Root of the common Bur- 
dock, and is to be uſed freſh. 

It is an excellent Diuretick. It is alſo 
recommended in Diſeaſes of the Breaſt and 
Lungs. It is beſt given in Decoction, which 


as the Taſte is not offenſive, may be made 
ſtrong. 


. ra OW. es RR 


— 


BDEL- 


——̃—v— — 


li 
11 
J 

1 
. 
T 
ts 
1 
'F 
1 
j 
: 
| 

| 
# 


4 & 1 
* 


* 
* 
* 


* 


B E. Marrkia Mepica. 49 


BDELLIUM. Baellium. A Reſin of a 
brown Colour ; tranſparent, fragrant to the 
Smell, in Taſte bitter and acrid, and al- 
ways in ſmall irregular Lumps. We have 
it from the Zaſt, and it frequently comes 
over among Myrrb. The preſent Practice 
ſo much diſregards it, that *tis ſeldom found 
in the Shops ſingly : But it may be picked 
from moſt Parcels of Myrrh; from which it 
is diſtinguiſhed by its browner Colour, and 
by being leſs fragrant. We know nothing 
of the Tree which produces it, It is laid 
to be an excellent Balſamick and Detergent ; 
but it is very little uſed. 


BEHEN RADIX. Ben- Noot. Two 


Roots of this Name, are heard of in the 


Shops, becauſe their Names are found in 
the ancient Writers; but they are ſeldom 
ſeen. They are called the red and the white 
Behen, 

The white is a long, ſlender, white Root, 
of an aromatick Smell, and ſharp Taſte ; 
hard, but yſyally decayed by kceping. It 

D , is 
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is brought ſrom the Ea, and is the Root 
of a Kind of Facea or Knap-weed, with yel- 
low Flowers, common in Ala. 

The red is a thicker Root. We have it 
from the Eaſt, cut into Slices: It is purple, 
and of a fragrant, though faint Smell, and 
acrid Taſte. - We do not know to what 


Plant it belongs. 
They are both of the ſameVirtue, cordial 


and reſtorative : But we uſe the Root of the 
white Lychnis for the one, and that of the 


Sea Lavender for the other. 


BELEMNITES. The Belemnite. A 
Stone common enough in England, and vul- 
garly called the Thunderbolt, It is as long 
and thick as a Finger, pointed at one End, 
and abrupt at the other ; of a brown Co- 
lour, and ſtriated Texture. 

It is recommended by many as a Remedy 
in the Gravel, half a Dram for a Doſe : 
But it is rarely uſed. It is the Remains of 
ſome Sea -Animal petrified. There is often 

<4 3 
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a Hollow at the large End containing a 
ſhelly Subſtance. | 


| BEN NUX, SIVE BALAMUS M- 
| REPSICA, The Ben Nut. An oblong Fruit 
Y of the Bigneſs of a Filberd, encloſed in a 

thin, brittle Shell, on which there are three 
| Ridges. The Kernel is white, fatty, and bit · 
teriſh, and has a fungous Skin over it. We 
have it from Arabia. It is the Fruit of a Tree 

1 whoſe Leaves grow in a fingular Manner, 
k on ſlender, divided Stalks. It is not uſed 

| now in Medicine, but was once famous. | 

It is an untoward and rough Medicine, 
operating both by Vomit and Stool. An 

Oil is drawn from the Kernels, which Per- 
fumers uſe. It will keep a long Time, and 
is wholly without Smell. 


BENZOINUM. Benjamin, A dry, brit- 
tle, fragrant Reſin, of a white Colour with» 
in the Lumps, but greyiſh or reddiſh on 
the Surface, and of a ſharp. Taſte, We 
have it from the Eaſt-Indies, where it is 

D 2 obtained 
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obtained from a Kind of Bay Tree by 


wounding the Bark. 


It is excellent in Coughs, Aſthmas, and 


all Diſorders of the Lungs. It is beſt gi- 
ven in Form of the Flowers, a Kind of 


Chemical Preparation made by melting it, 
and receiving the Fume in a Cap of Paper. 
A Tincture of it is alſo kept, which has 
great Virtue, 


. BERBERIS CORTEX. Barberry Bark. 
The inner Bark of the common Barberry 
Buſh. It is brought freſh to the Markets, 
and is excellent in the Jaundice. It ope- 
rates powerfully by Urine. It loſes its Vir- 
tue in drying, and is beſt made in an Infu- 


fion made with two Ounces to a Quart of 


\Water. 


BERYLLUS. Bery/?. A precious Stone 
well known to the Jewellers; and which 
Fancy introduced into Medicine, but a bet- 
ter Practice has at preſent diſclaimed. It 
is more uſually called Aua Marine, from 

| its 
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its Sea-Green Colour. It is tranſparenr and 
beautifully tinged, but of no great Luſtre. 

It has been celebrated as an Aſtringent, 
and given in Powder, half a Scruple for a 
Doſe. It is Cryſtal coloured by Copper, 
o that it would have been better to have 
given pure 4 221 in its Place. | 


BETONICA. Beton. A wild Herb 
frequent in Woods, with almoſt naked Stalks 
and purple Flowers; it is brought entire to 
the Markets. It is beſt uſed freſh, and the 
Tops when beginning to flower contain its 
greateſt Virtue. The beſt Method of giving 
them is in Infuſion. 

They are excellent againſt TREE 
and nervous Complaints, 


BEZOAR. Bezoar. A Stone generated 
in the Stomach of an Animal, of which 
there are two principal Kinds diſtinguiſhed 
in the Shops; the Oriental and the Occidental. 

The Oriental Bezoar is-a roundiſh, oval 
or oblong Stone, of a ſmooth Surface and 


D3 brown 
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brown or Olive Colour ; heavy and tolera- 
bly hard: When broke it is ſeen to be 
compoſed of many Coats, and uſually has 


ſome Vegetable,. a Seed or Bit of Stick in 


it. We have it from Perfa and the Eaſt- 


Indies, at a good Price, where it is taken 


put of the Stomach of a peculiar Kind of 
Goat, which has long, ſtrait Horns, twiſt- 
ed at the Baſe. 

It has been ſuppoſed excellent in Fevers, 


but is now much out of Credit. It is ne- 


ver preſcribed alone, but is an Ingredient io 


- ſome Compoſitions, 


The Occidental Bezoar is large, roundifh, 
and grey, or of a pale Brown. We have 
it from Mexico, where it is taken [ro rom the 
Stomach of a Kind of Deer. 

It is ſaid to have the ſame Virtues with 
the other, though in a leſs Degree; but! it is 


very little uſed. 
We have alſo the Monkey Bezoar and 


the Porcupine Bezoar. The firſt is taken 


out of the Stomach of a Monkey, and the 


latter out of the Gall-Bladder of the Por- 
cupine; 
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eupine; and the German Bezoar, a hairy Ball 


out of the Stomach of a Stag. 

The two firſt are ſuppoſed to have great 
Virtues, but we never meet with them in 
Preſcription. The latter is rather kept as 
a Curioſity, than a Thing of Uſe. 


BEZOAR FOSSILE. Foffile Bezoar. 
a ſmall, hollow Body brought from Tay, 
where it is frequent in Sand and Clay-Pits. 
It is of a purple Colour and rough Surface, 
of the Bigneſs of a Valnut and light. When 
broke it is found to be a ferruginous Cruſt 
containing within its Hollow a fine, green- 
iſh white Earth, ſomewhat like the paler 
Bezoar when powdered. | 
The Earth is to be uſed, not the Shell. 
It has been celebrated as a Sudorifick, 
and againſt malignant Fevers; but it is 
diſregarded at preſent. It is really an A- 
ſtringent of the Nature of Bole Armenict. 
and may be given a Scruple for a Doſe. 


29 BISMUTH 
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BISMUTHUM. Biſmuth. A Semi- 
Metal of a ſilvery Colour, compoſed of 
Flakes, not of Striz like Antimony, and 
having more the Aſpect of a Metal. We 
ſee it after it has been run from the Ore, 
but it is not malleable. The Ore is com- 
mon in Germany, and in Cornwall. 

Biſmuth has been applauded highly as a 
Sudorifick and a Remedy for malignant 
Fevers, but it is not uſed in Medicine, 
Flowers of it are eaſily made, but there is 
Fear of their containing Ar/enick with which 
the Ore uſually abounds. 

What is called Spaniſh White, is a Magiſ- 
tery of Bi/muth made by diſſolving it in 
Spirit of Nitre, and precipitating with Salt 
Water. It is uſed as a Paint. | 


BISTORTA RADIX. Biſtort-Rovt. 
A large, thick, oblong and irregular Root, 
brought freſh to our Markets, and worthy 
to be kept dried, and more uſed than it is at 
preſent. It is blackiſh on the Outſide, and 
red within ; of little Smell, but of an auſtere 

Taſte 5 
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Taſte. The Plant is common in Meadows, 
and has a Spike of beautiful, pale, red Flow- 
ers. The Root is good in Purgings and Hæ- 
morrhages, it is beſt given in Powder, 
eight Grains for a Doſe. 


BITUMEN JUDAICUM. Fews Pitch. 
A foſſile Subſtance, black, light and firm, 
of a diſagreeable Smell, and bitter and acrid 
Taſte. We have it from Ægypt, where it 
is common on the Surface of the Earth, in 
Lumps of many Pounds Weight. 

It is a powerful Promoter of the Menſes, 
and is good in hyſterick Complaints. It 
may be given in Pills, twelve Grains for a 
Doſe, but it is little uſed. 


BOLUS ARMENICA. Bole Armenick. 
A Red Earth, dug in the Eaſt, and 
brought over in ſmall Pieces. It is of a 
bright Colour, and tolerably hard; with- 
out Smell, but of an aſtringent Taſte. We 
ſcarce ever ſee it genuine ; the Druggiſts ſell 
1 Mixture of Pipe Clay and Ruddle under 
D 5 its 
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its Name, and it is thence fallen into Diſ- 
repute, and French Bole is preferred to it; 
though the genuine Drug be very much ſu- 
perior in Virtue. 

It is an excellent Aſtringent, a Scru- 
ple for a Doſe. 

There are two other Kinds of Bole Arme- 
nick, a yellow and a white one, both having 
the ſame Virtues, but in a leſs Degree. The 
yellow is ſometimes brought over, the white 
ſcarce ever. 

The yellow is celebrated alſo for its Ver- 
tues againſt malignant Fevers; it was that 
Kind, not the red, with which Galen ſays he 


cured the Plague. 


BOLUS BLESENSIS. Bole of Blois. 
A French Earth of a yellow Colour, pale 
and beautiful. It is light, ſoft to the Touch, 
and of an auſtere Taſte. We have it in 
ſmall flat Lumps. 

It is an excellent Aſtringent, and ſhould 
be uſed preferably to any but the true Ar- 


meni an. | 
BOLUS 
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BOLUS GALLICA. French Bole. A 
red Earth brought alſo from France, and 
diſtinguiſhed from the other, which is cal- 
led after the Part of the Country where it is 
uſually dug. This is of a pale red, often 
ſpotted with white or yellow. But the beſt 


is that which 1s not. 
It is an Aſtringent; its Virtues and Doſe 


the ſame with thoſe of the other; but it is 
inferior. 


BORAGINIS FLORES. Borage Flow- 
ers. Beautiful blue Flowers brought freſh 
to the Markets, and produced by the com- 
mon Borage in our Gardens. 

They are ſuppoſed cordial and ſudorifick, 
but their Virtues are not great : The beſt 
Way of giving them is in Conſerve. 


BORAX. Borax. A Salt of a ſingu- 
lar Kind, brought from Per/ia, and ſold 
in two States, rough and refined, Rough Bo- 
rax is in Pieces of the Bigneſs of a Walnut, 
of an angular Figure, greeniſh, foul, fatty, 

and 
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and of a very diſagreeable Smell. This is ; 
as we have it from the Eaſt, where it is 
made by the Evaporation of certainWaters 
in earthen Pits; with a Mixture of Animal | 
Fat, and of the Mud of the Springs : A 
ſingular and ſtrange Proceſs. 

Refined Borax is whitiſh, pellucid, and of 
a bitter and nauſeous Taſte. This has been 
purified by Solution and Chryſtallization, 
but even that is a difficult Operation, and 
it is but lately we have obtained the Secret 
of doing it. 

Borax is given inwardly only in the re- 
fined State. It is a powerful Promoter of 
the Menſes, and of Delivery. The Doſe is 
about ten Grains. 


A 


BRYONLE RADIX. Bryony Root. 
A very large, whitiſh Root brought freſh 
to the Markets. It is as thick as a Man's 
Leg, rough, tender and heavy, of a diſa- 
greeable Smell and Taſte. It is the Root 
of aclimbingPlant, common in our Hedges, 
with Leaves like the Vine, 


It 
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It is a powerful Promoter of the Men/es, 
but is ſeldom uſed except in ſome Shop 
Compoſitions. It loſes Smell, Taſte and 
Virtues in a great Meaſure, in drying, and 
ſoon decays entirely. 

There is another Kind of Bryony whoſe 
Root is of more Value, though leſs regard- 
ed. This is the black Bryony common alſo 
in our Hedges, with heart-faſhioned Leaves, 

The Root of this is large, black without 
and white within. 

The Juice mixed with white Wine is an 
excellent Diuretick, half an Ounce for a 
Doſe. 


BUFONITES. Toadſtane. A little Stone 
of a round or oval Figure, flat on one Side 
and rounded on the other, of a brown Co- 
lour and natural Poliſh, We have it from 
Malta and other Places. There was an O- 
pinion that it was generated in the Head of 
a Toad, but it is a petrified Tooth of the 
Sea Wolf o Zupus Piſcis, 

* Tx 
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It has been ſuppoſed to have great Virtues. 
It was given inwardly as an Aſtringent, and 
worn to cure Cramps, but both idly. 


BUGLOSSI FLORES. Bugloſs Flow- 
ers. Small, blue, or purpliſh Flowers, 
brought freſh to the Markets, and produced 
by the common Buglo/s in our Gardens. 

They are ſuppoſed to have great Virtues, 
as a Cordial, but moreRegard has been paid 
them than they deſerve. What Virtue they 

have is loſt in drying, ſo they muſt be uſed 
freſh or in Conſerve. 


. BUGULA. Bugle. A wild Herb brought 
entire to our Markets, with ſquare Stalks 
and blue Flowers. | 

It is accounted excellent in Hzmorrhages, 
but is little uſed. What Virtue it poſſeſſes 
is in the freſh Tops. It is loſt in drying. 


ep 
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CACAO NUX. Chocolate Nut. A 
Fruit of the Shape and Bigneſs of an Olive, 
conſiſting of a large Kernel of a reddiſh 
Colour on the Outſide, and browniſh with- 
in; encloſed in a thin, blackiſh, woody 
Shell. This Kernel is fatty, fragrant and 
pleaſant. We have them from America, 
where they grow twenty or thirty together 
in a Fruit of the Bigneſs of a full grown 
Cucumber, and of the ſame Shape, on large 
and beautiful Trees. 

The Kernel is ground down to Choco- 
late. It is an excellent Cordial and Reſto- 
rative, as drank in the uſual Way: And it 
may be given in Electuaries or other Forms. 


CADMIA. Cadmia. A metallick Re- 
crement found in the Furnaces where Cop- 
per is melted, as Tuty is in thoſe of Braſs. 

The Ancients were very fond of it in Ul- 
cers, and in Diſeaſes of the Eyes, and with 
Reaſon. We uſe Twtty in its Place, but ve- 


ry 
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ry wrongly. Tuttyis principally the Flow- 
ers of Calamine uſed in making Braſs ; the 
other of Copper only. 


CALAMINARIS LAPIS. Calamine. 
A Stone found in our Mines, and contain- 
ing the Semi-Metal called Zink. It is in- 
deed the proper Ore of Zink, nothing other. 
It is reddiſh, brown or yellowiſh, and in 
ſmall, irregular Pieces. 

It is uſed externally in Diſorders of the 
Eyes, and is an Ingredient in ſome Lini- 
ments for Hurts by Fire ; perhaps impro- 


perly. 


CALAMINTHA. Calamint. A wild 
Herb brought entire to the Markets. There 
are two Kinds, one with broad and dark 
Leaves, the other with ſmall and pale ones; 
both have great Virtues, 

The former are beſt in nervous Caſes ; 
the latter in ſuch as are immediately hyſte- 
rick, They may be uſed in Infuſion dry or 
freſh, | | 


CALAMUS 
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CALAMUS AROMATICUS. Sweet 
Reed. The Acorus or Sweet Flag Root de- 
ſcribed in its Place, is commonly called by 
this Name, but it properly belongs to a dif- 
ferent Drug. The true Calamus Aromaticus 
is the Stalk of an Eaſteru Reed, ſlender, hol- 
low, whitiſh, and of a fragrant Smell. 

They are little known, but they are an 
agreeable and pleaſant Medicine in ner- 
vous Caſes. Some of the Germans ſettled in 
London keep them. 


CALCARIUS LAPIS. Lime-Stone. 
A Name comprehending a great many diſ- 
tinct Stones, agreeing in one Character, tha 
they burn tro Lime. All Stones have for 
their Baſis either Chryſtal or Spar : Thoſe 
that have Chryſtal, run like Chryſtal into 
Glaſs in the Fire; thoſe which have Spar, 
burn like Spar into Lime. Of the firſt Klnd 
are all Pebbles, Flints, and precious Stones; 
of the latter are Marble, and many of the 
coarſer Stones of our Quarries ; from any 
of theſe may be made Lime: And alſo 

from 
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fromChalk : Any Stone that efferveſces with 
an Acid will burn to Lime. 
Lime is uſed on many Occaſions in Medi. 
cine. It would be beſt to make it purpoſe- 
ly, otherwiſe Lime made from Stone, not 
from Chalk, ſhould be uſed. 

Lime-Water is uſed to waſh Ulcers. 
With the Addition of Saſſafras and Liquo- 
rice it is taken internally, The common 
Cauſtic is alſo made of Lime and Pot-aſb. 


CAMPHORA. Camphire. A Chemi- 
cal Preparation long ſuppoſed a native Re- 
ſin. We have twoKinds of it in the Shops, 
the rough and the refined. Rough Cam- 
phire is greyiſh or reddiſh, in great Cakes 
and crumbly; refined Campbire is white, pel- 
lucid and firm. It is the Produce of a Kind 
of Bay Tree of the Eaſt-Indies. They cut 
the Wood to Pieces, and from that raiſe 
the Camphire by Sublimation in Copper Veſ- 
ſels : This is rough Campbire. It is refined 
by a ſecond careful Sublimation, 


Campbire 
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Camphire is a Sudorifick and Anodyne, 
Externally it is uſed in Pains of the Limbs. 

Campbire is alſo made from the Root of 
the Cinnamon Tree, and may be obtained 
from many other Things. 


CAMPHORATA. SGtinking Ground- 
Pine. A low Plant, native of the warmer 
Parts of Europe, and brought over dried. 
It has a Smell of Campbire but diſagreeable. 
It is excellent in Fomentations againſt 
Pain. | 


CAMPECHIANUM LIGNUM. Log- 
wood, A purple Wood brought over in 
Logs ; of a firm Subſtance, heavy and of 
an auſtere Taſte, It is the Heart of a large 
Tree, native of the hotter Parts of America, 

It is an excellent Aſtringent, and beſt gi- 
ven in the Extract made from a ſtrong De- 
coction. 


CANNABIS SEMEN. Hemp-Seed. Aan 
oval, ſmooth, greyiſh Seed conſiſting of a 
brittle 
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brittle Rind, and a ſweet white Kernel. Ir 
is the Seed of the common Hemp, uſed in 
the Linnen Manufactory. 

It is excellent in Jaundices and other Diſ- 
eaſes ariſing from Obſtructions of the Viſce- 
ra, and is belt given in Form of an Emul- 
fon, SOT 


CANELLA ALBA. White Canella. 

A Bark brought from America, and com- 
monly, though very wrongly, called in the 
Shops, Cortex Winteranus : The Cortex Win- 
teranus will be deſcribed hereafter. This 1s 
a whitiſh Bark rolled in Tubes thicker than 
Cinnamon, It is ſingle, being only the in- 
ner Bark of the Tree. Its Taſte very a⸗ 
crid and aromatick. 
It is good in Diſorders of the Stomach 
and Flatulencies ; the Doſe is five or ſis 
Grains. An Oil may be made from it that 
ſinks in Water, and with this People of 
more Art than Honeſty, adulterate the Oils 
of Cloves and of Cinnamon. 


CANTHA- 
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CANTHARIDES. Spaniſo Flies. In- 
ſects of the Beetle, not the fly Kind, brought 
from the warmer Parts of Europe. They kill 
them with Fume of Vinegar, and then dry 
them. We have the ſame Creature in Eng- 
land, but not common, It is a green Beetle 
ſeen on Elder-Fl:wers, and other Bloſſoms. 

"The great Uſe is in Bliſters ; but People 
who know how to manage powerful Medi- 
dicines, give them internally with great Sue- 
ceſs, in Tinctures. 


CAPPARIS CORTEX. Coper Bark. 
A rough Bark, of a greyiſh Colour, in 
large Tubules without Smell, but of a 
diſagreeable acrid and bitter Taſte. It is 
brought from Spain. It is the Bark of the 
Root of the Shrub which produces Capers 
the Buds of it pickled being called by that 
Name | 

It is a powerful Diuretick, and is good 

in Jaundices, and other Diſeaſes, ariſing 
Tab Obſtructions of the Viſcera; it is _ 
in Decoctions. 


CAR- 
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CARANNA. Caranna. A Reſip, ſoft at 
firſt, but it grows hard in keeping ; brought 
in Sticks with RuſhLeaves about them. It 
is blackiſh on the Outſide, and brown with- 
in, of a fragrant Smell, and bitter, but 
aromatick Taſte. We have it from Ame- 
rica, Where it ouzes from the Trunk of a 
large Tree on cutting it. | 

It is uſed for burning, to give a ſweet 


* Scent; and externally, in Plaiſters for the 


Head-ach. 


CARDAMOMUM. Cardamoms. An 
Eaſt-Indian Fruit, of which we bear three 
Kinds; the great one, called alſo the Grain 
of Paradiſe; the middle, or long Kind, 
called alſo the great Cardamom, and the 
ſmaller. The latter only is uſed. It is a dry 
Fruit, of a whitiſh Colour, conſiſting of 
an angulated Huſk, with ſeveral reddiſh 


Seeds within, of an aromatick Smell, and 


very ſharp Taſte. The Plant is frequent in 
the Eaſt, and is of the Form of our Reeds, 


but it has particular Shoots, on which ſtand 


the 
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the Flowers, and afterwards theſe Fruits. 

They are excellent in weakneſſes of the 
Stomach, and they are diuretick, and pro» 
mote the Menſes : For Diſorders of the Sto- 
mach, the beſt Way of taking is to chew 
them, 


CARDIACA. Motberwort. A wild 
Plant, brought entire to the Markets ; tall, 
of a diſagreeable Aſpect, and with Flowers 
like the dead Nettle. 

It is good in hyſterick Caſes, and is beſt 
freſh: An Infuſion of the Tops, before it 
flowers, has the beſt Virtue. 


CARDUUS BENEDIC TUS. Bleed 
Thiſtle. A Plant common in our Gardens, 
and brought entire to Market. It is of an un- 
handſome yellowiſh Green, but with prick- 
ly Heads, and yellow Flowers. EVE 

It is a Stomachick : It was at one Time 
uſed as a Vomit, its Bitterneſs nauſeating 
the Stomach in large Quantities of the In- 


tufion : At preſent | it is ſometimes uſed to 
work 
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work off a Vomit of Ipecacuanha, but it 
grows out of uſe in that; it was eſteemed 
alſo: good in Fevers, but is not at this Time 


regarded. 


CARNELIA SIVE SARDA. The Cor- 
relian. A Stone well known among the 
Jewellers, and once famous in Medicine; 
of three Kinds, the red, yellow, and white, 
the firſt only was uſed, It is a kind of red 
Pebble of the Eaft-Indies, found on the 
Shores of Rivers. 


It was ſuppoſed aſtringent and diuretick, 


and a Scruple in Powder was the Doſe : It 
poſſeſſes, without Doubt, the Virtues of 
Chryſtal, for it is only Chryſtal tinged red; 
but at preſent is quite diſuſed. 


_ CARTHAMI SEMEN, Carthamus 
Seed. A large oblong and ſquariſh Seed; 
whitiſh; compoſed of a thin Shell, and 
a large white Kernel of a ſweet Taſte, It 
is the Seed of a Kind of Thiſtle, with Heads 

like 
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like the Carduus Benedictus; the Flowers al- 
ſo are yellow. 

The Seeds work by Vomit, and Stool, 
but very roughly, and they are therefore 
out of Uſe: The Flowers of this Plant are 
called Baſtard Saffron ; they are uſed in dy- 
ing; and have been called a Cordial. 


CARYOPHILLATA RADIX. Avens 
Root. - A ſmall, thick, irregularly ſhaped 
Root, brought freſh to the Markets. It is 
brown on the Outſide, and reddiſh within, 
and of a fragrant ſpicy Smell, and aroma- 
tick Taſte ; it is the Root of the common 
Avens, an Herb frequent in our Hedges, 
with little yellow Flowers, and rough Heads 
of Seeds. 

Dried and powdered, it is good in Fe- 
vers attended with Purgings; and will a- 
lone, cure Agues, the Doſe is half a Dram. 


CARYOPHILLUS. The Clove Spire. 
An oblong, dark-coloured ſpicy Fruit, of 
the Shape of a Nail, having four little Pro- 

E minences 
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minences at the Top, and in their Centre 
1 when entire, a round Body, like a ſmall 
1 Pea. It is the young Fruit of a Tree of 
#1 the Molucca Iſlands, gathered with the Cup 
of the Flower. 
Cloves are good againſt Cholicks, and all 
Diſorders of the Head and Stomach. They | 
are Ingredients in a Number of Compoſi- 
tions. An Oil is drawn from them, which 
cures the Tooth-ach, and poſſeſſes all their 
Virtues. 1 


CARYOPHYLLI FLORES. Cove 
July Flowers. Beautiful purple Flowers, 
brought freſh to the Markets, with their 
Cups or Huſks from which they are to be 
ſeparated, and to have their white Heels cut 
off before they are uſed, They are the 
Flowers of a Carnation of this Colour, and 
are of a fine fragrant Smell, en to 
the Clove Spice. 


CASCARILLA CORTEX, Caſcarilla 
Bark. A Bark brought in Tubules of a grey 
| Colour 
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Colour on the Outſide, and brown within, 
of an aromatick Smell, and bitteriſh Taſte, 
and very fragrant when burning. It is alſo 
called Cortex Eleutherii, We have it from 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies. 

It is ſaid to cure Agues like Jefuit's Bark, 
but this is not found on Experience, It is 
alſo recommended in inflammatory Fevers : 
And there is a Cuſtom of ſmoaking it a- 
mong Tobacco for Diſorders of the Head. 


8 CASSIA FISTULA. Pudding Pipe. 
A long woody Pod of a black Colour, con- 
taining a black, ſoft, pulpy ſweet Matter, 
and in it a Number of yellowiſh Seeds, 
The Pods are alſo yellow on the Infide, and 
are divided into ſeveral Cells by thin Parti- 
tions: The whole Pod being often two 
Feet long. This Pulp is the Part uſed. 
We have two Kinds of this, the Eaſtern and 
the American. The Eaſtern is from Eb. 
and is greatly preferable. 
The black, ſweet Pulp ſeparated from the 
Seeds, is a fate and gentle Purge, not bind- 
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ing afterwards. It is rarely given alone, 
but it is the Baſis of the Lenitive Electuary. 


CASSIA LIGNEA. Caſſia Bark. A 
brown Bark, in Tubules much reſembling 
Cimamon, but coarſer in its Aſpect. It has 
the Smell of Cinnamon but fainter; and its 
Taſte, but leſs acrid: And when held ſome 
Time in the Mouth is mucilaginous; This is 
the great Diſtinction, for we have Cinnamon 
little better than Caſſia, but it is never mu- 
cilaginous. They have the Art of getting 
ſome of the Oil from Cinnamon before they 
ſend it to us, and it then, except in this Cha- 
racter it much reſembles Caſſia. 

The Virtues of Caſſia are the ſame with 
thoſe of Cinnamon, but fainter; and it is 
leſs aſtringent. Yet in Diarrhœas where the 
Humour is ſharp, it ſucceefls better than 
Cinnamon, becauſe of its mucilaginous Qua- | 
lity, We have it from the Eaſt, and the 

- Tree which produces it is a Species of. the 


Bay Tree, as is alſo the Cinnamon 
| CASSIA 
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CASSIA CARYOPHYLLATA. Clove 
Bark. The inner Bark of an American Tree 
rolled up in Tubules in the Manner of Cin- 
namon, and not unlike it in Colour, but 
ſomewhat darker. It is very fragrant and 
has the Cinnamon Taſte, but fainter, at firſt, 
afterwards it is very ſharp and like Cloves. 

It is cordial, ſtomachick and carmina- 
tive, and deſerves to be more uſed. 


CASSUMMUNAR. Caſſummunar. An 
Indian Root, greyiſh on the Outſide, and | 
yellowiſh within, uſually brought to us in 
Slices, ſometimes whole. It is of a fragrant 
Smell and acrid Taſte: It ſomewhat reſem- 
bles Zedoary. It is a Cordial, Stomachick 
and Sudorifick, but is not much uſed. The 
Doſe is ſix Grains in Powder, or it may be 
given in Infuſion. 


CASTOR. Caftor. An Animal Sub- 
ſtance, found in certain Bags ſituated below g 
the Os Pubis of the Beaver, and from their 
Shape, long miſtaken for the Teſticles of 

| E 3 that 
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that Creature, It js a Secretion of the Na- 
ture of Muſk and Civyet, and is fluid at firſt, 
but hardens in keeping, till it may be pow- 
dered. 

It is excellent in hyſterick Caſes, and in 
all Diſorders of the Nerves. The Nuſſian 
is the beſt, the American much inferior. 


CATECHU. Japan Earth. An inſpiſ- 
ſated Vegetable Juice, very ill called an 
Earth, brown, brittle, of little Smell, but 
of an auſtere Taſte, with a Sweetneſs after 
it. It is made from a ſtrong Decoction of 
the Fruit of the Areca, a Kind of Palm, 
which they cut into Pieces, and boil a long 
Time in Water, and evaporate the Decoc- 
tion to Dryneſs; the Catechu then remains. 
It is an excellent Aſtringent : The Doſe 
is fix or eight Grains, and it is beſt given 
in Boluſes. 


CENTAURIUM MINUS. Liitle Cen- 
taury. A wild Plant brought entire to the 
Markets. It is little, and has bright red 
Flowers at the Tops of the Branches. It is 


an 
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an excellent Stomachick, bur is beſt freſh, 
and the Tops only ſhould be uſed, juſt be- 
fore they flower. An Infuſion of them 
taken conſtantly for ſome Time, admirably 
{trengthens the Stomach, 


CEPA. The Onion. A Plant ſufficiently 
known in our Gardens, and at our Tables, 
but not ſo well known in the Shops, as it 
deſerves. A Syrup made from the Juice of 
Onions with Honey is excellent in Aſthmas. 


CERA. Wax. A Subſtance for which 
we are obliged to the Bees, and which we 
have of two Colours, white and yellow. The 

_ evhite has been bleached to that Hue, the a 
other is natural. There is indeed a natural 
whitiſh Wax, but it is of an ill Colour and 
not regarded. The Bees collect this ſtrange 
Subſtance from the Apices of Flowers; 
they eat the Powder contained in theſe, and 
called the Farina fecundans of the Plant; and 
when it has yielded them Nouriſhment, they 
caſt it up and mould it into the Wax of 

| E 4 their 
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their Combs. This Powder from the A- 
pices of Flowers, is what they carry on their 
Thighs, but it is not in that Condition 
Wax, nor can any human Art make Wax 
of it: This has been tried. The Stomach 
of the Bee only does it. 
Wax is uſed in Ointments and Plaiſters. 
Some have given it inwardly in Dyſenteries. 


CERUSSA. White Lead. A Prepara- 
tion of Lead kept by the Druggiſts, and 
imported from Venice and Holland. It is 
made by hanging Plates of Lead over the 
Vapour of Vinegar, from which they ac- 

i | quire a white Ruſt on their Surface : The 
Jil”! * beſt is from Venice: The Dutch who make it 
principally for Painters, . and fell it cheap, 
adulterate it with Whiting. | 

Ceruſs is uſed externally in Ointments and 
Waſhes for the Eyes; internally it proves 
poiſonous. | 

CHALCITIS. Chalcitis. A mineral 
Subſtance preſcribed as an Ingredient in ma- 
ny of the Shop. Compoſitions, yet known 
; | only 
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only by Name. It is a vitriolick Mineral, 
containing Copper and Iron, and is very 
common in the Turkiſh Dominions, and in 
frequent Uſe there. It is of a coppery Co- 
lour, and has often Veins of a Kind of Mar- 
chaſite running through it. When burnt, it 
becomes a Kind of Colcothar. 

It is uſed in the Eaſt both internally and 
againſt Hæmorrhages; they ſprinkle the 
Powder upon Wounds, and give it in ſmall 
Doſes from four to ſeven or eight Grains. 


CHAMZADRYS. Germander. A little 
Herb kept in our Gardens, and brought 
entire to the Markets. It is a Native of o- 
ther Parts of Europe. The Leaves are in- 
dented, and the Flowers red. 3 

It is eſteemed good in Fevers, and againſt 
Infection, but is little uſed. The freſh Tops 
have the greateſt Virtue, 


CHAMZMELI FLORES. Chamemile 
Flowers. White Flowers of the Bigneſs of 
Daſies, brought freſh to the Markets. They 

E 5 are 
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are the Flowers of the common Chamomile 
a wild Herb of a fragrant Smell. There is 
an Error in the preſent Practice, they ſell 
the double Flowers of the Garden Kind ; but 
the ſingle wild ones are better. 


They are to be dried and given in Pow- 
der or Infuſion ; and they are excellent Sto- 


machicks; they are alſo good in Cholicks. | i 


CHAMZAZPITYS. Ground Pine. A-lit- 
tle wild Herb of a ſingular Aſpect, brought 
entire to Markets, The Leaves are narrow 
and ſtand thick, ſo that it reſembles the 
Tops of ſome Kind of Pine; it has allo a 
i. reſinous Smell, 
1 It is to be dried for Uſe, * it is diure- 
|| tick, and aperient, and good in many chro- 
nick Diſorders. *Tis an Ingredient in fome 
of the old Compoſitions ; otherwiſe it is 
leſs regarded than it deſerves. 


CHELZ CANCRORUM. Crads Claws. 
The Tips or Ends of the large Claws of the 


gommon Sea Crab, ſo far as they ate black. 
They 


CH. Marezra Mevica. 83 


They are levigated, and ſupply the Place 
of moſt of the teſtaceous Powders, and that 
very properly, none being better. It is ſin- 
gular that this Creature when the Leg is 
wounded, breaks it off, and another grows; 
to this is owing the Quantity of Crab's 
Claws found looſe on the Shores in ſome 
Places; but they get no Good by lying in 
the Way of the Sun and Sea. Thoſe taken 
from the Crabs ſold at the Fiſhmongers are 
better. 


CHIA TERRA. £#arth of Chios. A 
greyiſh Earth brought from the Iſland whoſe 
Name it bears, and at one Time famous in 


Medicine, 
It is celebrated as ſudorifick, and * 


in Fevers, but it is now diſtegarded, 


CHINA RADIX. China Root. Two 
Roots of this Name are kept in the Shops, 
diſtinguiſhed according to the Places from - 
whence they come, into Oriental and Occi- 
dental. The Oriental is the beſt. It is a 

large 
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large, irregular, tuberous Root, brown on 
the Outſide, and of a reddiſh White with- 
in, mealy and inſipid. The Occidental Kind 
is darker without, redder within, and leſs 
„firm. They are the Roots of two Species 
of Smilax or prickly Bindweed. 

They have the ſame Virtues, but the 4- 
merican in a leſs Degree; they are attenu- 
ating and fudorifick in Decoction. 


CICUTA. Hemlock. A wild Herb ac- 
counted poiſonous, but of which there is 
ſome Doubt. It is common in Hedges and 
known by its Height, its Reſemblance of 
Parſley in Manner of Growth, and its 
painted Stalks. 

The Juice is uſed externally, and has 
been an Ingredient in ſome Compoſitions, 


it CIMOLIA ALBA. White Cimolia. 
| 1 Tobacco Pipe Clay, uſed more in the Shops 
7 than is known. What is called Bole Armenick 
is a Compoſition of this and Reddle : And 
4 the white ſealed Earths under various Names 
oncè 
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once ſo much uſed, were Pieces of this 
Clay ſtamped with counterſeit Seals. 

The Antients uſed an Earth of the ſame 
Name, but very different in its Nature ; it 
was a looſe Marle, this is a ſtiff Clay. 

Some have recommended the common 
Kind in Diarrhœas; but the * are bet- 
ter for all Uſes. 

- Cimolia Purpura ſcens, is a Name given 
to that greeniſh Marle called Fuller's Earth. 


CINERES RUSSICI. Pot-Afp. A Pre- 
- paration made from Vegetables, imported 
from Ruſſia, and kept by our Druggiſts. 
It is an impure lixivial Salt. Pot-Afh is 
brought from many other Places, and the 
Ruſſian is the coarſeſt of all, but the ſtrong- 
eſt and beſt. It comes over in great, hard, 
dirty Maſſes like Stones. It is made from 
the Afhes of all Kinds of Trees, except the 
Fir and Pine Kinds, by Lixivation and E- 
vaporation of the Water. 

It may be purified by Solution and Eva- 


poration, but it is beſt for many Uſes in its 
rough 
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rough State. Soap Lees are made of Pot- 
Aſh and Lime, and from theſe and Oil of 
Almonds, the Almond Soap taken inward- 
ly for the Stone and Gravel. 


CINNABAR NATIVUM. Native Cin- 
nabar. A heavy, bright, red Subſtance, 
found native in the Earth, and greatly re- 
ſembling that factitious Cinnabar we make 
with Quictſilver and Sulphur. It is indeed 
compoſed of the ſame Ingredients, the ſub- 
terranean Heat performing the Office of our 
Fires. Cinnabar is properly the Ore of 
Quicbſilver. 

It is given in all Complaints of the Head, 
and in Epilepſies and Madnels ; but it is 
better to uſe the factitious. 


CINNAMOM UM. Cinnamon. The 
inner Bark of a Kind of Bay Tree common 
in the Za, It is of a reddiſh Brown, in 
long Tubules of a very fragrant Smell and 
acrid Taſte. We have it from the Eaft. In- 
ies, They are apt to mix Caſſa Lignea a- 
mong 
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mong it; and Pieces from which the Oil 
has been drawn by Diſtillation : The firſt 
Adulteration is diſcovered by its being mu- 
cilaginous ; the other by its Inſipidity. 

Cinnamon is an excellent Aſtringent, Sto- 
machick and Alexipharmick. Its Aſtrin- 
gency is only in the inteſtinal Canal; it is 
aperient in the Veſſels, it promotes the Men- 
ſes and Delivery. 

It may be given in Powder, in Tincture, 
or in the ſimple and cordiai Water. The 
firſt Form is beſt when it is wanted only as 
an Aſtringent. The Doſe is twelve Grains. 


CITRULLI SEMEN. Citrull Seeds. 
The flat Seeds of the common Citrull or Au- 
guria, a Kind of Gourd. They are oblong, 
broad and hard, but have under their firm 
Rind a white ſweet Kernel. 

They have the ſame Virtues with the Cu- 
cumber and Melon Seeds, and are given like 
them in Emulſions againſt Heat of Urine, 
Stranguries andſuch Complaints. 


C0: 
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COBALTUM. Cobalt. A blackiſh, hea- 
vy, ill-looking Mineral, ſometimes reſem- 
bling ſtriated Lead Ore, ſometimes Anti- 
mony Ore, oftener duſky, and unlike ei- 
ther. It is found in Saxony, and other Places: 
We have ſome in England. Smalt and the 
Arſenicks are made from it. It is burnt in 
a Kind of Ovens with long Chimneys. The 
Soot in the Chimneys is ſublimed again into 


| Arſenick, and of the Remainder melted with 


Sand and Pot-Aſh, is made that beautiful, 
blue, glaſſy Subſtance called Smalt. 


COCHLEARTA. Scurvy-Graſs, An 
Herb brought freſh to Markets in Spring, 
and mixed with other Spring Juices or taken 
alone. There are two Kinds of Scurvy-Graſs, 
a round leaved one, diſtinguiſhed hy the 
Name of Garden Scurvy-Graſs, and a long- 
er leaved one, called by the Name of Sea 
Scurvy-Grafs. 

Both have the ſame Virtues : They are 
excellent againſt Scurvies, Breakings out, 
and Foulneſſes of the Skin. 


COCU- 
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COCULUS INDICUS. Indian Berries. 
A brown Fruit of the Bigneſs of a large 
Pea ; roundiſh, but dented on one Side ; 
rough, brittle, and when perfect, having in 
it a white Kernel. We have it from the Zaf 
Indies, where it grows in Cluſters upon a 
large Tree. It is poiſonous. People have 
ventured to take it internally, but it brings 
on Nauſeas, Faintings, and Convulſions. 

It is uſed outwardly to deſtroy Vermin 
in Childrens Heads; and mixed with Paſte 
it will ſtupify Fiſhes, ſo that they will he on 
the Water to be taken with the Hand : But 
if let alone they w/ll uſually recover. 


- COCCINELLA. Cocbincal. A dried 
Inſect brought from South America; little, 
wrinkled, purpliſh, but with a ſilvery Hue 
over it; and of a bitteriſh but not unplea- 
ſant Taſte. There is an inferior Kind 
brought over called wild Cochineal, it is the 
ſame Inſe& but leſs carefully gathered and 
preſerved. The Male of this Inſect is a 
little Fly of noUſe, nor regarded as belong- 


quainted. They collect them at certain 


rings in a Year; they kill them by a very 
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ing to it. The Female, which alone is 
the Cochinea!, has no Wings, it breeds upon 
the Opuntia or Indian Fig, and there paſſes 
its whole Life. The Mexicans plant the 
Herb about their Houſes, and nurſe and 
tend the Creatures, with whoſe Manner of 
Life and Encreaſe they are perfectly ac- 


Times, leaving only enough for the next 
Breed, and they have two or three Gathe- 


gentle Heat in Ovens built for that Purpoſe, 
and a Day or two after pack them up for 
Exportation. 

Cochineal is a Cordial and Sudorifick ; it is 
good in Fevers. It is alſo uſed in great 


Quantity in dying. 


-- CADAGA PALA. Conefti Bark. A 
blackiſh Bark, ſomewhat paler within, 
brought in irregular Pieces, ſome large and 
rough, others ſmooth and tubular : It has 
little Smell, but its Taſte is acrid and bit- 
ter. We have it from the Eaſt-Indies, it is 

the 


* 
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the Bark of a Shrub common in Malabar. 

It is an excellent Aſtringent. We owe 
the Knowledge of it to the Indians, but few 
Drugs are ſuperior to it. It may be given in 
Powder, half a Dram for a Doſe, or in De- 
coction. 


COFFEA. Coffee. The Kernels of a 
Fruit of the Eaſtern Parts of the World, ſe- 
parated from the pulpy Part and dried; 
they are whitiſh, oblong, rounded on one 
Side,and flatted on the other, with a Fur- 
row running along it. The Shrub which 
produces it is a Kind of Jaſmine withLeaves 
like the Bay. We have it in our Stoves, 
and it produces Fruit there. 

Theſe Kernels are roaſted for Uſe. They 
aſſiſt Digeſtion and are good againſt Flatu- 
lencies. Coffee is better taken in the uſual 
Way, than under the Form of a Medicine. 


COLLYRIUM SAMIUM. Brown Sa- 
mian Earth. An Earth of the marly Kind, 
brought from the Iſland of Samos, and an- 

ciently 
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7 ciently greatly uſed in Diſorders of the Eyes. 
It is white and crumbly, but at preſent is 
never heard of. 


COLOCYNTHIS. Coloquintida. The 
pulpy Part of a Fruit of the Gourd Kind 
dried, with the Seeds among it, which how- 
ever are to be ſeparated before it is uſed. 
Colecynth is whitiſh, ſpungy, very light and 
intolerably bitter. The Plant which pro- 
duces it is a Gourd, with divided Leaves, 
common in the warm Parts of Europe. The 
Fruit is of the Bigneſs of an Orange, and 
has a thick and tough Coat over it, which 
is taken off before it is dried. 

- Colocynth is celebrated in almoſt all chro- 
nic Diſorders, but it is a horribly rough 
Medicine, it purges ſo violently as often to 
bring away Blood. 


COPAL. Copal. A dry Reſin brought 
from South America, very beautifully tranſ- 
parent. It is of a whitiſh, or very pale yel- 


low Colour, and has much the Appearance 
1-0 


Co MaTzaia Mepica. 93 


of Amber. It ouzes from the Trunk of a 
large Tree with Leaves like the Oak. 
It is recommended in Gleets, and to be 
burnt under the Noſe for Head-aches. 
What is called Amber Varniſh is uſually 
made of it. 


CORALLIUM RUBRUM. Red Corak 
A Sea Production reſembling the Trunk 
and Branches of a Tree, without Twigs 
or Leaves; of a fine red Colour; and ſtony 
Subſtance, The preſent Philoſophy is di- 
vided whether to rank it among Plants, or 
to ſuppoſe it the Work of Inſects. The 
former is the old Opinion. 

Coral is recommended as a Cordial and 
© Aftringent, but it is principally uſed at pre- 
| ſent as one of the teſtaceous Powders, and 
nothing more is expected from it than from 
any of the reſt of them. 

We hear the Names of lack and white 
Coral in the Shops, but they are rarely ſeen 
there. What is uſually ſhewn for black 
Loral is a woody, not a ſtony Plant, and 
the 
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the white 1s of various Kinds and Forms ; 
but not uſed in Medicine, 


CORALLINA. Coralline. A little Sea 
Production, reſembling a Tuft of Moſs, 
whitiſh, greeniſh, or reddiſh, hard, joint- 
ed and full of Branches. It is frequent in 
the ſhallow Sea - water, and grows on Peb- 
bles and Oyſter-ſhells; the Druggiſts keep 
it entire, dried. 

It was once famous againſt Worms; but 
the preſent Practice depends upon Medi- 
cines of more certain Efficacy. The Doſe 
is ten Grains. 


CORIANDRI SEMEN. Coriander Seed. | 
A light, pale brown Seed, two of which of 
always growing together, give the whole a 
round Figure, each being hemiſpherical, 
It is dry, brittle, of a pleaſant Smell, and 
aromatick Taſte, mild and ſweetiſh, It is 
the Seed of an umbelliferous Plant, culti- 
vated ig Fields. in many Parts of Europe. 


It 
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It is a mild and gentle Carminative, and 
has ſome Aſtringency. 


CORONOPUS RUELLII. Swines 
Creſſes. A common low wild Herb, brought 
entire to the Markets; with divided Leaves, 
and ſmall rough Seed Veſſels. 

It is accounted good againſt the Gravel, 
Mrs. Stephen's Medicines have made it fa- 
mous here; otherwiſe it has been little re- 
garded, 


CORNU CERVI. Buck/born or Harts- 
horn. The Horns of the common Deer. 
This Creature ſheds them every Year, and 
the fallen ones are uſually taken; but Ex- 
perience ſhews thoſe taken freſh from the 
Head of the Creatyre, have more volatile 
Salt, and are better. They are uſed under 
many Forms. What is called Spirit of Harts- 
horn, is made from them by Diſtillation, 
and is the volatile Salt diſſolved in its own 
Phlegm : The dry Salt is procured the ſame 
Way, and has the ſame Virtues, An Oll 

18 
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is alſo raiſed with them, but is not uſed : 
After all this, the Horns are taken out of 
the Veſſel, and burnt, in an open Fire, to 
whiteneſs. They are then Burnt Hariſborn, 
and are powdered for Uſe. 

The Spirit and Salt are ſudorifick ; the 


22 Burnt Hartſhorn is Aſtringent. 


CORNU UNICORNI. Unicorns Horns. 
Two Subſtances have been kept under the 
Name of Unicorns Horn; the one native and 
the other foſſile. The firſt is that which 
we ſee ſtand at the Shop-Doors of Drug- 
gifts, It is white, twiſted, and ten Feet 
long. It is the Tooth of a Sea-Fiſh the 
Narwhal, which ſtands forward out of its 


Mouth as a Horn. The other is a Kind of L 


Marle or Earth, found in various Forms; 
ſometimes of Bones, ſometimes of this 
Horn: It is of the Nature of Oſteocolla. 

They have both been celebrated as Cor- 
dials; but neither is uſed at preſent. 


COSTUS 
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COSTUS ARABICUS. Arabian Coftus. 
An irregular tuberous Root, greyiſh on the 
Outſide, white within ; tough, fragrant, 
and of an aromatick Taſte : The Smell is 
like Florentine Orrice. The Plant which 
affords it has red Flowers, and Leaves like 


the Reed. The Flowers grow in ſcaly Ears, 
and it is frequent about Rivers in the Eaſt- 
Indies. It is a Cephalick. 


CRETA. Chalk. A white Earth com- 
mon enough here, and worth Notice in 
Medicine. .It ferments violently in Acids, 
and is better than moſt of the teſtaceous 
Powders. It ſhould be finely levigated. 

It is good againſt ſharp Humours in the 
Stomach. Swallowed in Powder dry, it in- 
ſtantly cures the Heart-burn : And when 
Aſſes Milk diſagrees with the Stomach, no- 
thing is ſo good to correct the Acidity which 
occaſions it, as levigated Chalk, A De- 
coction of it made like Hartſhorn Drink is 
better than that in Purgings. - 


BM CROCUS 


98 BOERHAAVE's CR. 


CROCUS.. Saffron. Part of the Threads 
from within, a Flower of that Kind which 
we call Crocus in our Gardens. Within this 
Flower ſtand three Stamina about a Piſtill, 
which at the Top divides into three Fila- 
ments: Theſe three Filaments of the Piſtill 
are the only Part uſed. They are collect- 
ed and preſſed into Cakes, and theſe are what 
we call Saffron. It is of a deep Orange Co- 
Jour, of a ſtrong Smell, and bitteriſh, but 
not unpleaſant: Taſte. | 

It is a high Cordial. It * ous in 
Powder, Tincture or Syrup, but the Tinc- 
ture is beſt, for the Virtue is in a great 
Meaſure loſt, in the drying it for powder- 
ing. The Doſe in Powder is five or ſix 
Grains. 75 E 60 


1 


CRYSTALLUS. Cryſtal. A Stone well 
enough known among the Lapidaries. It 
is clear and without Colour; it is found in 
Pebbles, and in Sprigs of a Columnar Fi- 
gure, like the Shoots. of Nit, and other 
Salts, which are named Cryſtals from it. 
| 0 1 3 
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It is liable to be coloured in the Earth, and 
then mimicks the coloured Gems ; when it 
is found near Iron Mines it is often red, 
when near Copper Mines, green or blue, 
and when near Lead, ycllow. In theſe States 
it reſembles the Amethyſt, Emerald, Sap- 
phire or Topaz. | 

It is to be taken without Colour for Me. 
dicine. Calcined and beat to Powder it is 
accounted good in the Gravel, half a Dram 
for a Doſe. It is alſo recommended by ſome 
as an Aſtringent, but it is not uſed at pre- 
ſent, 


CUBEBZ. Cubebs. A little, dry Fruit 
of the Bigneſs of a Pepper Corn, but uſu- 


q | J ally oblong, and commonly having the Re- 


mains of a Stalk. It is rough on the Out- 
ſide, and under a thin wrinkled Skin, has 
a ſmooth Shell, and in it a ſingle Seed. It 
has a light, aromatick Smell, and a ſharp 
Taſte. We have the Cubes from the Zaſt᷑ 
Indies, but we don't know what Plant = 
duces them. | 

F 2 They 
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They are carminative, and good in Diſ- 
orders of the Head, ariſing from thoſe of 
the Stomach. 


CUCUMERIS SEMEN. Cucumber- 
Seed. A ſmooth, oval, flat, whitiſh Seed, 
with a ſweet, white Kernel. It is the Seed 
of the common Cucumber, ſuffered to hang 
till quite ripe. 

It is cooling and diuretick, given in E- 
mulſions. It is rarely uſed ſingly, uſually 
with the Melon and Gourd Seeds. 

There is another Kind of Cucumber uſed 
in Medicine, called the wild one. Elateri- 
um is made from this: It is a dried Sediment 
of the Juice of the Fruit to be deſcribed in 
its Place. | | 


CUMINI SEMEN. Cummin- Seed. A 
longiſh, ſlender, crooked Seed, ſtriated, 
brown, and of a ſtrong Smell, and unplea- 
fant, though ſweetiſh Taſte, ' It grows on 
a Plant of the umbelliferous Kind, not un- 
like Fennel cultivated, in many Places. ; 
. t * 
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It is carminative and good in Cholicks, 
but ſo nauſeous, that it is little uſed inter- 
nally. A Plaiſter is made from it, and it 
is, an Ingredient in many other. Compoſi- 
tions. An Oil alſo is made of it, which 
is excellent in the Cholick, and works by 
Urine, | 


CURCUMA. Turmerick. A little ir- 
regular tuberous Root brought from the 
Eaft- Indies, it is grey without, yellow with- 
in, hard, heavy, of an aromatick Smell, 
and bitteriſh Taſte. The Plant which af- 
fords it has long, Reed-like Leaves ; and 
ſmall Flowers on upright Stalks. 

It is excellent in Obſtructions of the Yi/- 
cera, and may be given in Powder from five 
to twelve Grains in Infuſion. It is uſed al- 
ſo in dying, and in ſtaining Leather. 


CUPRUM. Copper. A Metal well 
known for its Uſes in common Life, as well 
as in Medicine. It is found native and pure 
in the Earth in ſome Places, but more fre- 


9 quently 
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quently in the Form of Ore, It is heavier 
than Iron or Tin, and lighter than the other 
Metals, | 
Many Preparations of it are in Uſe now, 

and many more were among the Ancients. | 
Flowers of Copper is a Name given to Cop- 
per reduced to Powder by dropping it when 
melted, into Water in very ſmall Quanti- 
ties. Vemigreaſe is the Ruſt of Copper pro- 
duced by putting it among the Preſſings of 
Grapes in the Wine Countries. As uſtum 
or burnt Copper, is Copper burnt with Sul- 
phur and common Salt, till it may be re- 
duced to a black Powder. Squamme Aris, 
are the Flakes which fly off in hammering 
heated Copper. | 

All theſe have been in great Uſe: At pre- 4 | 
ſent the Verdigreaſe is the only one of them 
much taken Notice of. BF 

Copper is dangerous taken into the Sto- 

mach, the Preparations were al intended for 


external Uſe. 


CUSCU- 


> 
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CUSCUTA. Dodder. A wild Weed 
of a very ſingular Kind. It conſiſts only 
of a Kind of purple thready Stalks, which 
twiſt and entangle themſelves about Plants, 
and have little Cluſters of Flowers at cer- 
tain Diſtances. When Dodder grows upon 
Thyme, it is called Epiilymum, and is ſup- 
poſed to poſſeſs peculiar Virtues. This the 
Druggiſts keep dry. It is W from 


warmer Countries. | 
The common Dodder we 3 freſh at the 
Markets: It is a Purge, but little regarded. 


CYNOGLOSSI RADIX. Hounds- 
Tongue Root, Along, thick Root, black- 
iſh on the Outſide, white within, of a diſ- 
agreeable Smell, and worſe Taſte ; brought 
freſh to the Markets. It is the Root of a 
common Plant, with great, greyiſh Leaves, 
and little red lowers, of an offenſive Smell, 
which ſome ſuppoſe lil that of a Dog-Ken- 


nel. 


It is eſteemed pectoral and balſamick, but 
is very little uſed. 


F 4 CYNOS- 
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CYNOSBATI FRUCTUS. Heps. The 
red, oblong Fruit of the common wild | 
Roſes gathered in the Hedges, and brought | 
freſh to Market. 

The Pulp is ſeparated from the Seeds and | 
Skin, and ſuppoſed a great Medicine in | 
Diſorders of the Breaſt and Lungs. It is 
beat up into a Conſerve with Sugar, and is / 
a very pleaſant and- uſeful one for bringing 
Medicines of more Power into Form. 


1 CYPERI RADIX. Cyperus Root. Two 
Kinds of Cyperus Roots are kept, diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Names of long and round. They 
are both the Roots of Water-Plants of the 
graſſy Kind, and have nearly the ſameVir- 

tues. The long is irregular, crooked and 

thick, blackiſh on the Surface, and white 

within, and of a fragrant and aromatick 

Taſte. The round is tuberous, and com- 

poſed of irregular Ribs which while in the | 
Earth, are held together by Filaments. It 
is blackiſh on the Outſide, reddiſh within, 
and fragra nt and aromatick to the Taſte, 
| They 
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| They are good in Cholicks, in Diſorders 
1 of the Head and Nerves, and they promote 
the Menſes. 


D. 


| DACTYLI. Dates. A longiſh Fruit, 
an Inch or two in Length, blunt at the Ends, 
and ſoft ; it has a pulpy Subſtance under a 
thin Skin, and a large Kernel within it, 
yellowiſh in Colour, and of a ſweet and vi- 
nous Taſte. It is the Fruit of a particular 
Kind of Palm called the Date Tree, and 
was once in great Uſe, but is now much 
neglected. 

It is ſtrengthening and aſtringent. A 
ſtrong Decoction of them is good in Diar- | 
rhœas: They have allo the Virtues of the 
pectoral Fruits, when given in a light In- 
fuſion or Decoction. 


| DAUCI SEMEN. Daucus Seed. Two 
| Kinds of Daucus Seed are kept in the Shops, 
very different in Aſpect and Virtues. The 
one is called Cretick Daucus Seed, and is 

B. brought 
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brought from the Greek Iſlands : The o- 
ther is called wild Daucus Seed, and is the 
Seed of the common wild Daucus of our 
Hedges. | 

The Cretick Daucus Seed is light, oblong, 
ſtriated, hairy, of a pale Colour, of a very 
ſharp Taſte, and but little Smell. 

It is good in Cholicks ; it opens Ob- 
ſtructions of the Viſcera, and works by U- 
rine. 

The common Daucus Seed is a broad, 
ſhort Seed, covered with a Quantity of Fi- 
brills of a whitiſh Colour, it has a light 
Fragrancy in the Smell, and an aromatick 
Taſte. | 

It is a very powerful Diuretic, and is ex- 
cellent in the Gravel. 


DENS LEONIS. Dandelion, A com- 
mon wild Herb, brought freſh to Market, 
before the Stalks which bear the Flowers 
appear, it may be eaten as Sallad, or taken 
in a ſtrong Decoction. 
| It 
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It operates by Urine, and is good againſt 
Obſtructions of the Viſcera, and againſt cu- 
taneous Foulneſſes. 


DENTATIUM. The Tootb-Sbell. A 
Shell of a ſmall Sea-Fiſh, once famous in 
Medicine. It is oblong, ſlender, and of a 
whitiſh, greeniſh or reddiſh Colour it 1s 
two Inches long, bitter, crooked and ſtri- 
ated, and marked with two or three Bands 
round it. 'The Fiſh that lives in it, has four 
Horns like thoſe of the Snail. 

It is brought from the Eaſt, and has been 
accounted a Cordial, and to be poſſeſſed of 
many other Virtues, but it has no others 
than thoſe of Oyſter Shells which have taken 
its Place. 


DIC TAMNIUM CRETIUM. Dit- 
tany of Crete. The Leaves of an Eaſtern 
Plant of the corymbiferous Tribe, brought 
dry to our Druggiſts. They are roundiſh, 
white, woolly, of an agreeable Smell, and 
aromatick Taſte. The Plant which produces 
thera 
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them is of the Origanum Kind. We have it 
in our Gardens, where its purple Spikes of 
Flowers make a pretty Appearance. 

The Leaves were once in great Requeſt, 
they were accounted vulnerary, cordial and 
uterine; at prefent they are diſregarded. 


- DIGITALIS. Fex-Glove. A wild Herb 


brought entire tothe Markets. It-is a Yard 
high, and has large red Flowers. 

The freſh Leaves given in Infuſion, are 
a rough Vomit, but it is not uſed except 
by the Country People. 


An Ointment made of the Flowers boil- 
ed in Lard, has been ſuppoſed to have great 
Virtues againſt the Piles : but it is not in 
much Eſteem at preſent, except - amongſt 
the good Women. 


* 


DIVINUS LAPIS. The Divine Stone. 
A pompous Name given to a Stone very 
little deſerving it. It is a Kind of Jaſper 
found on the Shores of Rivers in the Eaſt- 
Indies, and in ſome Parts of Europe, It is 
| | of 
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of a greyiſh Green, and extremely hard. 
We ſee Handles of Turkiſþ Sabres made of it. 

It was ſuppoſed to cure the Gravel by be- 
ing worn about the Back, having the Name 
from its ſuppoſed Effects. 


DORONICUM. Leoparts Bane. A 
whitiſh Root compoſed of a Number of 
ſmall tuberous Joints as it were, faftened one 
to another; light, tough, without Smell, 
but of a ſweetiſh Taſte, with a Mixture of 
the auſtere. We have it from Germany. It 
is the Root of a pretty, upright, yellow 
flowered Plant not uncommon in our Gar- 
dens. 

It is little uſed SAnd its Virtues much 


diſputed. 


DRACONTIUM. Dragons. A tall, 
ſtately Garden Plant, brought entire to the, 
Markets. The Stalk is thick and varie- 
gated with many Colours, The Leaves 
are divided like Fingers, and the Flowers 
are like thoſe of the common Arum, only 


very 
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very large. It is throughout of an acrid 
and burning Taſte, _ 

It is a powerful Diuretick and Promoter 
of the Menſes; it has been alſo celebrated 
as an excellent Medicine in Fevers, but thoſe 
are Virtues leſs certain. The beſt Way of 
giving it is in a very ſlight Infuſion. It is 
an Ingredient of many of the Shop Compo- 
ſitlons in different Intentions. 


F. 

EBULUS. Dwarf Elder, A wild Herb 
having very much the Appearance of the 
Elder Shrub in Leaves, Flowers and Fruit. 
It is five Feet high, and of a diſagreeable 
Smell. It is brought freſh to the Markets. 

The Leaves, the Bark of the Root, and its 
woody Part are uſed. The laſt is aſtringent, 
and good .in the Fluor Albus. The others 
are violently purgative, and given in Drop- 
ſies in * PRO with * | 


EBUR. eg. The Tuſk of the Ele- 


phant, often ſeven Feet high, and of the 
Thickneſs 
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Thickneſs of a Man's Thigh, hollow at the 
Bottom, and ſolid upward. The African 
Ivory turns yellow in keeping, the Ceylon 
leſs: The Druggiſts keep the Shavings 
of Ivory had at the Turners, and thoſe of 
the African Ivory are found on Experiment 
to have the moſt Oil and Salt. 

They have the Virtues of Hartſhorn. 
Boiled in Water in the Manner of Hartſhorn 
Shavings, they make a Jelly. - 


ELATERIUM. Elaterium. The dried 
Settlings of the Juice of the wild Cucum- 
ber. It is in flat Cakes, thin, light, whitiſh, 
and without Smell, but of a very acrid 
Taſte. The Fruit of this Plant is gather. 
ed when it is almoſt ripe, and cut in Slices, 
and there runs from theſe a Liquor whitiſh 
and acrid, this is ſet to ſettle, and the Ela- 
terium is the Sediment dried. 

It is a violent Purge. Sometimes it will 
operate alſo by Vomit; and it will often 
bring away Blood, but well managed it has 

done 
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done great Good. Dropſies have been cured 
by it, and the Whites. | 


ELEMI. Gum Elemi. A dry Reſin very 
ill called a Gum. We have two Kinds of 
it, an Eaſtern and American. The Eaſtern 
is from #thiopic ; it is of a greeniſh white, 
pure, tranſparent and hard on the Surface, 
though ſoftiſh within the Lumps ; of a re- 
ſinous Smell, and bitteriſh Taſte. The A. 
merican Elemi is yellowiſh, ſoft, and like the 
Pine Reſin, greatly inferior to the other. It 
is produced by a Kind of Olive-Tree. We 
know nothing of that which yields the 0- 
ther. : 

The Eaſtern Elemi is rare, it is an excel- 
lent Balſamick and a powerful Diuretick. 
The American is a coarſer Reſin, and is uſed 


only externally. 


ENULA. Elecampane. A Root we meet 
with in two Forms, dry at the Druggiſts, 
and freſh in the Markets. It is brought from 


Germany, ſplit and in large irregular Pieces. 
=- The 
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The Plant is common in our Gardens, and 
is wild in ſome Places. It is a Yard high, 
and has great yellow Flowers, the Root is 
brown, - long and thick. | 

It is ſtomachick, pectoral, aperient, and 
diureticx. It promotes the Menſes alſo and 
is accounted good in Fevers. Its greateſt 
Uſe is in Diſeaſes of the Lungs. It is given 
in Powder or Decoction, or candied. - 


ENTALIUM. The Pipe Shell. A ſmall 
Shell brought from the Eaſt, and reſembling 
one of the Dentalia with its ſmall End 
broke off. It is two Inches long, open at 
both Ends, and ſlender. It is of a white or 
greeniſh Colour, and ridged lengthwiſe ; 
with ſome tranſverſe Bands on it. The 
Creature which lives in it has four Horns 
like the Snail. , 

It has been celebrated as a Cordial and 
Anodyne, but its Virtues are no other than 
thoſe of Oyſter Shells. 


ENTRO- 
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ENTROCHUS. Entrochus An ob- 
long Stone of the Thickneſs of a Finger 
or leſs, and an Inch or two long; of a blue- 
iſn Colour, and made up of Joints as ſo 
many Rings. We have it in Stone and 
Clay Pits in Exgland, and ſometimes the 
Joints are found looſe, and they are then 
called Trochite. It is a Part of the Arm of 
a Sea Animal of the Star- Fiſh Kind petri- 
fied; and it is hogs n of a _ 
Matter. 

It has PUR cllebraied * ts Virtues as 
a Diuretick ; and good againſt the Stone. It 
has the Virtues of Spar but no other, and 
in moderate Doſes may act as Spar, and as 
. Warn of r Springs ay by Urine. _ 


- EPITHYMUM. - Dodder of T, ym 
Dodder has been deſcribed already under its 
Name Cuſcuta, neither is this a peculiar 
Species of it, but the ſame Plant with the 
common Dodger, only happening to grow 
on Thyme. We have it dry from the Le- 
vant. - 


A 
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A Decoction of it is recommended as a 
Purge in Diſorders of the Head, and in 
cutaneous Eruptions, but is is not much 
uſed at this Time. | 


ERIGERON. Groundſel. A little Weed 
in our Gardens, brought entire to Market, 
with jagged Leaves and yellow Flowers and 
downy Heads of Seeds, 

It is recommended as an Emetick, and 
a ſlight Infuſion af it will ſometimes take 4 
that Effect, but it is uncertainly. 


ERYNGII RADIX. Eryngo Root. A 
long, thin, brown Root, wrinkled and tough; 
of a fragrant Smell, and aromatick Taſte; 
White within, and containing a woody 
Heart within a ſofter Matter. We have it 
from many Parts of Europe, and the Plant 
is wild with us, and kept alſo in Gardens. 
We candy freſh Roots here, but we don't 
dry them ſo well as our Neighbours. 

It is famous as an Attenuant, 1t opens 
Obſtructions of the Viſcera, and is good in 

Coughs. 
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Coughs. It is given in Decoction, or the 
candied Root is eaten for that Purpoſe. 


ERYSIMUM. Hedge-Muſtard. A wild 
Herb of no great Beauty, brought entire to 
the Markets. It is known by its rough, jag- 
ged Leaves, its little yellow Flowers, and 
long Spikes of Pods cloſe to the Stalk. 

It has been famous in Diſorders of the 
Lungs, but at preſent it is much leſs re- 
garded than it uſed to be. 


ESULZ RADIX. Spurge Root. The 
Bark of a Root rolled up in Tubules, and 
of the Thickneſs of a ſmall Quill, of a red- 
diſh Brown, without Smell, but horribly 
acrid to the Taſte. It is the Bark of the 
Root of a Kind of Spurge kept in our Gar- 
dens, but we import it. : 

It is a very violent Purge and ſometimes 
vomits, but under good Regulation, it is 
excellent in Dropſies, and many chronic 
Diſorders. We have declined theſe rough 

Medicines too haſtily. 
EUPHOR- 


* 
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EUPHORBIUM. Eupborbium. A Gum 
Reſin in ſmall Lumps, often hollow, dry, 
firm and light, of a yellow Colour, with- 
out Smell, but horribly acrid to the Taſte. 
We have it from-Africa, where it drops from 
a very ſingular Kind of Plant, thick, angu- 
lated and prickly, 

It is greatly celebrated in the Writings of 
the old Phyſicians, but is one of the rough 
Medicines diſuſed at preſent. It is a vio- 
lent Purge and Vomit, and often brings a- 
way Blood. But theſe Medicines under a 
careful Regulation, have great Efficacy in 
Dropſies and other chronick Caſes. 


EUPHRAGIA. Eyebright. A pretty 
little wild Plant with gloſſy dark green lit- 
tle Leaves, and bright little white Flowers. 

> *Tis brought entire to Market; and has 
been famous for Diſorders of the Eyes taken 
in Infuſion, or the Juice or Powder uſed as 
S But it is diſuſed now. 


F. 
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FABA BENGALENSIS. Bengal Bean. 
A flattiſh Fruit of the Bigneſs of a ſmall 
Fig, hollowed in the Middle, and of an ir- 
regular Shape, hard, tough and blackiſh 
within, of little Smell, but of an auſtere, 
ſtyptick Taſte: We have it from the Eaſt, 
*tis the Fruit of one of the Myrobalans, vi- 
tiated by the Puncture of an Inſet, and re- 
duced to a Kind of Gall. It is found ſome- 
times among the Citrine Myrobalans. 
It is a very powerful Aſtringent, the Doſe 
in Powder is eight or ten Grains. It ſtops 
Fluxes of the Belly with AY Stools, and 
Hemorrhages. 


: ABA SANCTI IGN ATI. Saint Ig- 
| natius s Bean. A ſmall Fruit or Seed of a 
Fruit, rounded, flattiſh, and of a rough, 
irregular Surface, brown, tough and with- 
out Smell, but horribly bitter to the Taſte. 
Me have it from the Philippine Iſlands. The 


Plant which produces it climbs, and bears a 
large 
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large Fruit like a Gourd, in which are 
twenty or thirty of GO gr N 2 
pulpy Matter. 

It is celebrated for the Cure of Quitenil 
Agues : And for Diſcaſcs of the "_C ns 
it is little uſed, | 

Md 
 FANICULI SEMEN.- Fennel Seed. 
Two Kinds of Fennel Seed are kept in the 
Shops, diſtinguiſhed by the Names of the 
ſweet and the common Fennel Seeds, The 
ſweet Fennel Seeds are long, large, pale, 
deeply ſtriated, and of a ſweet Taſte. The 
common Fennel Seeds are ſmall, dark colour- 
ed, acrid, and of little Smell. 

Both are carminative. The ſweet Fennel 
the milder, but the common the more pow- 
erful. The latter is the Seed of the common 
Fennel of our Gardens, the other of a Plant 
very like it, but milder and ſweeter. | 


© FERRUM. Tron. A well known Me- 
tall People pretend to have found pure 


n native, but it is not ſupported by Ex- 
perience 
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perience. Its Ores are of a thouſand Kinds, 
and Forms; and common every where ; a- 
mongſt others, the Loadſtone, Bloodſtone 
Emery, and Manganeſe are all Ores of Iron 
and all very rich. Theſe are uſed in Me- 
dicine, and will be deſcribed under their 
Latin Names, Magnes, Hematites, Smiris, 
and Magneſia. The Metal itſelf is alſo 
uſed. *Tis ordered in Filings, and ſhould 
be freſh, clean, and unruſted, unleſs order- 
ed otherwiſe. Druggiſts too often keep un- 
der the Name of them, the Flakes which 
fly off Iron in hammering when hot; theſe 
are a Crocus of Iron and by no Means the 
ſame in Virtues with the freſh Filings. The 
Preparations of Iron, are very numerous 
and of frequent Uſe. Salt of Iron made by 
diffolving the Filings in diluted Oil of Vi- 
triol and cryſtallizing, is excellent againſt 
Obſtructions and deſtroys Worms. The 
Chemiſts often refine the common green 
Copperas and fell it for this Salt, The a- 
perient Crocus of Iron made by expoſing 
Filings of Iron to the Dew, and taking off 

| ; the 
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the Ruſt, is excellent in Obſtructions of the 
Menſes, ten or fifteen Grains for a Doſe. 
Tinfure of Iron made from a Solution of 
the Filings in Spirit of Salt and Spirit of 
Wine, is of the ſame Virtues: As are alſo 
the Flowers of Iron, made from the Filings 
and Sal Ammoniac ſublimed together; and 
the Tincture of them in Spirit of Wine, has 
alſo their Virtues. Steel Vine made frons 
Iron Filings ſteeped in Rbeniſb, with the Ad- 
dition of Spices has the ſame Virtues; and 
is alſo an excellent Stomachick. The a- 
ſtringent Crocus of Iran, made from the Ruſt 
of the Filings ſprinkled with Vinegar, and 
burnt in a reverberatory Fire, is of a contrary 
Virtue, and ſtops Hæmorrhages. 


FICUS. Te Fig. The dried Fruit of 
the Fig-Tree in warmer Countries,” a little 
preſſed and fitted for Uſe, _ 

'Tis a good Ingredient in pectoral Infu- 


ſions. 


G Fl- - 
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FILICIS RADIX. Fern Root. A large 
long, thick Root of an irregular Figure, 
brought freſh to the Markets; light, brit- 
tle, brown without, white within; of a 
diſagreeable Smell, and in Taſte at firſt 
ſoriewhat ſweetiſh ; afterwards auſtere and 
very diſagreeable. It is the Root of the 
common Male Fern; not the large Kind on 
Commons, but that ſmaller one in "Woods 
and Hedges. 

Tis excellent againſt Obſtructions of the 
Nies, and for the Rickets. 


FLUOR. Spar. A Stone like Cryſtal, 
found in Sprigs and Columns, pellucid, na- 
turally colourleſs, but not ſo bright as Cry- 
ſtal, and commonly riſing in triangular 
Points, as Cryſtal does in hexangular Pyra- 
mids. Tis ſoft and burns to Lime, where- 
as Cryſtal runs to Glaſs in the Fire. It 
ferments with Acids, whereas Cryſtal is un- 
touched by them. This is its great diſtin- 
guiſhing Character. Beſides its pure angu- 
lar Form, it is found in Lumps and Maſſes 

coarſer 


* 
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coarſer and opake, and is the Baſis of moſt 
Stones. 

It is famous in the old Books of Medi- 
cine, though often without being known, 
The Oſtracites, the Entrochus, Aſteria and 
other foſſile Bodies, are celebrated as Diſ- 
ſolvers of the Stone in the Bladder, at leaſt 
as Medicines for the Gravel; Theſe are 
all the Remains of Animal Subſtances pe- 
trified, and the petrifying Matter is Spar, 
They are therefore Spar in ſo many Forms ; 
and Spar is the Medicine. *Tis beſt to 
take the pure Sprigs, and theſe finely pow- 
dered operate by Urine, a Scruple for & 
Dole. 


FOCENUGRIZECI SEMEN. Fuwnugreek 
Seed. A ſmall, tough, yellowiſh, wrinkled 
Seed, of a diſagreeable Smell, imported 
from Germany. The Plant which produces 
it is a Kind of Trefoil, with large Pods. 
They cultivate it for the Seeds. | 

They are not uſed internally, but are ex- 
cellent Emollients whether uſed in Fomen- 

| G 2 tations 
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mentations, Cataplaſms or Ointments. The 
Ointment of Marſhmallows owes its Effi- 
cacy principally to this Ingredient. 


FRAXINELLA RADIX. White Dit- 
tam Root. The cortical Part of a long, 
white Root with the woody Core taken our. 
It comes rolled up like Cinnamon. It is 
Aight, tough, and ſpungy, without Smell, 

but of a bitteriſh Taſte. 

We have it from Germany, and it is cele- 
brated as a Cordial and Opener of Obſtruc. 
tions, but the preſent Practice little regards 
it. We have the Plant in our Gardens, it 
has Leaves like the Aſh Tree, and Spikes of 
red Flowers, 


FUMARIA, Fumitory. A wild Plant, 
with blueiſh green divided Leaves and little 
purple Flowers, brought entire to Market. 
?Tis. common in Gardens, 

It has been celebrated in ſcorbutick and 


even ſcrophulous Caſes : The Juice to be 
taken, but it is little uſed, 8 
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GAGATES. Jet. A foſfile Subſtance 
of the bituminous Kind, light, black, firm, 
of a cloſe Grain, and capable of a fine Po- 
liſh. It has been ſuppoſed to be black Am- 
ber, but erroneouſly, tis a diſtinct Thing. 
Canel Coal is uſually ſold in its Place, but 
tis unlike it. Tis harder, heavier, and leſs 
black than Jer. 

Jet has been celebrated as an an Anti- 
Scorbutick, and in peſtilential Feyers, but 
no Regard is now paid to it. 


Al. ACTITES LAPIS. The Milk- 
Sens. A hard Earth diſtinguiſhed by this « 
Name among the Ancients.” Twas not 
unlike what we call the Soap Rock in Corn- 
wall, or between that and the French Chalk 
or Morochthus. It is greyiſh, and when 
ground down with Water, makes it milky, 
whence its Name. The Antients had it 
from egypt. Tis found now in France and 

G 3 Ger 
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Germany, and ſometimes ſent over among 
the French Chalk. | 

Twas famous in Diforders of the Eyes 
and is preſcribed inwardly by Galen as an 
Aſtringent. At preſent no Uſe is made of 
it in the Shops; and *tis underſtood only as, 
a worſe Kind of French Chalk. 


GALANGZ RADIX. Galangal Root. 
Two Roots of this Name are kept, a larger 
little uſed, and a ſmaller, much and deſerv- 
edly eſteemed. Both Kinds are the Roots 
of the ſame Plant, which has graſſy Leaves 
and white Flowers, and is common by Ri- 
vers in the Zaf. The great Galangal is 

* thicker than a Man's Thumb, and ſpungy. 
The ſmall is hardly fo thick as a little Fin- 
ger, ſound, hard, reddiſh, of an irregular 
Shape, and of a very acrid biting Taſte. 

It is an excellent Stomachick, and is 

good againſt Diſorders of the Head. It is 
beſt given in Infuſion, . with Gentian and 
other Bitters, 


GALEGA 


G A. MArRIA Mica. 127 


GALE GA. Goats Rue. A Garden Plant 
brought entire to the Markets. Tis a Tard 
high, with winged Leaves. and little- blue 
and white Flowers in Spikes. It is a Na- 
tive of the warmer Parts of Europe. 

It has been celebrated for great Virtues 
againſt Fevers, but it is now ſcarce at all 
uſed, | 


GALLZ. Galls. Exereſcences of the 
Oak, very frequent in warmer Countries, 
They are cauſed by an Inſect or Kind of 
Fly wounding the Tree to depoſit its Egg, 
and the young one in Form of a;Maggot is 
hatched in the Swelling, and lives: im it; 
We have two Sorts of Galls in the Shops, 
The beſt are from Aleppo: They are round- 
iſh, very hard, and have rough Surfaces, 
The others are European. They are ſmooth, 
light, and leſs firm. | 

Calis are aſtringent, and they will cure 
Quartan Agues, half a Dram is a Doſe; 
but they are more uſed by the Dyers than in 
Medicine. The rough Aleppo Gaulsare beſt. 

G 4 GALBA- 
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GALBANUM, Galbanum. A Gum 

Reſin, foul, fatty, and of an offenſive Smell. 
It is ſoft, and of a yellowiſh Colour, with 
a Tinge of browniſh or reddiſh. We have 
fome in looſe Pieces or Drops, which is 
fine, and a little tranſparent. It is acrid and 
bitteriſh to the Taſte. We have it from Syria, 
where they obtain it by wounding the Stalks 
or Roots of a great umbelliferous Plant 
like Lovage; tis full of a milky Juice 
which concretes into Galbanum. 
It has great Virtue againſt nervous and 
hyſterick Complaints. The Doſe is ſix 
Grains in Pills. Tis alſo uſed externally 
in Plaiſters. | 

812 

GAMBOGIUM. Gamboge. A hard- 
ened Juice of the reſinous Kind, hard, com- 
pact, of a bright yellow Colour, of little 
Smell, but of an acrid Taſte. We have it from 
China and the Eaft- Indies, where it is ob- 
tained by wounding a large Tree that bears 


Fruit of the Bigneſs of an Orange. f 
OS t 
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It is a very violent Purge, acting alſo 
by Vomit. We diſuſe theſe rough Medi- 
cines now, but thoſe who made Uſe of them 
had evidently better Succeſs in the Ma- 
nagement of obſtinate Complaints. 


GENTIANZ RADIX. Gentian Root. 
A long, thick Root of a yellowiſh brown 
Colour, with little Smell, but very bitter 
to the Taſte, We have it from Germany, 
where they dry ſome in the open Air and 
ſome in Ovens. The latter Kind is worſt, 
tis too dry, brittle, and often burnt. The 
Plant which produces it is common in our 
Gardens, and has large broad Leaves and 
little blue Flowers. | 

It is an excellent Stomachick, with Q- 
range Peel and a little Galangal it makes an 
excellent vitter Infuſion in Wine or Water. 


GENISTA. Broom. A common wild 
Shrub with long, green Twigs, little Leaves, 
and largeyellow Flowers. The freſh Boughs 
burnt to Aſhes are uſed, From theſe Aſhes 

4 ard 
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are made a Lye which contains their lixivi- 
al Salt, and this beſides the common Vir- 
tues of other Salts of that Kind, if the Aſhes 
have not been too much burnt, has the 
diuretick Virtue of the Plant. Tis good 
in Dropſies. 


GERANIUM. Cranes Bill, A wild 
Plant brought entire to Market. We have 
many Species of it, but that for Medicine 
is the Herb Robert. It grows under Hedges 
and turns-quite red in Autumn, and it has 
a very ſtrong Smell. | 

It is an excellent Aſtringent. The whole 
Herb dried and powdered will do great Ser- 
vice in Hzmorrhages. It deſerves to be 
more regarded than it is in the preſent Prac- 


tice. 


GINSENG. Gin/eng Root. A Root of 
late very famous, and ſold at à great Price. 
We have it from China. Tis oblong, as 
thick as one's little Finger, of a whitiſh Co- 


4 Jour, and when freſh, has a pleaſant, aro- 
13 matick 
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tick Smell. Its Taſte is bitteriſh and warm, 
with ſomewhat of a ſpicy Flavour. 

It is famous in the Eſt as a Stomachick, 
Reſtorative and Cordial. They extol it al- 
ſo as a Provocative to venereal Deſires, and 
under that Character it was firſt brought to 
us; but that is imaginary: And in its o- 
ther Virtues it does not deſerve the high 
Encomiums that have been beſtowed on it. 

There is another Root much of the ſame 
Kind called Ninzin, this is by too many 
confounded with the Gixſeng, but it is the 
Root of a diſtinct Plant: It will be de- 
ſcribed in ifs Place. 

The Ginſeng Plant is a Foot high, and 
has few Leaves: The Flowers ſtand in a 
Kind of Umbell, and they are ſucceeded 
by Berries. It grows in North America as 
well as the Eaſt, but the Root ſent from that 
Quarter has not the Fragrance or Virtues 
of the Eaſtern Kind. 


GLOSSOPETRA. T o0th-Stone. A ſtony 
Subſtance an Inch long, triangular and of 
2 
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a poliſhed Surface, brown or blackiſh. It 
is the Tooth of a Shark which has been bu- 
ried in the Earth and petrified. The Size 
varies greatly as well as the Shape, but Com- 
pariſon with the Teeth in a Shark's Head, 
ſhews what they are. Little ones brought 
from the Iſle of Malia have been called Ser- 
pents Tongues. | 

It has been ſuppoſed of great Virtues a- 
gainſt Fevers, Poiſons and the Tooth-Ach, 
but is now diſregarded. 


GLYCYRRHIZE RADIX. Lique- 
rice Root. A very long and tough Root, 
kept freſh by the Druggiſts. It is brown 
on the Outſide, yellow within, arid of a 
ſweet Taſte. Tis the Root of a Plant cul- 
tivated for it in England and Germany, with 


. winged Leaves, Flowers like the Vetch, and 


rough Heads. Tis kept alſo dry, but has 
lefs Virtue. And a black inſpiſſated Juice 
of it is familiar to every Body. 

It is excellent againſt Coughs, and all Diſ- 
orders of the Lungs, taken in any Manner. 


GRA- 
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GRANA TIGLIA. Molucea Grains. 
A dry Fruit of the Bigneſs of a Kidney Bean 
brought from the Molucca Iſlands. It is 
rounded on one Side, flat on the other, and 
has four Ridges running along it. The out- 
er Skin is ſpotted and clouded, and the Ker- 
nel is large and white. It is the Fruit of a 
Kind of Ricinus or Palma Chriſti. 

They are a very violent Purge, operating 
alſo by Vomit. under proper Management 
they have done great Service in Dropſies, 
but they are of the Number of rough Me- 
dicines now quite diſuſed. 


GRAMINIS RADIX. Graſs-Root. A 
long, white, ſlender Root brought freſh to 
the Markets. It is the Root of the com- 
mon Dogs Graſs, or Couch-Grafs, fo trou- 
bleſome to the Gardeners and Farmers. It 
is a good Diuretick ; it is beſt given in De- 
coction with Marſhmallow Roots, whoſe 
mucilaginous Parts take off the' Acrimony 


there is in the other, and increaſe the Vir. 
tues. 


GRA: 
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. GRANATI CORTEX. Pomegranate 
Rind. The Rind of the ripe Pomegranate 
Fruit dried. The Flowers of the wild Pome. 
granate has been deſcribed under the Name 
Balauſtiæ, this Rind or Shell of the Fruit 
of the common Kind has the ſame Virtue 
as an Aſtringent, and is good in Hæmor- 
rhages and in Diarrhœas. *Tis commonly 
given in Decoction, but it will take more 
Effect in Powder. 


GR. 


GRANATUS. The Garnet. A Stone 
well known among the Jewellers, and com- 
mon in Rings. It is red, hard, and tranſ- 


parent; and the finer Kinds, for there are ſe- 


veral Sorts, are very beautiful. 

It has been celebrated for many Virtues, 
as a Cordial, and againſt malignant Fevers : 
It has alſo been mentioned by ſome as an A- 
ſtringent. Others have condemned it as a 
Poiſon. The Stones our Druggiſts ofteneft 


keep under the Name of Garnets, are of the 


Bigneſs of a Pea, of an octahaedral Figure, 
and of a dirty Purple. Theſe are not pro- 


perly 
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perly Garnets, but a peculiar Ore of Tin 
found in Germany; theſe are poiſonous for 
they contain Arſenic. But the Virtues of 
the right Kind are not worth regarding, nor 
are they now regarded. 


GRATIOLA. Hedge Hyſſop. A little 
Plant wild in ſome Parts of England, by 
Ditch Sides but not common; with oblong, 
broad Leaves two at a Joint, and yellow 
Flowers. The whole Herb is ſometimes 
brought to the Markets. It is a very vio- 
lent Vomit and Purge. Quartan Agues 
have been cured by it, and many obſtinate 
chronick Diſorders ; but at preſent it is diſ- 


regarded. 


GUATACI GUMMI. Gum Guatacum, 
A hard, dry, brittle Reſin, of a duſky O- 
live Colour, very improperly called a Gum. 
Tt is obtained from the Guaiacum Tree, which 
is common in America, and has winged 
Leaves and blue Flowers. The Smell of 
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this Reſin is not much, but its Taſte is * 
acrid and pungent. 
It is excellent in Rheumatiſms, and may 


be given in Powder or Tincture. The Bal- 


fam Polychreſlum of the Shops, is a very 
ſtrong Tincture of it. 


 GUAIACT LIGNUM. Guaiacum Mood. 
The Wood of the Tree which produces the 
Reſin juſt named : It is known among the 
Turners by the Name of Lignum Vitæ. The 
Heart is greeniſh and the outer Part whitiſh, 
It is of a fragrant, reſinous Smell when 
freſh cut, and of an acrid Taſte. 

It is excellent in many chronick Diſor- 
ders; it is attenuant and aperient ; it works 
by Sweat and Urine z and is good in Rheu- 
matiſms and in Venereal Diſorders. Tis 
beſt given in Decoction. | 


GUMMI AR ABICUM. Gum Arabick. A 
whatiſh, tranſparent and fine Gum, brought 
in large, irregular, but often roundiſh or oval 
Lumps, from gypt and the Eaſt, whete 

* 
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it is obtained ſrom a beautiful Species of A. 
cacia or Agyptian Thorn, the ſame that 
affords the Acacia Fuice already deſcribed. 

The Gum Arabick ouzes out of this Tree, 
as the Plumb and Cherry-Tree Gums do in 
our Gardens, and is of the ſame Nature with 
them, only finer, 

It is moſt commonly given diſſolved in 
Decoctions, and is excellent againſt Coughs, 
and in Stranguries, and in Spittings of 
Blood. Nothing more powerfully blunts a- 
ctid Humours. 


GUMMI LACCA. Gum Lac. A Sub- 
ſtance very improperly called a Gum; it is 
more of the reſinous Kind, but is in ſome 
Degree, a ſingular Production; for it is not 
to be diſſolved either in Spirit, which is the 
Solvent of Reſins, nor in Water, which diſ- 
ſolves Gams. We have it in three Forms, 
and each under its ſeparate Name: Theſe 
are Seed-Lac, Stick-Lac and Sbell-Lac. The 
ſecond is its original Form. Stick-Lac is a 


brown, irregular, reſinous, brittle Matter, 
formed 


148 BOERHAAVE's G U. 


formed of little Granicles collected about 
Pieces of Sticks. It has little Smell, but is 
of an aſtringent Taſte. Seed Lac is com- 
| poſed of littte Grains, and is no other than 
K the Stiet-Lar with its Parts diſunited, for of 
F | theſe Grains that was compoſed. Shell-Lac 
is in thin Cakes, hard, tranſparent and pur- ; 
pliſh. It is made by boiling the former 
Kind. 

Zac is found upon the Branches of a Kind 
of Figube Tree, but not on theſe only, but 
on other Shrubs, and even on dry Sticks, 
and on Reeds. Herman affirms he collected 
Luc from Inciſions himſelf made in the Ju- 
jube Tree. Others ſay it is a Kind of Wax 
made by a ſmall Fly, to make a Lodgment 
for its Young, as Bees Wax by the Bees; 
nor is this Point yet determined. 

Lac is aperient and attenuant, it works by 
Urine, and is excellent in Obſtructions of 
the Viſceru. Seed-Lac ſhould be uſed, and 
it is beſt given in Tincture, though it re- 
quires mueh Art to extract a- good one, 


_ GUM- 
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GUMMI . TRAGACANTHA. A 
tough Gum, in long, irregular, ſlender, 
rwiſted Pieces of a whitiſh Colour, - with- 
out Smell, and with very little Taſte, but 
that little, diſagreeable. It is obtained from 
a Shrub of the ſame Name, a Tard high, 
with a white Bark, and little white winged 
Leaves, and white Flowers. It is armed 
with ſharp” Prickles, and is a Native of the 
warmer Parts of Europe, and is not un- 
common in our Gardens. 

The Gum is excellent in Coughs arifing 
from tickling Humours ; alſo in Strangu- 
ries and Dyſenteries. It is beſt given in 
Powder, for in Solution it ſpreads into a 
vaſt Quantity of ill-taſted Mucilage. 


GYPSUM. Plaiſter-Stone. A Stone dug 
for the Service of Artificers in France and 
England: That of Montmortre in France is the 
fineſt. It is white, ſoft, glittering, and 
very much reſembles fine Sugar. 

It has been greatly recommended as an 
Aſtringent, but it is not now at all uſed in 

Medicine. 
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Medicine. The Druggiſts often burn it to 
Powder, or buy it ready burnt, and fell it 
under the Name of burnt Talc, for cleaning 
Silver Lace. This is a very innocent Fraud. 
HEMATITES LAPIS. Blood. ſtone. 
A reddiſh Mineral, very heavy, not pro- 
perly a Stone, but an Ore of Iron, and a 
very rich one. It is either in flatiſh Cakes, 
with the Surface raiſed in round Knobs, or 
in irregular Pieces, longiſh and ſtriated. 
The Ancients diſtinguiſhed theſe two Kinds, 
calling the firſt Hæmatites, and the other 
Schiſtus; but they are both the ſame ; they 
are only Parts of thicker or thinner Lumps. 
We have the fineſt in the World in our own 
Iron Mines. ; 
It is a good Aſtringent. Fifteen Grains 
for a Doſe. Sir Hans Sloane has of late Time 
made it famous alſo for Diſorders of the 
Eyes. | 


HADRA- 
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HEDRATERRISTRIS. Ground Ivy. 
A little creeping Plant with ſquare Stalks 
roundiſh indentedLeaves, and blue Flowers. 
It is brought entire to the Markets; and is 
uſed in Infuſion in the Manner of Tea, or 
in the Juice, or dried and powdered. 

It is celebrated for Diſeaſes of the Lungs, 
and the beſt way of giving it is in a Conſerve 
made of the young Tops. 


HELLEBORI ALBI RADIX. White 
Hellebore Root, A Fibrous Root, . whitiſh, 
and conſiſting of a Button or Head, to which 
the Fibres grow, and which is oval or round- 
iſh; and of thoſe Fibres which are thick 
and tough. It has not much Smell ; but 
the Taſte is acrid and bitteriſh, and in the 
higheſt Degree nauſeous. The Plant which 
produces it is Native of ſome Parts of Eu- 
rope: We have it in Gardens; the Leaves 
are ribbed like thoſe of Plantain ; the Flow- 
ers {mall and greeniſh. | 

The Root is uſed in Powder. Given in 
a fe Grains it is a very rough Vomit; 

ſnuffed 
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ſnuffed up the Noſe it acts as a very power- 
ful Sternutatory; and mixed with Lard it 
is uſed as an Ointment againſt the Itch. In- 
deed it is too harſh for internal uſe. 


HELLEBORI NIGRI RADIX. Black 
Hellebore Root. A Root compoſed of a ſmall 
Button or Head, and a vaſt many very long 
Fibres; the Head is of a deep brown; the 
Fibres are black, and conſiderably thick : 
The Smell is ſomewhat pungent when freſh 
broken; the Taſte is acrid and extremely 
nauſeous. It is the Root of a low Plant, 
with divided Leaves, and Flowers like a 
Roſe ; a Native, of ſome Parts of Europe, 
and for the ſingularity of its flowering in 
the depth-of Winter, kept in our Gardens, 
The Root is imported; but too frequently 
it is mixed with the Root of an Engliſh wild 
Black  Hellebore with green Flowers. This 
Root much -reſembles the other ; but it is 
rougher in its Operations; and therefore 
very improperly mixed with it; and much 

- mote 
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more improperly, as it is ſometimes the 
Caſe, ſold for it. 

It is an excellent Medicine in maniac 
and nervous Caſes ; as alſo in all Obſtruc- 
tions of the Viſcera. In Powder it Purges 
briſkly. In Tincture it acts as an Altera» 
tive; and is excellent to promote the Men- 
fes; and in all hyſterick Complaints. 


HEPATICA. Green Liverwort. A leafy 


Plant frequent in damp: Places, ſpreading 


over the Surface of the Ground, and taking 
root on the under Part. In May there grow 
from theſe leafy Subſtances, ſmall Stalks, 
each bearing a Head, which-when ripe di- 
vides into-five Parts. The Plant isbrought 
freſh to Market, and has a pleaſant Smell, 
but bitter. Taſte. 

It has been celebrated againſt Diſorders 
of the Liver; but it is not now uſed. 


 HERM@DACTYLI RADIX. H- 
modactyl Root. A whitiſh Root of a ſingu- 
lar Figure, reſembling a Heart at Cards. It 


> — 
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is elevated on one Side, and flat on the o. 
ther, and ſeems as if it had been ſplit. It 
has little Smell, and not much Taſte. *Tis 
naturally brittle and white, and mealy with- 
in; but *ris apt to be worm-eaten, and is 
then uſeleſs. We have it from Agypt, and 
it is the Root of a Kind of Colchicum or 
Meadow Saffron. 

The HermodaZyl is a Purge, but it is nei- 
ther a briſk nor an eaſy one, ſo that at this 
Time it is very much diſuſed. 


HIBERNICUS LAPIS. Ji Slate. 
A Mineral of the Slate Kind but ſofter and 
leſs regularly put together than the common 
Slate. It is frequent in many Parts of Eng- 
land as well as Ireland, and is a Kind of Ore 
of Alum, containing alſo a Quantity of Vi- 
triol. Theſe Salts are found in it in vari- 
ous Quantities and Proportions, ſo that it is 
an uncertain Medicine, but from the known 
Quantities of both, its Virtues as an Aſtrin- 
gent, are eaſily accounted for. It is given 


1 * 
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againſt Hæmorrhages, half a Dram for a 
Doſe in Powder. / 


HIPPOCAMPUS. The little Sea- Horſe. 
A ſmall Sea-Fiſh that is kept dry by the 
Druggiſts. *Tis of the Acus or Needle-fiſh 
Kind, but there is ſomething remarkable 
in the Figure of the Head and Neck. 

It has been celebrated as a Remedy againſt 
Poiſons ; but is kept only as a Curioſity. 


HORDEUM. Barley. Two Kinds of 
Barley are kept by the Druggiſts, diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Names of Hordeum Gallicum, and 
Hordeum Perlatum, French and Pearl Barley. 
The firſt called after the Country where it 
is moſt manufactured; the other from its 
Shape and Colour reſembling a Pearl. Bath 
are the Grain of the common Barley of our 
Fields, cleanſed more or leſs perfectly of its 
Huſk. The Pearl Barley is the moſt per- 
tectly cleanſed, bur the French Barley has 
moſt Virtye ; for the Huſk has ſome. 

H It 
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It is excellent in Decoction to obtund the 
Acrimony of Humours. Emulſions are 


made with this Decoction, and it is an In- 
gredient in pectoral Infuſions. 


HORMINUM. Clary. A Plant brought 
entire to the Markets; not a Native of Eug- 
land, but frequent in our Gardens; with 
ſquare Stalks, large Leaves, and open blue 
Flowers. 

It has been celebrated as a Cordial and Su- 
dorifick. *Tis good in hyſterick Complaints, 
and is beſt given either in Infuſion of the 
freſh Plant, or in Conſerve made from the 


Tops. 


HYACYNTHUS. Facynth. A Stone 
well known to the Jewellers, and in the 
Writings of the old Authors, celebrated 
for its Virtues as a Medicine. We ſee it 
ſometimes in Rings. Its Colour is red with 
a Tincture of yellow or orange. It is clear, 
tranſparent and bright, *Tis ſometimes 

found 


ne 
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found in little rough Pieces; ſometimes in 
Columns like Cryſtal. What we generally 
ſee at the Druggiſts under the Name of Hy- 
acinths, are ſmall Garnets, and what they 
ſel] for Garnets, are Grains of Tin Ore, as 
has been mentioned already. 

It has been accounted a Cordial and Aſtrin- 
gent, but *tis not now regarded. | 


HYOSCIAMI SEMEN. Henbane Seed. 
The Druggiſts are expected to keep under 
this Name, a ſmall, whitiſh Seed of the Big- 
neſs of Poppy Seed, collected from a Gar- 
den Plant called Vbite Henbane : but they 
generally have the Seeds of the common 
wild black Henbane, under the Character of 
the others. Theſe are greyiſh, of a rough 
Surface, and ſmall. Their Smell is heavy 
and diſagreeable ; their Taſte bitteriſh and 
ſomewhat acrid. 

The white Henbane Seeds are ſuppoſed to 
have a ſtrong Opiate Virtue : The lack are 
accounted poiſonous : but they are not uſed. 


H 2 HYPOs 
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_ HYPOCISTIDIS SUCCUS. Hypocift 
Juice. An inſpiſſated Juice much reſem- 
bling what is called Span; Liquorice, but 
in ſmaller Maſſes; and more brittle : It has 
ſcarce any Smell, and is of an auſtere, a- 
ſtringent Taſte. We have it from the Le- 
vant, where it is made by evaporeting a 
ſtrong Decoction of a ſmall Plant called 
Eypociſtus, which grows from the Roots of 
| the Shrub Cy/#us, as our Broom-Rape does 
from thoſe of Broom. The Plant is ſmall 
but its Flowers and Fruit or Seed Veſſels 
are both very large. 
The Hypociſtis Juice is a powerful Aſtrin- 
gent, but it is not ſo much uſed as it de- 
—_— 


HYSSOPUS. Hy/ſop. A common Gar- 
den Herb with narrow Leaves and Spikes 
of blue Flowers; *tis brought entire to the 
Markets, and is uſed freſh or dried. 

It is good againſt Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera, and in Diſorders of the Lungs. It 
| 15 
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is given in Infuſion, but a Conſerve made 
from the freſh Tops has much more Virtue. 


HYPERICI FLORES. Flowers of St. 
John's Wort. Small yellow Flowers brought 
treſh to the Markets, uſually with the Tops 
of the Plant with them. They are full of 
{mall Threads, and when wetted and rub- 
bed upon the Hand, they ſtain it, not yel- 
low, but purple. The Plant which pro- 
duces them is common, wild. 


They are eſteemed vulnerary, but are lit- 
tle uſed. 


J. 

JALAPH RADIX. Jalap-Root. A 
Root of an irregular, oblong or tuberous 
Shape, which we commonly receive in Slices 
dried, from the Veſt-Indies. *Tis black- 
iſh and rough on the Outſide ; and whitiſh 
or pale within. It has not much Smell, but 
the Taſte is acrid and diſagreeable. It is the 
Root of a Plant of the Bindweed Kind, fre- 
quent in New Spain. 

H 3 It 
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It is one of the beſt Purges in all the Ma. 
teria Medica, and it is beſt given in Pow- 


der, a Scruple or half a Dram for a Doſe 


with a little Ginger. 


JASPIS. The Jaſper. A beautiful, hard, 
green Stone brought from the Eaft- Indies, 
but more uſed in Ornaments than in Medi- 
cine. It is ſometimes purely green: Some- 


times veined; ſpotted or clouded with yel- 


low, red or white. 
It has been eſteemed a Cordial and Aſtrin- 


Sent. 


ICHTHYOCOLLA. Jfnglaſs. A Kind 
of Glue of a white Colour and firm Sub- 
ſtance, imported from the Northern Parts 
of Europe, where it is made from the Fins 


and Inteſtines of a large -Fiſh of the Stur- 


geon Kind, boiled down in Water. 

It is an excellent Agglutinant and Strength- 

ener; Tis good in Stranguries and Bleed- 

ings; and is beſt taken boiled into a Jelly, 

and in the Manner of Hartſhorn Jellies. 
The 


* 
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The Wine Coopers uſe a great deal of it in 
fining their Wines, and it is excellent for 
that Purpoſe, and perfectly innocent; a Cha- 
racter that does not belong to all they uſe. 


IMPERATORLE RADIX. Maſter- 
covers Root. A brown Root compoſed of a 
thick Head and a Quantity of large Fibres, 
brought freſh to our Markets. It is the 
Root of an umbelliferous Plant, Native of 
ſome Parts of Europe, but kept in our Gar- 
dens. The Smell is ſtrong, and not diſa- 
greeable; the Taſte warm and bitteriſh. 
It is celebrated for many Virtues, parti- 
cularly againſt putrid and peſtilential Fe- 
vers, but there is not ſo much Regard ſhewn 
it at preſent as it ſeems to deſerve. 


IPECACUANHA. Indian Root. Two 
Kinds of Hpecacuanba are imported, a brown 
and a grey; but as the grey is the Kind 
that ought to be uſed, tis Pity the other is 
brought over. Both are from the Span; 
Weſt-Indies, The grey or right Ipecacuanha 

24 is 
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is long, ſlender, twiſted and annulated; 
greyiſh on the Surface, and paler within; 
the Brown is ſmaller; it is of a deep brown 
on the Surface, and white within. The 
grey has not much Smell, this has leſs; the 
Taſte of both is diſagreeable. The Plant 
to which we owe the one, affords alſo the 
other: the only Difference is, that the brown 
is ſtarved, the grey grows in a rich Soil. 
The Plant is ten Inches high, and has a 
few Leaves at the Top only, the Flowers 
are white, and are ſucceeded by Berries. 

The Root is the beſt Emetick we know, 
and is almoſt the only Medicine uſed at this 
Time for that Purpoſe, It has alſo a great 
Aſtringency, and taken for a Length of 

Time in ſmall Doſes, cures Dyſenteries. 


IRIDIS FLORENTINAX RADIX. 
Orrice Root. A white Root of an irregular 
Figure, oblong, twiſted, and tuberous; of 
a fragrant Smell, and acrid but pleaſant 
Taſte. We have it from Zaly. It is the 
Root of the common Flower de Luce of our 
Gardens, 
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Gardens, but in Italy that Plant bears white 
Flowers as it does blue with us. They ſlip. 
off the Rind of the Bark before they dry 
the Root, ſo that we ſhave only the pure 
inner Part. | 

It is a good Pectoral, cutting tough 
Phlegm, ten Grains for a Doſe. The Juice 
of the freſh Roots of our own blue Flower de 
Luce, operates ſtrongly by Vomit and Stool, 
and is good in Dropſies, but it is apt to be 
too violent. 


JUJUBZE. Fujubes. A Fruit brought 
from the warmer Parts of Europe, of the 
Bigneſs of an Olive ; reddiſh, clammy, and 
having a large Stone in the Middle. It is 
the Fruit of the Jujube Tree which we have 
in ſome Gardens, with beautiful pinnated 
Leaves. 

The Fruit was once eſteemed for Diſor- 
ders of the Lungs, and againſt Obſtruc- 
tions of Urine, but it is now aut of Uk. 


JUDAs 


II 5 
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JUDAICUS LAPIS. The Jews Stone. 
A ſmall Stone of a regular Figure. It 
is of the Shape and Bigneſs of an O- 
live ; beautifully ridged along the Sur- 
face; and has at one End the Rudiments of 
a Stalk. Its Colour is browniſh, but in 
ſome Lights, gloſſy. When broken it al- 
ways flies to Pieces ſlanting, and leaves on 
each Side a ſmooth, ſhining Surface. From 
its Shape it has been called a petrified Olive. 
We have- them from Mount Carmel, and 
other Parts of the Eaft, but they are found 
alſo in England. They are the petrified 
Spines of a peculiar Kind of Sea Echinus or 
Hedge-Hog Shell. They are formed of 
Spar, and therefore have the Virtues of Spar 
in Medicine, that is, they are diuretick. 
The Doſe is half a Pram, 


JUNIPERI BACCÆE. Juniper Berries. 
A ſmall Berry not bigger than a large Pea, 
of a roundiſh Shape, but wrinkled on the 
Surface, and covered with a blueiſh Duſt. 
They are the Fruit of the common Juniper, 

A 
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a little ever- green, prickly Shrub, on our 
Heaths, but they are imported from warm- 
er Countries, where it grows to a Tree, and 
the Berries ripen better, 

They are celebrated for great Virtues a- 
gainſt peſtilential Diſeaſes : but they are 
moſt uſed as Carminatives, and are excel- 
lent, 


| K. 

KERMES. The Kermes. A little round 
Subſtance of the Shape and Bigneſs of a Ju- 
niper Berry, of a browniſh red Colour on 
the Surface, but covered with a fine Pow- 
der of mixed ſilvery and purple Hue. When 
broke it is found to contain a Multitude of 
little Granicles, which are ſoft, and when 
bruiſed, yield a deep ſcarlet Juice, The 
Smell is pleaſant, and the Taſte agreeable, 
cordial, but a little bitteriſh. - It is a dried 
Inſect that feeds upon the Ilex or Holm Oak, 
and it is ſo unlike any Animal, that it has 
been ſuppoſed à Kind of Excreſcence of that 


Shrub. 
It 
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It is a very fine Cordial; good in Diſor- 
ders of . Lying-in Women; and is ſub- 
aſtringent. 

Beſides the Creature itſelf, they bring o- 
ver the Juice expreſſed from them on the 
Spot, and preſerved with a little Sugar. 
This is called Kermes Juice. 


L. 

LABDANUM. Ladanum. A ſoft, black- 
iſh, reſinous Subſtance, brought from the 
Levant in Cakes or Rolls of an aromatick 
Smell, and acrid, bitteriſh Taſte. It is col- 
lected from the Leaves of the Shrub Ciſtus, 
called Ciſtus Labdanifera. They draw a Par- 
cel of Leather Thongs over the Leaves of 
this Shrub in the Heat of the Day, and a 
refinous Matter exſudated from them, is col- 
lected on them, and afterwards wiped off. 
It is balſamick and aſtringent; and is 
leſs regarded than it deſerves. Tis excel- 
lent in Diſorders of the Lungs, and has done 
great Service in Dyſenteries, where almoſt 
all other Things have failed. 


. Ta. 
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LAMII ALBI FLORES. Archangel 
Flowers. Small white Flowers brought 
freſh to Market. They are the Flowers of 
the common dead Nettle of our Hedges. 

They are agglutinant, and ſub-aftrin- 
gent; they are good in Coughs, and in the 
Fluor Albus. The beſt Way of giving them 
is in Conſerve. The Flowers of the red 
dead Nettle have the ſame Virtues but in a 
leſs Degree. 


LAPATHI RADIX. Sharp pointed 
Dock Root. A long, tough Root, brown 
on the Outſide, yellow within; of little 
Smell, and of an auſtere Taſte. It is brought 
freſh to the Markets, and is the Root of the 
common Dock which has ſharp en 
Leaves. 

It is good in Decoctions againſt all Ob- 
ſtructions of the Yiſcera, it acts as an At- 
tenuant, but with an after Aſtringency. It 
is principally uſed outwardly in Ointments 


againſt che Itch and other cutaneous F _ 
neiles, 


- 


LAPIS 
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LAPIS LAZULI. Azure Stone. A 
beautiful Stone well known in T oys. It is 
blue with Veins of white, and ſometimes 
of a Gold Colour : Sometimes the Gold-like 
\ Matter is diſpoſed in ſmall Spots or Stars 
and then it was called the Sapphire. It is 
found in the Eaſt, and in many other Places, 
but the Eaſtern is the fineſt. *Tis properly 
an Ore of Copper, a cryſtalline Matter 
tinged blue by that Metal, with Veins of a 
white Cryſtal, and of a yellow Mundick. 

It is a violent Emetick and Purgative, 
this is owing to the coppery Particles. It 
was recommended againſt Diſorders of the 
Head, and as a Cordial and-Sub- Aftringent, 
in ſmall Quantities. It became on this Ac- 
count an Ingredient in ſeveral Compoſitions, 
but it is not now uſed. 


LAVENDULZX FLORES. Lavender 
Flowers. The Flowers of the common La- 
vender of our Gardens, not picked from 
the Huſks, but ſtripped from the Stalks 
with them, are ſold freſh at the Markets, 

| and 
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and kept dried by the Druggiſts under this 


Name. 

They are cordial and cephalick in a high 
Degree, and are Ingredients in many Com- 
politions. 

LAUREOLAE CORTEX. Bark of 
Spurge Laurel. The Bark of the Root and 
of the Stem of the common Spurge Laurel, 
which is a Shrub of a Yard high, withLeaves 
growing principally at the Tops of the 
Branches, and reſembling thoſe of Laurel, 
but longer and narrower ; is brought freſh 
to Market ; and ſhould be kept dried by the 
Druggiſts. It is brown, ſmooth and green- 
iſh within. 

Freſh it is a violent Vomit and Purge; 
dried it operates ſtrongly, but leſs roughly. 
We diſregard theſe harſh Medicines, but 
the preſent Practice is too polite, there are 
Diſeaſes that require them, and People die 
they would fave, This will cure Dropſies. 


LAURI 
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- LAURI BACCIZE. Bay Berries. Large 
roundiſh, light. Berries, kept dry by the 
Druggiſts. They are the Fruit of the com- 
mon Bay-Tree of our Gardens, imported 
from warmer Countries, where they are 
produced in larger Quantities, and ripen 
better. | | 
They are powerfully carminative, but 
unpleaſant ; ſo that they are moſtly uſed in 
Glyſters, or externally. 


LEMNIA TERRA. LULemnian Earth, 
Three Kinds of Lemnian Earth have been 
uſed to be kept in the Shops, a red, a yel- 
low and a white and a fourth is of late 
introduced, which worthily ſupercedes the 
Uſe of them all. They have been uſed to 
be imported ſealed, but the Impoſitions and 
Sophiſtications in them, made it impoſſible 
to place any Dependance on them. This 
laſt Kind comes over rough in its natural 
State, in little Lumps; it is of a browniſh 
Yellow, and very fine. . 


Is 
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It is an excellent Aſtringent, better than 
any of the Boles. 


LENTISCI LIGNUM. Teutiſt Wood. 
A firm, knotty Wood, brought gough with 
the Bark on, in Pieces a Foot or two long, 
and as thick as a Child's Arm. The Bark 
is brown, the Wood whitiſh, and of a re- 
finous Smell and Taſte. 

It is recommended, and with Reaſon, as 
a Balſamick and Aftringent, but is little 
uſed. | | 


LICHEN TERRESTRIS CIRCE- 
REUS. Grey Ground Liver-wort. A little 
wild Plant, conſiſting only of irregular 
Leaves, or a leafy Subſtance; thin, and of 
a greyiſh Colour, frequent in Woods and 
and Hedges. It bears no Stalks or Flow- 
ers, but the Edges of the Leaves have red 
Protuberances on them, which are ſuppoſed 
to contain the Fructifications. The whole 
Plant is brought freſh to Market. 


* 
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It is made famous by Dr. Mead's Re- 
commendation againſt the Bite of a mad 
Dog. ; | 


LILLII ALBI RADIX. White Lilly 
Roat. A large roundiſh Root, flat at the 
Bottom, ſmalleſt at the Top, and com- 
poſed of ſmall thin Scales; white, inſipid, 
heavy, and full of a mucous Juice, It is 
the Root of the white Lilly of our Gar- 
dens, and is to be uſed freſh. 

* Tis uſed externally only, in hard Swel- 
lings and other Caſes where Suppuration 

1s required. | 


LILLI CONVALLII FLORES. 
- Lilly of the Valley Flowers. Little hollow, 
whitiſh Flowers of a very ſweet Smell, u- 
ſually brought to Market on the Stalks, on 
which they grow in a ſingle Row hanging on 
one Side. The Plant which produces them 
is the Lilly of the Valley, frequent in our 
Woods and Gardens, it is a little Herb with 
broad Leaves, and Stalks eight Inches 

high, 


. 
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high, on which after theſe Flowers, come 


Berries. 


The Flowers are eſteemed Cephalick, but | 


they are little uſed. 


LIMONIUM. The Lemon. The Fruit 
of a Free frequent in the warm Parts of 
Europe, and in our Green-Houſes: and fuf- 
ficiently known. 

The Juice and the outer Rind of the Le- 
mon are uſed : Of the Juice is made a Sy- 
"UP, and it diſſolves Salt of Wormwood in 
the common faline Draughts. The Peel is 
uſed freſh and dried, and is cordial, ſto- 
machick, and carminative. From Lemos 
Peel and Nutmeg diſtilled with good Spi- 
ric, is made the Engliſb Citron Water. 


LINI SEMEN. Linſeed. A ſmall, 
brown, gloſſy, oval Seed, of little Smell, 
and ſcarce any Taſte, but mucilaginous in 
the Mouth, kept by the Pruggiſts. It is 
the Seed of the common Flax, cultivated 
for its Stalk for Linnen. 

It 


- 
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It is good againſt Stranguries, and in Diſ- 

orders of the Breaſt, taken as Tea. Exter- 
nally it is emollient, and the Oil drawn from 
it is alſo famous in Diſorders of the Lungs. 


. LINUM CATHARTICUM. Purging 
Flax. A ſmall Herb common in Paſtures, 
with little white Flowers, and large Seed- 
Veſſels. It is brought entire to Market, and 
is uſed freſh or dried. 

It is a very ſtrong Purge, and works 
ſometimes alſo by Vomit. But 'tis good iy, 
Rheumatiſms and many other chronic Diſ- 
orders. Tis not ſo much uſed as it deſerves. 


_ LIQUIDAMBAR. Liquidambar. A 
A ſoft Reſin of a browniſh red Colour, of 
fragrant Smell and aromatick Taſte, brought 
from the Spani/bWeſt- Indies, but leis regard-, 
ed than it deſerves. It is obtained by 
wounding the Trunk of a large Tree which 
we have of late in our Gardens, and call 
the Liquidambar Tree. 


It 
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It is detergent and balſamick ; it operates 


by Urine, and promotes the Menſes, but it 
is ſeldom heard of. 


LITHARGYRUS. Litharge. A Re- 
crement of Lead produced in thoſe Fur- 
naces where Lead is uſed to ſeparate Silver 
from Copper, or for the purifying of Cop- 
per from certain other Foulneſſes. Two 
Kinds are kept by Druggiſts, diſtinguiſhed 
according to the Colour, which is redder, 
yellower, or paler, according to the De- 
gree of Fire and other Accidents, under the 
Names of Litharge of Gold, and Litharge of 
Silver. They have been hence ſuppoſed to 
be collected from Furnates where thoſe Me. 
tals have been refined. Litbarge is indeed 
made in thoſe, but it is uſually run into 
Lead again, What we have is from Den- 
mark, Norway or other Parts of Europe, 
and is from the Copper Furnaces, and is 
only Scoriæ of Lead with a little Copper. 


I; 
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It is uſed in Ointments and Plaifters, be- 
ing ſoluble in Oil. The common or Di. 
achylon Plaiſter is made of it. 


LITHOSPERMI SEMEN. Gromue!! 
Seed, A ſmall, oval, white, pearly Seed; 
hard, gloſſy, of very little Smell or Taſte. 
It is the Seed of the common Gromtwe!/, a 

rough Plant frequent by our Way- Sides. 

It is celebrated as a Diuretick, and as 
good againſt the Gravel, but it is little uſed, 


LUDUS HELMONTII. The waxen 
Vein. A ſtony Subftance ſeeming an indu- 
rated Clay, common in our Pits, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the Cracks which are very 
frequent in it, and are filled up with a yel- 
low Spar. *Tis fuppoſed excellent againft 
the Gravel. Paracelſus preſcribed the cubic 
Pyrite which are like Dice, for this Pur- 
poſe, and called 'them from their Shape, 
Tudi. Helmont miſtaking him, ſuppoſed 
this Stone, which is frequently divided into 
Squares by theſe Cracks, to be the Sub- 

ſtance, _ 
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| | 
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ſtance, and gave it with Succeſs. The Spar 
filling up the Cracks is only to be uſed, and 
this will act as Spar in any other Form, o- 
perating by Urine. 


M. 


MACIS. Mace. A Spice kept by the 
Grocer rather than the Druggiſt. It is in 
thin Flakes, tender, fatty, yellowiſh, and 
of a moſt fragrant Scent and aromatick 
Taſte. It is the Covering of the Shell in 
which the Nutmeg is contained ; that be- 
ing the Kernel of a Fruit like a Peach, the 
woolly Subſtance of which is extended over 
the Mace, The Mace which is red at firſt, 
becomes yellowiſh in drying. | 

It is an excellent Cordial, Reſtorative and 
Stomachick, An Oil is drawn from it by 
Expreſſion, which is fragrant, and much 
uſed externally, but the expreſſed Oil of 
Nutmegs is uſually fold in its Place. 


MAGNES. The Loadftone. A rough 
hard, heavy Stone, properly an Ore of Iron, 
diſtin» 


' 
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diſtinguiſhed from all others by its Quality 
of attracting Iron. | 

It is recommended by the Ancients as 
a Purge, but it is not now uſed ; and from 
its Nature, one would ſuppoſe it ſhould ra- 
ther be an Aſtringent. 


| MAGNESIA. MAanganeſe. An Ore of 
Iron, heavy, brittle, and appearing in va- 
rious Forms, as more or leſs pure ; but in 
its fineſt State reſembling Native Antimo- 
ny of the fineſt Kind. It is of a bright I- 
ron Grey with a Tinge of reddiſh, and is 
irregularly ſtriated. 

It is recommended as an Aſtringent, af- 
ter Calcination. It becomes in this State 
a Kind of Crocus Martis, but it is better to 
uſe the aſtringent Crocus of Iron for that 
Purpoſe. A great deal is employed in the 
Glaſs Trade, but they uſe the leſs pure 
Kinds. 


- MAJORANA. Sweet Marjoram. A 
Garden Plant remarkable for its Fragrance. 
| | | 'Tis 
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"Tis brought entire to Market, and is cele- 
brated as a Cordial and Cephalick, but tis 
little uſed. 


MALABATHRUM. Indian Leaf. A 
large, dry Leaf, brought from the Eat, 
and kept by the Druggiſts. It is oblong, 

broad, and rib'd in the Manner of Plantain, 
of a duſky Green or browniſh Colour, very 
fragrant, and of an aromatick but bitteriſh 
Taſte. It is the Leaf of a large Tree in 
the Eaſt. 

It has been celebrated as a Cordial, Ce- 
phalick and Stomachick, but it is now lit- 
te uſed. | 


MALACHITES. The Malachite. A 
| Kind of Jaſper of a deep Green; ſometimes 
pure; ſometimes ſpotted or clouded with 
white or with black. It is very hard, but 
leſs tranſparent than the other Jaſpers. The 
Ancients who celebrated it highly for itsVir- 
tues, had it from Arabia; we have it from 
the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, but the firſt is beſt, 

I 1 
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It purges in a Doſe of eight Grains which 
which is owing to the Copper by which 
it is tinged z but it is not now uſed. 


MALVA. The Mallow. One of the 
commoneſt of our wild Plants, but of great 
Virtue. The tall Mallow with red Flowers 
is well enough known, but there is a leſſer 
Kind, which ſpreads itſelf upon the Ground 
and has white Flowers, that has more Vir- 
tue. 

The Root is the beſt Part; it operates 
powerfully by Urine, and is beſt given in 

Decoction. This little white flowered Mal- 
low has the Virtue of the Marſhmallow but 


in a greater Degree. 


MANATI- L APIS. Sea-Cow Stone. An 
oblong, ſmall, white Bone, of no Taſte or 
Smell; harder than Bones in general, and 
therefore called a Stone. It is the Os Pe- 
troſum of the Animal to which it belongs, 
the Manati or Sea-Cow, which is an unwiel- 
dy Creature, ſeeming to connect the Land 


and Water Animals. The pectoral Fins ſeem 
: Fee i 
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Feet or Hands. The Tail is like that of a 


Whale; the Skin is hairy. 
The Bone uſed to be worn about Chil- 


drens Necks to prevent Pain in cutting the 
Teeth, but the Anodyne Necklaces ſuper- 
ceded it in that Uſe. It was alſo accounted 
2 Diuretick, but it is not uſed now. 


MANDRAGORA. Mandrate. A ſin- 
gular Plant, Native of warmer Climates, 
but kept in our Gardens; the Leaves of 
which are brought freſh to Market. The 
Root is long, and often divided towards the 
Bottom ; but there is nothing in it of the 
human Figure. The Flowers and Leaves 
grow on ſhort naked Stalks riſing from the 
Root. 

It was once uſed internally as an Anodyne, 
but at preſent the Leaves only are uſed in 
Cataplaſms and Ointments, 


MANNA. Manna. A vegetable Ho- 
ney Juice, ſweating from the Leaves and 


Bark of a Kind of Aſh in [taly, and hard- 
I 2 ening 
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ening into a compact but brittle Subſtance, 
of a white or yellowiſh Colour, which is 
imported in various Degrees of Perfection; 
ſome in long Flakes; ſome in ſmaller Pieces; 
and ſome ſmall and dirty. There are other 
Trees beſides the Aſh which yield Manna, 
but moſt is collected from that Tree. 

It is a gentle and excellent Purge, inferior 
to none, and is ſingularly valuable in this, 
that it does not bind afterwards. 


MARCASITA. Marcaſite. The Drug- 
giſts ſometimes call Biſmuth and ſometimes 
Zink by this Name, but they are diſtinct Se- 
mi-Metals, which have their proper Deno- 
minations: The Marcaſi te properly ſo called, 
is different from both. It is what our Miners 
call Mundick, and is very nearly allied to 
the Pyrites; the principal Difference being 
that the Pyrites is uſually in ſmall Lumps 
more or leſs regular; the Marca/ite always 
in irregular and larger, often in very beau- 
tiful Ones. It is yellow or white; heavy, 
bright and glittering ; and has the Appear- 

| ance 
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ance of a Gold or Silver Ore. It is howe- 
ver compoſed of Sulphur and Vitriol, and 
rarely contains any Thing metallick, unleſs 
it be a little Iron or Copper. 

Calcined it becomes a deep purple Pow- 
der, which is given as an Aſtringent with 
good Succeſs. The Dole is twelve Grains. 


MARGA. Mark. A looſe, crumbly 
Earth of various Colours, red, white, yel- 
low and the like, the Uſe of which in ma- 
nuring Land is well known. 

It has been recommended as an Aſtrin- 
gent, but we have ſo many Earths of the 


Bole Kind which are better, that it is not 
now uſed. 


MARGARITZE. Pearls. A Sea Pro» 
duction ſufficiently well known among the 
Jewellers. They are found in a great Va- 
riety of Shell-Fiſh, from the common Muſ- 
cle to the true and proper Pearl-Shell, which 
is twice as big as an Oyſter. They are pro- 
duced like Bezoars, and are a Diſeaſe to the 

I 3 Animal. 


. * 
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| Animal. They are of the ſame Nature 
with the Shell, and poſſeſs the ſame Virtues : 
no other, or any more. What the Druggiſts 
keep are ſmall Pearls, or ſuch as are of an 
ill Shape or Colour; the large and more 


beautiful being of too much Value. 
Pearls have been famous as Cordials and 


Sudorificks, but they are now little regard- 
ed. The Pearl Cordials of the Apotheca- 
ries, were indeed commonly made of levi- 


gated Oyſter-Shells. 


MARRUBIUM. Hear-Hound. Two 
wild Plants are brought to Market under 
this Name, diſtinguiſhed by the Terms white 
5 and black. 
= - The white is eſteemed an excellent Pec- 
1 foral, and is much uſed : The other is good 
in hyſterick Caſes, but is much leſs regard- 
ed than it deſerves. 


MARUM. Herb Maſtick. Two little 
Plants both Natives of warmer Climates, 
both kept in our Gardens and brought to 

Ce. | | the 
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the Markets, are called by this Name. The 
one is called the rue Marum; the other the 
Maſtick Marum or Herb Maſtick. The firſt 
is elſewhere preferred, but the laſt is the on- 
ly one we uſe. 

They have both a fragrant Smell and a- 
romatick Taſte, and are cordial and cepha- 
lick; they are good againſt Flatulencies, 
and in nervous Complaints, but they are 
rarely uſed. 


MAS TIC. Maſick. A whitiſh or yel- 
lowiſh dry Reſin brought from the Levant 
in little Pieces or Drops of a fragrant but 
reſinous Smell, and acrid, aromatick, agrees 
able Taſte. It drops from the Trunk and 
Branches of the Lentiſk Tree, the ſame the 
Wood of which has been deſcribed already. 

It is detergent, aſtringent and balſamick. 
It is excellent in Conſumptions; in Gleets; 
after Venereal Diſorders; and in the Whites. 


MATRICARIA. Feverfew. A wild 
Plant with jagged Leaves and little Flowers 
14 like 


6 4 
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likeDaiſies, common in Hedges, and brought 
entire to Market. 

It is celebrated againſt nervous and hyſte- 
Tick Diſordets, but it is not much uſed at 
preſent. 


MELANTERIA. Melanteria. A Drug 
famous among the old Writers, but now 
ſcarce known more than by Name in the 
Shops. It is like the Marcaſite of a gold 
yellow, found in little Lumps, of a rough 
Surface and of a tabulated Structure: Some- 
times alſo it is found in Form of a yellow 
Effloreſcence on other Minerals. It is not 
inflammable, but calcines to a grey Powder. 

T was anciently us'd as a Styptick externally: 
And after repeated Calcinations, internally. 


MECHOACANZ RADIX. Mecbo- 
acan Root. A great whitiſh Root which we 
receive cut into Slices and dried ; of little 

Smell, but of an acrid Taſte and very nau- 
ſeous. It is the Root of a Kind of Bind- 
weed of New Spain. 


It 
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It is a Purge but not an agreeable one. 
It is recommended in Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera, but it is little uſed at preſent, though 
it deſerves more Notice. 


MEL. Honey. A ſweet Juice of the 
Vegetable Kind in its Origin. The Bees col- 
left it from the Bottoms of Flowers and 
lodge it in Cells for the Food of their Young. 

The fineſt is Virgin Honey ; the firſt Quan- 
tity made by a Swarm. This is whitifh, 
fluid and fragrant. It will run from the 
Combs without preſſing. It is of this Kind 
of Honey that the foreign Syrup of Capillaire 
is made, but it is more fragrant in thoſe 
Countries, becauſe collected by the Bees from 
aromatick Herbs. There is alſo a whitiſn, 
firm and almoſt ſolid Honey procured by 
preſſing the Combs without heating them: 
And laſtly, the brown or common Honey 
obtained by preſſing the heated Combs, 
which is the worſt of all. 

Honey is pectoral, aperient, detergent and 
diuretick, : 
MELIA 


3 
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MELIA TERRA. Melian Earth. A 
white Marle has been uſed to be kept in the 
Shops under this Name, and celebrated as 
a Cordial and Aſtringent. Among the An- 
cients ſome ſeem to have deſcribed this 
Marle under the Name of Melian Earth, 
and others to. have meant a harſh, gritty 
Subſtance like Rotten-Stone, only white. 
Both probably were imported from the I- 
land whence they were named. The for- 
mer was uſed in Medicine, the other by 
Artificers : But it was uſually adulterated 
and is now diſuſed. 


MELILOTUS. Melilot. A wild Herb 
with trifoliate Leaves, uſually worm-eaten, 
and Spikes of little yellow Flowers ; brought 


entire to Market. 
It is celebrated for having * an In- 


gredient in a Plaiſter named from it, but it 
is now left out of that Compoſition, and is 


little heard of on any Occaſion, 


MELISSA, 


= 
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MELISSA. Baum. A Garden Plant 


of a peculiar Fragrance while freſh, but 


loſing that and with it its Virtue in drying. 
It is eſteemed a Cordial Stomachick and 


Cephalick. The beſt Way of taking it is 
in an Infuſion of the young Tops in the 
Manner of Tea, 


MELONIS SEMEN. Melon Seed. A 
white, ſmooth, flattiſh, oval Seed, contain- 
ing in a tough Shell, a white, ſweet Ker- 
nel of little Smell, but of a pleaſant Taſte. 

It is cooling and diuretick ; *tis uſed in 
Emulſions among the other cold Seeds, or 
with ſweet Almonds. It is the Seed of the 
common Muſk-Nfelon eaten at our Tables, 
cleanſed and dried, 


MENTHRASTUM. Horſe-Mint. A 
wild Herb having ſomewhat the Appear- 
ance of Mint. The Leaves are however 
of a whiter green, rougher and more indent- 
ed; and the Flowers are white. The whole 
Plant has a ſtrong Smell and not very a- 

| greeahle 
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greeable Taſte. It is beſt dry. 
It is celebrated againſt hyſterick Com · 


plaints, and with Reaſon, for it is an excel- 
lent Medicine. 


MENTHA. Spear Mint. A Garden 
Plant brought entire to Market. It has 
ſharply indented Leaves and red Flowers, a 
pleaſant Smell and aromatick Taſte. It is 
uſed entire, green or dried, and ſhould be 
gathered juſt as it begins to flower. 

It is an excellent Stomachick and Carmi- 
native, and is good in Diſorders of the Head 
and Nerves; and it is an Ingredient in ma- 
ny Compoſitions. An Oil, a ſimple and a 
ſpirituous Water of it are kept in the Shops. 


MENTHA PIPERATA. Pepper Mint 
A Garden Plant, though wild alſo in a few 
Places, brought entire to Market and to be 
uſed freſh or dried. The Leaves are broad- 

er and ſhorter, and the Spikes of Flowers 
alſo thicker and ſhorter than in common 

Mint, 


* 
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Mint, otherwiſe they are like. The Smell 
is pungent, the Taſte hot like Camphire. 
It is an excellent Stomachick and Carmi- 
native. A Glaſs of the diſtilled Water is 
often an immediate Remedy in the Cholick, - 


MERCURIALIS. Herb- Mercury. A 
wild Plant with duſty, unctuous Leaves, 
and inconſiderable yellowiſh green Flowers, 
brought entire to Market, and to be uſed 
freſh. | 

It is emollient; it may be eaten boiled as 
Spinach; and it is uſed in Decoctions ford 
Glyſters, 


MEI RADIX. Spignell- Root. An ob- 
long, brown Root, ſmall, uſually branch- 
ed, and diſtinguiſhed by a Tuft of hairy or 

fibrous Matter at the Top like Spikenard. 
It is of an aromatick Smell, and ſharp Taſte, 
but bitteriſn. It is the Root of an umbel- 
literous Plant wild in ſome Places, but the 
Roots are imported from other Parts of Eu- 
rope, The hairy Matter at the Top is form- 

ed 
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ed of the Fibres of decayed Leaves. It is 
carminative and attenuant. It works by 


Urine and promotes the "_ but it is 
now little uſed, 


MEZEREI CORTEX. Mezereon Bark. 
A Bark brought freſh to the Markets, or the 
Shrub to which it belongs is brought thi- 
ther entire. It is the Bark of the Root of 
this little Shrub which has beautiful red 
Flowers, and Berries of the Shape and Co- 
lour of an Olive: A Native of 7aly. 
It is a violent Purge, but is rarely uſed. 
It often vomits as well as purges, and fre- 
quently brings away Blood. 


MILLEFOLIUM. Yarrow. A wild 
Plant with finely divided Leaves, and Tufts 
of white or reddiſh Flowers. It is brought 
entire to Market, and is an excellent Agglu- 
tinant and Aſtringent. A ſtrong Decocti- 
.on of the Root and Leaves of Yarrow has 
cured Dyſenteries. 


MILLE- 
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MILLEPEDES. Woed-lice. An In- 
ſect common between the Bark and Wood 
of decayed Trees, and in other obſcure 
Places. *Tis ſhort, flattiſh, of a greyiſh 
Brown, and has a great many Legs. When 
frighted it rolls itſelf up in a round Ball. 
They are brought ahve to Market : And 
may be ſwallowed alive in its round Form, 
or taken in Powder or Expreſſion of the 
Juice, 

They are good in all Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera; in Aſthmas and in Diſorders of the 
Eyes. 


MINIUM. Red Lead. A Preparation 
of Lead kept at the Druggiſts. It is a 
Powder of a beautiful Red, very heavy and 
without Smell. *Tis made by burning Lead 
to a certain Degree. Lead is ſet over the 
Fire in a broad unglazed Earthen Veſſel, 
when it melts it is kept ſtirring till it be- 
comes a grey Powder : The Fire being con- 
tinued, it grows yellow, in this Condition 
it is called Maſticot, and is uſed by Painters : 

Alter- 
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After this it is to be expoſed ſome Hours to 
a reverberatory Furnace, and it becomes 
red Lead or Minium. This will weigh more 
than the Lead did at firſt. 

It is uſed in Ointments and Plaiſters. 


—— 


MISY. H. A yellow Mineral ve- 
ry much reſembling the Marcafite or Mun- 
dick of our Mines, but lighter and of a 
leſs compact Texture. It is frequent in the 
Iles of the Archipelago, and ſometimes 
comes over amongſt the German Minerals, 

It was anciently uſed as a Styptick after 


Calcination. It is a vitriolick Mineral, and 


is reduced by Calcination to a Colcothar. 


MOROCHTHUS. French Chalk. An 
indurated Clay, ill called Chalk, for it is no 
Alkali. *Tis of an Olive Colour clouded 
with white, ſmooth and fattiſh. 

T was once eſteemed an Aſtringent, and 
given in Hemorrhages, but at preſent it is 
left to the Artificers, whoſe Uſe it ſerves bet- 


ter than Chalk. 
| MO- 
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 MORUS. The Mulberry. The juicy 
Fruit of a Tree frequent in Gardens, 
brought freſh to Market, and preſerved in 
the Juice under the Form of Syrup, which 
is very pleaſant and cooling. 

It is a good Remedy in ſore Mouths, 
and ſerves to ſweeten Juleps in Fevers. 


MOSCHUS. Muſe. A light, friable 
Subſtance, of a blackiſh, or deep and duſky 
purpliſh Colour ; of a very ſtrong perfumed 
Scent ; and of a bitteriſh Taſte. It is 
brought from the Eaſt- Indies in a Kind of 
Bladders about the Bigneſs of a Walnut, 
but it is frequently adulterated. The Ani- 
mal which affords it, reſembles in ſome 
Things the Goat, and in others the Deer 
Kind, but it is not actually of either, but 
a diſtinct Creature from all others. It is as 
big as a Goat. The Ears are like a Rab- 
bit's. It has a hooked Tuſk in each lower 
Jaw. The Perfume is contained in a ſmall 


Bag growing on the lower Part of the Belly. 
Muſt 
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Muſk is a high Cordial, and is of late 
growing into great Repute in Fevers of the 
moſt dangerous Kind. We give it in large 
Doſes, but from the Adulteration, no Me- 
dicine whatſoever is ſo uncertain as to the 


real Doſe. 


MUMIA. Mummy. We uſed to Reep 
two Kinds of Mummy, a liquid and a ſolid, 
The liquid was that originally uſed, but it 
is no quite neglected, and the ſolid almoſt. 
The liquid Mummy is the I. iquor running 
from the ſpicy Ingredients with which hu- 
man Bodies were imbalmed in Ægypt: The 
ſolid is the embalmed Fleſh : It is duſky, 


dry, friable, and of little Smell. 


It has been recommended in Epilepſies 
and many other Diſeaſes, but Nature as well 
as Reaſon declares againſt ſuch Remedies. 


MUSCUS. Moſs. Three Kinds of Moſs 
uſed to be kept in the Druggiſts Shops A 
hairy Tree Moſs, whitiſh and compoſed of 
Filaments : A green, common Moſs picked 

i from 
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from the Skulls of human Carcaſes ; and 
the Cup Moſs from our Banks and Ditches. 
They are all now out of Uſe, but the 


firſt is really an Aſtringent. The Virtues of 


the ſecond were imaginary ; the third is ſtill 
famous among the old Women for the Chin 
Cough ; but it does not deſerve the Opint- 
on they entertain of it. 


MYROBALANI. Myrobalans. A dried 
Fruit of the Plumb Kind, of which five 
Sorts uſed to be kept in the Shops. The 
Citrine, the Indian, the Chebule, Bellerick; 
and Emblick. They were all ſuppoſed” to 
poſſeſs the ſame Virtues of a gentle Purge 
with an after Aſtringency, but they were ſo 
apt to be decayed, and we have ſo many 
Medicines that better anſwer the ſame Pur- 
poſes, that-at this Time they are not heard 
of. The Bengal Bean deſcribed in its Place 
is a vitiated Fruit of this Kind. 


MYRRHA. Myrrhb. A Gum Reſin 
of a firm Conſiſtence, yellowiſh, of a tra- 


grant 
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grant Smell and bitter Taſte, brought from 
- Ethiopia in ſmall detached Pieces. We 


; know no more of its Hiſtory. None has 


ſeen the Tree which yields it. 
It is given againſt all Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera. It promotes the Menſes and is good 
inſt Conſumptions, Jaundice and moft 
other chronick Diſordets. Externally it is 
an excellent Vulnerary. It is beſt given in 
Pills, the Taſte of the Powder being diſa- 
greeable, and the Tincture poſſeſſing its 
Virtues very imperfectly. The Tincture is 
famous againſt Diſorders of the Gums, and 
with great Reaſon, 


MYRTI BACCÆE. Myrtle Berries. 
Small, oblong, light, duſky Berries kept 
at the Druggiſts, of little Smell, of an 
auſtere Taſte, and containing a pulpy Mat- 
ter, and aQuantity of white Seeds. They 
are the Berries of the common Myrtle, and 
are imported from Tracy. | 
They are cooling and Aſtringent, but 


they 
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they are little uſed. They will do Service 
in Purgings with bloody Stools. 


N. 

NAPHTHA. Napbiba. A Mineral Flu- 
id, reſembling ſome Kinds of Petroleum in 
Aſpect, but different in Quality. It is thin, 
fluid, tranſparent, of an Amber Colour with 
a Caſt of Brown; oily to the Touch; of a 
briſk and unpleaſant Smell; of an acrid 
Taſte; and very volatile. We have it from 
Perſia and Tartary, where it floats on the 
Waters of Springs. 

It is excellent againſt Pain, externally 
uſed; and internally is good againſt the Cho- 
lick, the Doſe is fifteen Drops. 


NARDUS. Spikenard. Two Kinds of 
Naraus are kept in the Shops: The Indian 
called Indian Spikenard, which is a Tuft of 
fibrous Matter, growing to the Top of a 
Root; and the Celtick, which is a Root. 
A third is alſo talked of under the Name of 
Mountain Nard, a Root of the large Vale- 

lan, 
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rian, but this is rarely ſeen, and never 
EO 

- Tndiaw Spikenard is in little Tufts of Fi. 
"bro twiſted togethier. They are of a red. 
diſh Brown; very light, fragrant, and of 
an aromatick Taſte, They are the Tops of 
aKind of Cyperus Graſs, common in the Ea. 
It is accounted cordial, ſtomachick and 
Aſtringent, but is little uſed. | 

Celtick Nard is an oblong Root, all of a 
thickneſs equal to one's little Finger, and 
irregularly crooked, in the Manner of Roots 
that run under the Surface of the Ground. 

It is rough or ſcaly on the Surface, of a 
browniſh Colour without, and reddiſh with- 
in. It is of an aromatick, but ſomewhat 
diſagreeable Smell, and of a warm bitteriſh 
Taſte. It is the Root of a Kind of Vale- 
rian, frequent in the warmer Parts of Eu- 
rope. 

It has the Virtues of the Indian Nile 
but in a much greater Degree. 
NAS- 
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NASTURTIUM. & 
are brought to our Mar 
Name, diſtinguiſhed by the, 
den and Water Creſſes : Both 
Taſte. 

Both are good againſt the Sci 
both are eaten in Sallads, and d 
Way taken ſo well. 


NATRUM. The Natrum of the 
ents, A native alcaline Salt. It is foul 
on the Surface of the Earth in many Parts 
of the Eaſt; it is of a pale Brown, in ſmall 
flat ſpungy Maſſes, very light and bitter; 
and of the-ſame acrid Taſte with the fixed 
Salts made from the Aſhes of Vegetables. 
It has no Smell. It has all the Qualities of 
the Alkalis made by Fire; and from its 
Uſe, the Earth in which it is found about 


Smyrna, and in ſome other Places, is called 


Soap Earth. 

It has all the Virtues of the fixed Alka- 
lies; but it is not in Uſe with us, though 
r in the Eaſt. : 

NAPI 


iVEs N E. 
T. Navew Seed, A little 
d, of a blackiſh Colour, of 
df a ſharp and bitteriſh Taſte, 
d from Holland: It is the Seed 
on Navew, a Plant reſembling 
p; but with a long Root. Tur- 
His too often ſold in the Place of 
che Matter is not great. 

ſuppoſed a Cordial and Alexiphar- 
but is never heard of, unleſs as an 
Fredient in ſome of the old Compoſitions. 


NEPETA.. Catmint. A wild Plant, 
with white oblong dentated Leaves and 
Tufts of white Flowers, It is brought en- 
tire to our Markets; and is excellent in 


hyſterick Diſorders ; but it is little uſed. | 
a ] 
| 

| 
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NEPHRITICUS LAPIS. MNephritick 
Stone. A Kind of Jaſper, brought from 
South America, It is green, variagated irre- 
gularly with white; and whether in the en- 
F or freſh broken, or cut and po- 
iſhed, it always has a greaſy Surface; this 

diſtinguiſhes 
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NITRUM. NMitrum. 
large, long, angular Cryſte 
and whitiſh ; the Cryſtals a 
and are terminated by Pyramid 
Figure. It has no Smell, but is 6 
bitteriſn Taſte. 

It is not found naturally in thi 
but is obtained by boiling certain 
common in the ZEaſt; and in ſom 
by boiling in the ſame Manner, the 
biſh of old Buildings, or the Efferveſcenct 
which are found on their Walls. Mitre 
is made in France from the Rubbiſh of 
Buildings as perfect as that from the Eaſt. 
The Earths which contain it are of the 
Marle Kind, and we have ſome Marles 
in England which have it. Indeed Nitre 
may be at any Time collected from the Air, 
by expoſing to it a fixed alkaline Salt: It 
might be made in all Countries to Advan- 
tage: But there wants Genius, or there 
wants Encouragement here tor publick Im- 


S 
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receive from the Eaſt, is 
d in ſmall Cryſtals , it is 
Wo ſet to cryſtallize again to 


bling and diuretick, and is excel- 
Fevers and Stranguries: What is 
al Prunellæ has been uſed to be giv- 
xrdly, but it is found that pure Nitre 
in better. 
31re is alſo of great Uſe to the Artiſts 
| ſeveral Branches. There are many Pre- 
parations of it, and Productions from it 
alſo, famous in the Shops. The principal 
are the Acid Spirit ſimple; and in the Form 
of Aqua Fortis : The firſt is made from Mitre 
alone, or from Nitre and Oil of Vitriol. 
Aqua Fortis is drawn from Nitre and cal- 
cined Vitriol : And Agua Regia which diſ- 
ſolves Gold, is made by Addition of Spirit 
of Salt, or Sea-Salt, or Sal Armoniac in any 
Form to the Spirit of Nitre. For internal 
Uſe we have the dulcified Spirit of Nitre, 
We by diſtilling the ſtrong Spirit, with 
| Spi- 
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Spirit of Wine: And vitriolated Mag made 


by diſſolving the Reſiduum of the 
lation of the Spirit, and ſetting it tù 
ſtallize. The ſweet Spirit is diuretick 
This Salt has the ſame Virtue with vitri- 
olated Tartar, to be named hereafter ; and 
is often ſold in its Place. 


 NUX MOSCHATA. Nutmeg. The 
Kernel of a large Fruit like a Peach. Un- 
der the pulpy Subſtance of this Fruit, there 
is a Shell covered with a foliated Matter, 
which is Mace, and containing within it 
the Nutmeg, which is kept at the Gro- 
cers. We have ſometimes the Fruit brought 
over entire, preſerved with a Syrup. 

The Nutmeg is carminative, ſtomachick, 
cordial and aſtringent. It is of frequent 
Uſe in Medicine as well as Food, 


NUX CUPRESSI. Cypreſs Nut. A 
brown irregular Fruit, of a reſinous Smell 
and auſtere Taſte ; cracked in ſeveral Pts, 
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and light; It-is the Fruit of the common 
Cypreſs Tree of our Gardens. 
It is an excellent Balſamick and Aſtrin- 


gent in ſmall Doſes, but is not enough known. 


NUX PISTACHLE. Piſtacbia Nuts. 
An oblong Fruit. . conſiſting of a wrinkled, 
looſe Skin, within which is a woody Shell, 
and in that a ſweet, large, greeniſh Kernel, 
in a red Film. Ir is the Fruit of a Tree of 
the ſame Name, much reſembling the Tur- 
pentine Tree in its Manner of Growth. We 

have them from the Zaſt, as alſo from the 
warmer Parts of Europe. 

They arc eaten at our Tables, and they 
may be made into Emulſions. They are 
ſtrengthning and reſtorative. 


NUX VOMICA. The Yomic Nut. 
A rounded flat Fruit of the Breadth of a 
Shilling, ſtriated, tough and of a whitiſh 
Colour, and of an horribly acrid bitteriſh 
Taſte. We have it from the Eaſt-Indies. 


The Tree which produces it is large and 
| beautiful. 
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beautiful. Its Fruit is of the Bigueſs, Shape 
and Colour of an Orange, and in each 
there are about fifteen Kernels, which are 
theſe Nuces Vomicæ. f 
They are uſed as a Poiſon ſor Animals. 
They have been recommended however, in 
fmall Doſes internally as a Medicine, but 
we have ſeen ill Conſequences attend them, 
and we have ſo many ſafe Medicines for the 
ſame Purpoſes, that it is raſh to uſe them. 


NYMTHAZX RADIX. Water-Lilly 
Root. A vaſt Root, brought freſh to the 
Markets; long, thick, and irregular in 
Figure ; duſky on the Outſide, white with- 
in; ſpungy ; of a faint Smell, and mawkiſh 
Taſte. Ir is the Root of the common white 
Water-Lilly of our Brooks. 

It is an excellent Balſamick and Aftrin- 
gent. It is beſt given in a ſtrong Decoc- 
tion, and is excellent in the Fluor Albus and 
Gleets. 
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O. 

- OCHRA. Ochre. A yellow Earth; 
heavy, of a duſty Subſtance, and of no par- 
ticular Smell or Taſte. We have it in great 
Abundance and of many Species, in Eng- 
land: but the fineſt is that found in ſmall , 
Maſſes in Gravel Pits, or in Iron Mines; 
that which lies in large Beds is coarſe and 
clayey. 

The Ancients uſed it externally to diſcuſs 


Tumours : At preſent it is left to the Paint- 


_ _ OLEUM TERRE. Oil of the Earth. 
A thick Liquor like Treacle ; of a black- 
iſh Colour, with ſomething purpliſh and 
yellowiſh when ſeen in ſmall Quantities ; of 
a ſtrong offenſive Smell, not unlike that of 
the Oil of Amber; and of an acrid, nau- 
ſeous Taſte, We have it from the Eaſt-In- 
dies, where it ouzes out of the Cracks of 
Rocks. | 


It 
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It is uſed externally againſt Pain. There 
is another Oil of this Name, brought from 
the Eaſt- Indies, which is made by boiling 
certain Earths and other Ingredients in Oil 
of Olives. but that has little Virtue. 


OLIBANUM. Olibanum. A dry Re- 
ſin of a pale browniſh yellow, friable, not 
very tranſparent, of a reſinous Smell, and 
an acrid bitter Taſte. It is brought in ſmall 
Drops or Pieces from the Eaſt, but we know 
nothing of the Tree which produces it. 

It is excellent in all Diſorders of the 
| Breaſt and Lungs ; and in the Whites and 
old Gleets. The Doſe is fifteen Grains. 


ONYX. The Onyx. A Stone very well 
known among the Jewellers, and by the old 
Writers celebrated for its Virtues as a Me- 
dicine. They preferred the blueiſh Oxyx 
with white Veins for this Purpoſe. "Ne 
have it from the Z2ft. and when the Pieces 
are fine, it is of great Value. | 


K 5 They 
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They called it a Cordial and Aſtringent, 
but the preſent Practice regards no ſuch 
Medicines. 


OPALUS. The Opal. An exceedingly 
beautiful, and very ſingular Stone, reſem- 
bling in ſome Reſpects, Mother of Pearl, 
but ſuperior to it, as a Stone muſt be to a 
Shell, in Hardneſs and Luſtre. Its natural 
Ground Colour is whitiſh, but it gives all 
the others in Reflection. We have it from 
the Eaſt, and an inferior Kind from ſome 
Parts of Europe. 

It is highly celebrated as a Cordial, but 
we regard nothing of this Kind in the pre- 
ſent Practice. 


OPHITES. The Serpent Stone. Three 
Stones were called by this Name among the 
Ancients. A Green variegated with white; 
a Green variegated with black; and a Grey 
with black. They are all of the Marble 


Kind, and have been ſuppoſed to poſſeſs 
great 
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great Virtues againſt the Bites of a Serpents, 
but they are not at all regarded now. 


OPHIOGLOSSUM. Aaders-Tongue. A 
ſingular little Plant, brought freſh to the 
Markets in Spring, from the Meadows. It 
conſiſts only of one Leaf, which is thick, 
oval, of a freſh green, and juicy; and of 
a little green Spike containing the Ceeds, 
and ſuppoſed to reſemble the Tongue of a 
Serpent. 

It is little regarded in the Shops, but the 
good Women make an excellent Ointment 
of the Leaves boiled till they become criſp 


in Lard. 


OPOPONAX. Opoponax. A Gum Re- 
ſin of a browniſh Orange Colour; of a diſ- 
agreeable Smell, and acrid and nauſeous 
Taſte. It is brought us from the Eaſt, uſu- 
ally in ſmall Pieces, ſometimes in Cakes, 
but thoſe are coarſe and foul. We do not 
know the Plant which affords it, but it is 


ſuppoſed to be obtained from the Root of 
an 
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an umbelliferous One. The old Writers 
have told us the Name of this Plant Ponax 
Heraclium, but we don't know it. 

It has the. Virtues of Ammoniacum. It is 
attenuant; excellent in Aſthmas; and in 
large Doſes will purge a little. It is alſo 
celebrated in nervous Caſes, but it is leſs 
pleaſant than Ammoniacum, and therefore is 
leſs uſed in thoſe Intentions, and its other 
Virtues are diſregarded, 


_ OPIUM. Opium. An inſpiſſated Juice in 
Look not unlike Spaniſb Liquorice, but leſs 
firm. It is black, tough, of a very ſtrong and 
unpleaſant Smell, and acrid, bitter and nau- 
ſeous Taſte. We have it from Turkey, 
in large Cakes wrapped up in Poppy-Leaves 
or thoſe of other Plants. They obtain it 
from the great white Poppy by wounding 
the Heads when they are near their full 
Growth, and they get two or three Kinds, 
different in Strength, by repeated Inciſions. 
The beſt or firſt Runnings ſrom the Wounds 
never comes to us. It has been faid.ghat 

| the 


4; 
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the Opium we have is obtained by preſ- 
ſing the Heads: but that is an Error. It is 
one of the moſt powerful Drugs we know. 
It is the greateſt of all Anodynes; and it 
brings on Sleep with certainty. It is alſo a 
high Cordial, a Sudorific, and an Aſtringent. 
All thefe Qualities it poſſeſſes in a gfeat De- 
gree; its Value therefore is obvious. 


ORCHIS. Fools Stone. A pretty Plant 
in our Meadows, with long deep green 
vm Leaves, and Spikes of purple Flow- 

: The Root is a double Bulb, white and 
full of a mucous Juice. 

Thele are celebrated as Reſtoratives, and 
Provocatives to Venery ; but they are little 
uſed. The Salep which we have from the 
Eaſt, is the Root of a * of Orchis 
cu dried. 


ORIGANUM. Wild Marjoram, A 
wild Plant, ſingular for its Growth, and 
for its Beauty ; brought entire to Market. 


It is of a ſtrong, but pleaſant Smell, and 
acrid 
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acrid aromatick Taſte. It is good againſt 
Diſorders of the Head and Stomach, taken 
in an Infuſion of the freſh Tops. There is 
on Oil kept in the Shops under its Name, 
famous for the Tooth-ach ; but it is ufual- 


ly made from Thyme. 


OS DE CORDE CERVI. Bone of a 

" Stags Heart. A flat oblong whitiſh boney 
Subſtance, without Smell or Taſte, ; taken 
from the Heart of an old Stag, and form'd 
by the Offification of the Arteries. At pre- 
ſent we ſee the Os Hyoides of a Sheep ſold 
for it, when any Thing is called by the 
Name; but its imagined Virtues were fan- 
taſtical, and in General it is not minded. 


OS SEPLE. Cuttle-Fiſh Bone. An ob- 
long broad boney Subſtance, light, whitiſh 
and compoſed of a hard ſhelly Matter, 
filled up with a ſoft and foliated Subſtance, 
We have it from the warmer Parts of Eu- 
rope. It ſupports the Body of a Sea-Fiſh, 
common in their Seas; and of a ſingular 

| Kind, 
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Kind, known by the Name of the Iut-Fiſb, 
from a black Liquor which it voids to foul 
the Water, when in Danger of being ta- 
ken. 

This Bone is celebrated as a Diuretick , - 
and is recommeneed in Aſthmas; but at 
preſent it is little uſed, except in Tooth- 


powders 


OSTEOCOLLA. Bonebinder. A whi- 
tiſn ſtoney Subſtance, of the Length and 
Thickneſs of a Finger, hollow, or hav- 
ing the Cavity filled with a white Earth. 
The Subſtance itſelf is a foul Spar; or 
a Spar debaſed by a great Quantity of 
marley Earth; and it has uſually been 
form'd in the Way of Incruſtation round a 
Piece of Stick, or ſome ſuch Subſtance, 
the Remains of which are found in it. We 
have it from Germany. 

It was long famous for occaſioning a 
Callus to grow quickly in broken Bones; 
but at preſent it is not at all regarded. 


OSTRA- 
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OSTRACITES. The OfftraciteeÞ A 
ſtoney Subſtance, of the Figure of an Oyſt- 
er-ſhell, and formed of an Oyſter-ſhell pe- 
triſied by ſparry Matter, *tis found in every 
Part of Europe. Petrified Oy iter: ſhells are 
often flinty, or like Pebbles; theſe are not 
to be uſed in Medicine; but the ſoft and 
brittle, and ſuch as glitter when broken. 
They conſiſt of Spar, and have its Virtues. 

They are diuretick in a Doſe of half a 
Dram; but they are not regarded in Pre- 
ſcription, or kept in the Shops. 


P. 


PAONLE RADIX. Piony Root. A 
brown oblong irregular Root, of the tube- 
rous Kind ; brought freſh to the Markets. 
It is fleſhy, heavy, ſoft, and has no particu- 
lar Smell, but is of a diſagreeable Taſte. 
It is the Root of the MalePiony of our Gar- 
dens, that Kind which has ſingle Flowers. 


It 
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It is recommended greatly in nervous 
Complaints; but it is not greatly uſed. 


PARZATONIUM. Paretonian Earth. 
A fine white Clay, famous among the An- 
cients for its Uſe in Painting, and for its 
Virtues in Medicine. It is of the Nature 
of our Pipe Clay, only finer. We have it 
at this Time in the e of Wight. They 
found it on the Shores of the Greek Iſlands. 

It has been eſteemed an Aſtringent, ſupe- 
rior to all of the Bole Kinds, but it is now 
diſuſed. 


PAREIRA BRAVA. Pareira brava. 
A long, tough, uneven, woody Root, re- 
ſembling a Branch of a Tree of the Vine 
Kind, more than a Root. It is firm, tough, 
light and ſpungy. Brown on the Surface, 
and yellowiſh within; of little Smell, but 
of a bitter Taſte with an Admixture of a 
mawkiſh Sweetneſs. We have it from the 
Brazils, but we do not know to what Plant 
it belongs. 

It 
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It is a very powerful Diuretick. We have 
ſuſpected its Virtues, becauſe we have oft- 
en had it in a decayed State. When freſh 
it is an excellent Medicine. It is alſo a good 
Attenuant, and has done great Services in 
Pleuriſies and Quinſies. 


PARIETARIA. Pellitory of the Wall. 
A wild Plant brought entire to Market, 
with reddiſh, brittle Stalks; ſmall, oval 
Leaves; and greeniſh white inconſiderable 
Flowers. | 

It is a good Diuretick, the beſt Way of 
taking it, is in a ſtrong Decoction of the 
freſh Plant: But it is diſuſed. 


PASSULZ. Raifms. Grapes ſuffered 
to hang on the Vine till they are quite ripe, 
and afterwards gently dried in the Sun or in 
an Oven. The Far Raifins, and Raiſins of 
the Sun, are dried only in the Sun, whence 
the Name of the laſt; the coarſer Kinds are 


all dried in Ovens, whence their ill Colour, 
and 


P A. MArRIA Mrnica. 211 


and ill Taſte. The Far Raiſins only ſhould 
be uſed in Medicine. 

They are balſamick and reſtorative, good 
in Diſorders of the Jungs, and in Decays; 
in Sharpneſs of Urine, and in Diarrhceas 
with ſharp Stools. 


PAVANZA LIGNUM. Pavana Mood. 
A light, ſpungy Wood, brought in ſmall 
oblong Pieces, Bark and all; of a brown 
Colour, without Smell, but of an acrid 
Taſte. We have it from South America. It 
is the upper Part of the Stem or Trunk of 
that Kind of Palma Chriſti which produces 
the Grana Tiglia before deſcribed. When 
freſh it is full of a milky, acrid Juice, and 
is of a diſguſtful Smell, and nauſeous Taſte, 
but it loſes much of the one, and the other 
almoſt entirely in drying. 

When freſh it operates violently by Vo- 
mit and Stool, often bringing away Blood : 
When dry it purges, but leſs violently; it 
does not vomit at all; and it ſometimes on- 
ly operates by ſweating. It is greatly re- 

commended 
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commended in chronick Diſeaſes ; but it is 
not much uſed. | 


_ PEDRO DEL PORCO. Porcupine Be- 
zoar. A Stone famous for its Virtues, 
il called a Bezoar. It is produced in 
the Gall-Bladder of the Porcupine in 
the Eaſt- Indies, and is of a greeniſh white 
Colour, oblong, and of a bitter Taſte, not 
firm, ſmooth or coated like the Bezoars, 
but rough. 

It is celebrated againſt the Small Pox 
and malignant Fevers, but is not uſed in the 
preſent Practice. 


PENTAPHYLLI RADIX. Cinquefeil 
Root. A Root, or rather the Bark of a 
Root kept in the Shops, and often brought 
freſh to Market. It is brown, ſlender, and 
in Quills when the woody Part is taken our. 
It is the Root of the common Cinquefoil 
which creeps about our dry Banks, with 


yellow Flowers. 
It 
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It is a very good Aſtringent but is not 


much uſed. 


PETASITIDIS RADIX. Butter-Burr 
Root. A Root of an irregular Figure, 
brought freſh to the Markets. It is oblong 
and crooked, and is one of thoſe which 
creep under the Surface of the Ground. It 
is brown on the Surface, white within ; 
ſpungy ; of a ſtrong, but aromatick Smell; 
and acrid and bitteriſh Taſte. It is the 
Root of the common Butter Burr of our 
Meadows. 

It is celebrated as an Alexipharmick, but 
is not much uſed. | 


PETROSELINI RADIX. Parſley- 
Root. A long white Root, with little 
Smell, and of a ſweetiſh pleaſant Taſte, - 
brought freſh to our Markets. It is the 
Root of the common Parſley. 

It is an excellent Diuretick, and is good 


againſt all Obſtructions of the Viſcera: It 
is beſt taken in Decoction. 


PETRO 


/ 
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PETROLEUM. Ot of Petre. A mi- 
neral Oil, very thin, and of a penetrating 
and diſagreeable Smell. It is ſometimes 
colourleſs like Water; ſometimes yellow- 
iſh, purpliſh or blackiſh ; but this is all 
accidental, and has no Effect upon its Vir- 
tues. It is found in Lac floating upon the 
Water of Wells, and running down the 
Sides of Hills. 

It is excellent uſed externally in para ly- 
tick Caſes, and in Pains. It is alſo given 
internally in hyſterick Complaints with Ad- 
vantage; and it promotes the Menſes. 


PIMENTO. Jamaica Pepper. A rough 
brown, roundiſh Fruit, of an aromatick 
Smell, like a Mixture of all the Spices, thence 
it obtained its Engliſ Name, All-Spice. It 
is very improperly called Pepper. It is the 
Fruit of a large and beautiful Tree frequent 
in Jamaica and other Parts of the We/t-1n- 
dies. 

It is an excellent Carminative, and Sto- 
machick, 


* 
P I. 


machick, and deſerves to be more regard- 
ed than it is yet in Medicine. 
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PINI NUCLE. Pine Kernels. A ſmall 
oblong Fruit, conſiſting of a hard Shell in 
which is contained a white ſweet Kernel like 
an Almond, incloſed in a reddiſh Skin. It 
is the Kernel of the Pine Cones. A Multi- 
tude of theſe are contained in every Cone 
of the manured Pine, and they are picked 
out and laid up for Uſe. 

The Kernel has great Virtues as a Re- 
ſtorative. It may be eaten or made into 
Emulſions. *Tis wonderful they are not 
more uſed. 


PISSELEUM INDICUM. Barbadees 
Tar. A thick mineral Fluid of a blackiſh 
Colour; a very ſtrong and. diſagreeable 
Smell; and acrid, bitter and nauſeous Taſte. 
It is found in many Parts of America, run- 
ning down the Sides of Hills, ouzing out 
of Cracks of Rocks, or floating upon Wa- 


ters. | 
It 
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It is a diſagreeable, but a very good Me- 


dlcine againſt Coughs and all Diſorders of 
the Breaſt and Lungs. 


PISSASPHALTUM. Earth-Pitch., A 
Mineral Fluid of the Thickneſs of Honey ; 
blackiſh, tough, viſcqus, and of a diſa- 
greeable Smell, and acrid, nauſeous Taſte. 

It was famous among the Ancients for 
ripening of Tumours. We have it from 
the Zaft, where they uſe it internally againſt 
Cholicks. But what we meet with is uſu- |, 
ally ſo adulterated, that *tis not to be truſted, 


PLUMBUM. Lead. A Metal that 
does not in its crude State come into Uſe in 
Medicine, but of which we have many Pre- 
parations. It is the Product of our own 
Country in great Abundance, and of al- 
moſt all other Places. We hear of its being 
found native or pure, and perfect in the 
Earth, but that is an Error, it never is ſo: 
What has been ſuppoſed to be native Lead 
is a malleable Ore of Silver. The Prepara- 

| tions 
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tions of Lead in Uſe in the Shops, are the 
Ceruſs and Minium deſcribed already; the 
Plumbum uſtuni or burnt Lead, made by burn- 
ing Lead with Sulphur ; and Sugar of Lead, 


made by a Solution of Ceruſs in diſtilled Vi- 


negar, evaporated to obtain the Salt. 

Theſe are all intended for external Uſe, 
but ſome have venture to give the Salt or 
Sugar of Lead inwardly : It is a dangerous 
but a very powerful Styptick ; a Dram of 
it diſſolved in a Pint of Water, acidulated 
to the Taſte with Spirit of Vitriol, is good 
againſt the worſt Hemorrhages : But it 
muſt be given with great Caution. 


PNIGITIS. Prigitis. A black Earth 
of the Nature of Clay, which becomes 
white in burning. The Ancients were fond 
of it as an Aſtringent. We have it in Eng- 
land, and Tobacco-Pipes are made of it: 
But it is not regarded, nor deſerves to be 
regarded as a Medicine. 


1 POLY- 
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- POLYGONATI RADIX. . Solomon's 
Seal Root. An oblong, lender, tuberous, 
irregular Root, brought freſh to the Mar- 
kets. It is white, fleſhy, inſipid, and full 
of @ ſlimy Juice. It is the Root of the com- 
mon So/omon's Seal, a Plant frequent in our 
Gardens, and wild in ſome Woods. 

It is eſteemed excellent in external Appli- 
cation againſt Bruiſes. 


POLYPODII RADIX. Polypody Root. 
An irregular, oblong, ſlender Root, brought 
freſh to the Markets. It is one of thoſe 
which creep on or under the Surface of the 
Ground: It is tuberous, crooked, brown 
and rough on the Outſide; and greeniſh 
within: It has little Smell, but a ſweetiſh 
unpleaſant Taite,- It is the Root of the 
common Polypody, a little Plant of the Fern 
Rind, that grows on Ditch nine about 
Woods. ‚˖ 

It is a gentle 8 and a opens Ob- 
ſtructions of the Viſcera: But it is ſeldom 
given alone. 


POM. 


— 
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POMPHOLYX. Pompholyx. A me- 
tallick Recrement, found in Furnaces where 
Copper is made into Braſs with Zink or Cas 
lamine. It is whitiſh, friable, and in thin 
Cakes, or in a Kind of Powder: It is pro- 
perly the Flowers of Calamine or Zink. It 
riſes higher than Tutty, which is obtained 
from the ſame Fuſions, and is lighter and 
purer. We have it from Holland. 

The Ancients celebrate it againſt Diſor- 
ders of the Eyes, and in old Ulcers : Some 
have given it inwardly as an Emetick, but 
it is a very rough one, and ſometimes at- 
tended with ill Conſequences, 


PULEGIUM. Pennyroyal. A wild Herb 
with weak Branches, ſmall Leaves, and 
little red Flowers in Cluſters about the 
Stalks. They bring to Market, a larger 
Garden Kind, which has leſs Virtue, 

It is excellent in hyſterick Diſorders, 
taken in Infuſion, or in the diſtilled ſimple 
Water. It promotes the Men/es. 


1. 2 PUMEX. 
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PUMEX. Pumice. A whitiſh, ſpungy | 
Maſs of a ſtoney Nature, but light and brit- 
tle. We have it from many Parts of Europe, 
and it is evidently a ſtoney Subſtance cal- 
cined by ſubterranean Fires. The burn- 


ing Mountains all throw out Pumices a- 
mongſt other Things. 
It is uſed in Tooth Powders. 


| _PYRETHRI RADIX. Pellitory of Spain. 
3 A ſmall, oblong, brown Root, brought from 
the warmer Parts of Europe, of no great 
Smell, but of a violently acrid Taſte. It 
is the Root of a little Plant with divided 
Leaves, and large Flowers like Daiſies. 
It is famous againſt the Tooth- ach; and 
is in ſmall Quantity an Ingredient in ſome 
Compoſitions againſt the Cholick. 


| 9 PYRITES. Fire-Stone. A Mineral of 
the ſame Nature with the Marcaſite or Mun- 
dick, before mentioned, only found in ſmall 
detached Pieces; theſe are of a various 


Shape and Stucture, ſome are angular, o- 
thers 


R H. MarTerra Mepica. 221 


thers roundiſh ; and ſome granulated, o- 
thers ſtriated within : Lumps of Pyrites are 
alſo found of the Form of Shells: A Kind 
of Petrifactions. The Colour is yellow, 


white or greeniſh. . It burns with a blue 
Flame, and leaves a purple Powder. This 


Powder the Ancients uſed as a Styptick, but 
the Colcothar of Vitriol will anſwer all its 
Purpoſes better, 


R. 


RHABARBARUM. Rþubarb. A large 
Root, yellow on the Outſide, and marbled 
with red within; of an aromatick Smell, 
and bitteriſh, but agreeable Taſte. We 
have it from the Eaſt. It is the Root of 
a tall and robuſt Plant of the Dock Kind, 
carefully cleaned and dried; a great deal of 
it is ſpoiled by Want of this Care, and ſells 
at an inferior Price. 

It is an excellent Purge with an After- 
Aſtringency. It is good againſt Obſtruc- 
tions of the Viſcera. It may be taken in 


L 3 Powder 
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Powder or Tincture, or in the Extract; or 
the Root itſelf chewed, which is the beſt 


Way of all. 


RHAPONTICUM. Rhapontick. A 
large, long, divided Root, of a browniſh 
Colour on the Outſide, | reddiſh within; of 
the Smell'of Rhubarb but fainter ; and of 
a bitteriſh and ſomewhat acrid Taſte, It is 
the Root of a large Plant with roundiſh 
Leaves, little white Flowers. and triangu- 
lar Seeds. We have it from Ruſſia and the 
af. | 1 7 | 

It is of the Nature of Rhubarb, but leſs 
purgative and more aſtringent: But we 
ſeldom ſee it genuine in the Shops. What 
is uſually ſold for it, is the Root of what 
we call Monks Rhubarb. 


RHODIUM LIGNUM. Reſe-wood. 


A firm, heavy, hard Wood, of a duſky yel- 


lowiſh Colour, variegated with brown, yel- 
low or white; of an irregular Grain, knot- 
ty, and when freſh cut, of a light, but ve- 

4 o ry 
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ry fragrant Scent : The Smell is like that of 
the Damaſk Roſe. The Taſte is auſtere, 
but not unpleaſant. We have it from the 
Eaſt; and we ſometimes get thence alſo an 
Oil drawn from it by Diſtillation, which 
has its true Scent. Perfumers ſell this under 
the Name of Eſſence of Damaſk Roſes. 
We do not know the Tree that affords this 
Wood, different Shrubs have been named, 
but erroneouſly. What they call Roſe- 
wood in Jamaica, is not the ſame, nor com- 
parable to it. 
It is eſteemed a Cordial and Aſtringent 

Tt is alſo recommended in nervous Caſes, 
but it is little uſed. 


RIBESLE FRUCTUS. Carrants. Two 
Kinds of Currents are named among Medi- 
. cinal Fruits, the red and the black, They 
both fall under the Hands of the Confectio- 
ner, rather than the Druggiſt. The Jellies 
made. from them are pleaſant. That of the 
red Currants is cooling; that of the black has 
been greatly recommended againſt fore 

L 4 Throats, 
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Throats, but it does not deſerve all that is 
ſaid of it. 
RORISMARINI FLORES. Roſema- 

5 Flowers. The Flowers of the common 
Roſemary of our Gardens, gathered with 
the Huſks, and uſually ſome Leaves about 
them, are brought freſh to our Markets for 
Diſtillation : And the Flowers picked clean 
tor Conlerve, 
They are fragrant and cordial. They are 
9 good in Diſorders of the Head and Nerves. 
Hungary Water is made of them, and they 
are an Ingredient in many of the old Com- 
poſitions. A Tea made of them freſh, is 
good in nervous Caſes. 


ROSE. Naſes. The Flowers of the 

common RNoſe- buſb of our Gardens. Two 

10 Kinds are uſed, the damaſt and red. The 
: damaſt are to be choſen juſt full blown; the 
1 red in the Bud. The firſt are for Diſtillation 
of Roſe- water, and making the purging Sy- 
rup of Roſes, The others are for Conſerve 
- and 
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and for drying. For both theſe Purpoſes, 
they are to be taken out of their Cup, and 
the white Heels cut off. They are aſtrin- 
gent, as the damaſk are purgative. | 


RUBLE TINCTORUM RADIX. 
NMadder Root. A long, ſlender, tough, red A 
Rcot, of little Smell, but of an auſtere 1 
Taſte with a Mixture of ſweet and bitter a- 
mongſt it. It is the Root of one of the ſtel- 
late Plants cultivated in Fields for it. | 

It is good againſt Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera, and works by Urine, but it is ſel- 
dom uſed ſingly. The Dyers employ a 
great deal of it. 


RUBRICA FABRILIS. Reddle. A 
red Earth of the Marle Kind, ſoft, unctu- 
ous, friable, and of a diſagreeable Taſte. 

It is accounted an Aſtringent, but is not 
uſed, except in the Adulteration of Bole 
Armenic: The Earth ſold under this Name, 
being a Mixture of this and Pipe-Clay. 


- 
» S— * - 
od ä i OI ao EE on 3 = — 
4 


RU- 


226 BOERHAAVE' RU. 


— RUBRICA SINQPICA. Sinopic Earth. 
A compact, hard and heavy red Earth; of 
an aſtringent Taſte. The. Ancients had it 
from Cappadocia, At preſent it is frequent 
in New 9 where they call it Blood- 


Stone. 
It is a powerful Aſtringent: Tis found to 
contain a great deal of Iron, but tis not us'd. 


RUBINUS. The Ruby. A Jewel very 
well known in the World, but which never 
came farther than in Name into Medicine. It 
is of a beautiful Red; extremely hard and 
tranſparent; and is found in the Form of 
ſmall Pebbles, and Grains of Sand, on the 
Shores of Rivers in the Eaſt. 

It is called a Cordial, but never uſed. 


RUSCI RADTX. Butchers-Broom Root, 
A whitiſh, long, irregular and branched 
Root : It is one of thoſe that creep under 
the Surface of the Ground, and is brought 
freſh to the Markets. It is the Root of a 
little ever-green Shrub, common on our 


Heaths, 
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Heaths, and called Butchers-Broom, from 
the Uſe Butchers make of it. 

It is a powerful Diuretick, but is not 
much uſed. | 


RUSMA: Rima or Sory. A mixt Mi- 
neral, blackiſh. hard, heavy, and of a ca- 
vernous or ſpungy Structure, of a diſagree» 
able Smell, and nauſeous, vitriolic Taſte: 
And often covered with duſty Effloreſcences 
on the Surface. It is compoſed of 'Vitriol, 
Sulphur, and an earthy Matter. The An- 
cients called it Sry. We have it in our 
Derbyſhire Mines, but it is not regarded. 

It was uſed as a Depilatory by the Greeks, 
and is ſo by the Turks at this Time. Taken 
inwardly it vomits inſtantaneouſly, and ve- 
ry roughly: It contains a cupreous Vitriol, 
and hence is its emetick Quality. 


RU TE FOLIA. Rur. A common 
Garden Shrub brought entire to Market. 
The Leaves are divided and blueiſn, the 
Flowers yellow, 
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It isgood in nervous and hyſterick Caſes, 
but is rarely uſed ſingly. A Conſerve of 


the freſh Tops is an excellent Medicine. 


8. 


SABINA. Savin. The young Branch- 
es with the Leàves of the Garden Shrub of 


this Name, brought freſh to Market. The 


Leaves are little, of a bright Green, and 


terminates in Prickles. 
It is famous for a Promoter of the Menſes, 


and it will cauſe Abortion; but great Dan- 
ger as well as Guilt attends the Uſe of it to 
ſuch Purpoſes: Many have periſhed by it. 


SACCHARUM. Sugar. The inſpiſ- 
ſated Juice of an American Reed; which we 
ſee in various Degrees of Purity, and uſe 
for a Variety of Purpoſes. In Medicine it 
rather ſerves to bring Things into Form, 
than for any immediate Virtues. The fineſt 
is in General to be uſed for Syrups. 


' SAGA- 


8 A. MarTerra Mrprea. 229 


SAGAPENUM. Sagapenum, A Gum 
Reſin, reddiſh on the Outſide, brown with- 
in, and often ſpotted with white. It is hard: 
Its Smell is ſtrong. and unpleaſant; its 
Taſte acrid and diſagreeable. We have it 
from the Eaſt, and ſuppoſe it to be thePro- 
duce of an umbelliferous Plant, though we 
do not know the Kind. 

It is good in nervous Diſorders, it opens 
Obſtructions of the Viſcera, and promotes 
the Menſes, but it is rarely uſed ſingly. 


SAL GEM MX. Sal Gem. A foſſile 
Salt, pure and tranſparent as Cryſtal; hard, 
colourleſs, and of the Taſte of Sea-Salt. 
It is indeed the ſame with the Salt made by 
Art from Sea - Water. It is ſometimes coarſe 
and foul, and often tinged to other Colours, 
but that for medicinal Uſe is colourleſs and 
clear. It has the ſame Virtue with Sea-Salt. 


saALEp. Salep. A tough; whitiſh Root; 
oval, crooked, and almoſt tranſparent ; of 


little Smell, and a Taſte like that of Gum 
| Tragacantb. 


i | 
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Tragacanth. It diſſolves in Water into a 
a Jelly. We have it from Turkey, It is the 
Root of the tall, female Orcbis of our Mea- 
dows, which grows larger in that Country, 
dried in a particular Manner. 

It is an excellent Reſtorative, The beſt 
Way of taking it, is by mixing the Pow- 
der with warm Water, in which it becomes 
a Jelly, and is not unpleaſant. 


SALVIA. Sage. A Garden Plant of 
which there are many Kinds, but two prin- 
cipally uſed in Medicine, a larger called red 
Sage, and a ſmaller called Sage of Virtue. 
They are brought entire to the Markets, 
but they are more uſed by Way of Infuſi- 
on or Tea, than in any other Form. 'They 
are Ingredients in fome Compoſitions. 


 SAMIA TERRA. Samian Earth. The 
Ancients ſpeak of two Earths under this 
Name, a white and a brown. The white 
only uſed to be brought into Zurope, and 
now neither is to be met with. 212011 

. The 


} 
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The white was uſed as an Aſtringent; 
the brown in Diſeaſes of the Eyes, 


SANDARACHA. Sandarach. Two 
Drugs of very different Origin and Quali- 
ties, are kept in the Shops under this Name, 
the one a mineral Sulphur, the other a ve- 
getable Reſin. 

The mineral Sandarach is a red Subſtance 
found in Copper Mines, and other Places in 
Lumps of the Bigneſs of an Egg or larger, 
of an uniform Subſtance and firm Texture ; 
of very little Smell, and ſcarce any Taſte. 
It is very like the Subſtance to which yellow 
Orpiment is reduced by Fire, and probably 
is Orpiment altered by ſubterranean Hear. - 

It is recommended in Coughs and Aſth- 
mas, but it is dangerous to uſe it, for too 
many confound it with the red Arſenick, 
ſelling that Poiſon under its Name. 

The vegetable Sandarach is a yellowiſh 
white Reſin, in ſmall Lumps, dry, brittle, 
of a pleaſant Smell, and reſinous and ſome- 
what acrid Taſte, We have it from the 

| Coaſt 


| 
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Coaſt of Africa, where it flows from the 
Trunk of a Juniper Tree, called the Ber- 
ry-bearing Cedar ; and from two or three 
others of the ſame Kind. | 

It is detergent, and aſtringent in the Bow- 
els. It is good in Diarrhceas, in Hæmor- 
rhages, in old Gleets, and the Fluor Albus. 


SANGUIS DRACONIS. Dragon's Blood. 
A Reſin which being of a red Colour, and 
| flowing from the Dragon-Tree, obtained that 
| whimſical Name. It is dry, hard, brittle, 
| and we have different Kinds of it, of vari- 
ous Degrees of Purity. The fineſt is in 
roundiſh ſmall Jumps; this is obtained from 
that Species of Palm called the Dragon Tree. 
The leſs pure and valuable Kinds are ob- 
tained from other Species of Palms. 
It is an excellent Aſtringent, good in 
Hæmorrhages, in Diarrhœas: And exter- 
nally againſt old Ulcers. 


SANGUIS HIRCI. Goat's Blood. A 
dry, brittle, purpliſh or blackiſh Matter, 


IN 
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in ſmall Cakes, with little Smell or Taſte. 
It is the dried Blood of the Goat. We have 
it from Switzerland, where they procure it 
in Autumn with great Care, 

It is eſteemed balſamick and Sudorifick, 
but is little uſed. 


SANTALA. Saunders. Three Kinds 
of Wood are kept under the Name of Saun- 
ders, according to their Colour diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Names of yellow; red and white, 
The yellaw and red differ extremely, the 
white is diſuſed, Yellow Saunders is the 
Heart of a Tree, ſolid, firm, heavy, and 
of a pale yellow, of a fragrant Smell, and 
aromatick Taſte, with a little Bitterneſs. 
The red Saunders is alſo the Heart of a Tree. 
It is firm, hard, knotty, of a deep red Co- 
lour, of little Smell, but of an auſtere, a- 
ſtringent Taſte, The yellow is the Heart 
of a bacciferous, the red of a ſiliquoſe Tree 
extremely different; as they are alſo in their 
Qualities, the yellow being a Cordial, the 
red an Aſtringent. 

SAPO-. 
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.- , SAPONARICA TERRA. Fullers- 
Earth. An Earth very-oddly called Cimo- 
tia Purpuraſcens by Authors. It is uſed by 
the Preparers of Cloth, not 'in Medicine, 
but the Chemiſts employ it on certain Oc- 


caſions. We have it in England in great 


Plenty. 
It has been called an Aﬀringen but is not 


regarded. 


SAPPHIRUS. Sapphire. A beautiful 
Stone well known among the Jewellers, 
and by ſome celebrated as a Medicine of 
great Power. It is hard, pellucid, and of 
a beautiful Blue. It is found in the Form 
of Pebbles ſmall and clear, There are three 
Kinds, the Orzental blue Sapphire, the Ori- 
ental colourleſs Sapphire, which is called the 
2white Sapphire, and is the next in Luſtre to 
F a Diamond; and the Water Sapphires from 
5 Bohemia; theſe, are blue but ſoft. The Drug- 
* giſts who keep any Thing under the Name 
of Sapphire, do not keep either of theſe, 


but a Kind of ſmall pebble Garnets, or a 
browniſh 


} 
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browniſh Subſtance of a ferruginous Kind, 
not at all reſembling a Gem. 

The Virtues attributed to the Sapphire, - 
are thoſe of cordial, ſudorifick and alexi- 
pharmick, but neither of theſe Things ſold 
for Sapphires, nor the Gem itſelf has any 
ſuch Virtues in Reality. 


SARCOCOLLA. Sarcocol. A Gum 
Reſin of a browniſh, reddiſh, or whitiſh 
Colour, brittle and ſeemingly in broken 
Pieces. It is of a diſagreeable Smell, and 
nauſeous Taſte. We have it from Perfia, 
but we do not know what Plant affords it, 

Diſſolved in Milk, it makes an excellent 
Waſh for ſore Eyes: It has the Credit of 
being good alſo in nervous Diſorders, but 
it is not much uſed, x 


SARDA. The Cornelian. A Stone well 
known among the Lapidaries, of which we 
have three Kinds, a red, a yellow and a 
white, The red is the only Kind mention- 
ed as Medicinal, It is ſaid to be an Aſtrin- 

gent, 
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gent, but is not uſed at preſent, nor is it 
at all probable that it deſerves Notice. 


SARSAPARILLE RADIX. Sarſa- 
Parilla Root. A Root brought over in long 
ſlender Pieces, which are uſually ſplit, and 
have the inner Part taken out, before: they 
are ſold for Uſe. When entire, the Root 
conſiſts of a Head of the Bigneſs of a Wal- 
nut, from whence theſe Strings or Fibres 
grow in great Numbers, and to a great 
Length, but the Fibres only are uſed, They 
are of a greyiſh Colour on the Outſide, and 
white within, of no Smell, and but little 
Taſte. We have it from South America. 
The Plant is one of the prickly Bindweeds. 

It is eſteemed a great Sweetener of the 
Blood, a Sudorifick and Attenuant. It was 
once pretended to be a Remedy for the Pox. 


SASSAFRAS. Saſſafras. A light, red- 
diſh Wood, brought to us from South A- 
merica, in large Blocks with the Bark, and 


ſometimes the Bark ſeparately. It is brit- 
| tle, 


* 


8 A. 


tle, ſpungy, of a fragrant Smell and aro- 
matick and agreeable Taſte. The Tree 
which affords it is of the Bay Kind, and we 
have it in ſome of our Gardens. It has 
Leaves of two Kinds, ſome entire, others 
in three Diviſions. 

It is attenuant, diaphoretic, and diure- 
tick, and is a famous Sweetener of the 
Blood, It is good in ſcorbutick and vene- 
real Complaints, and is beſt taken in Diet- 
Drinks, | 
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| SAXIFRAGZE RADIX. Saxifrage- 
Root, A little granulous Root brought 
freſh to Market, and kept dry at the Drug- 
giſts under the Name of Saxifrage Seed: 
The Granules reſembling Seeds. It is the 
Root of the common white Saxifrage a pret- 
ty wild Plant in our Meadows in Spring, 
It is a good Diuretick, and has been ce- 
lebrated for the Cure of the Stone, but that 
is idle. It is belt taken in Decoction. | 


SCAM- 


* 1 W _ — * - _ —_ 
© * 9 9 - = 
PA. — 9 2 * 2 ww Ad —_— i * * 4 _ - 
5 . 4 


G x * 8 > 7 1 
_; 8 1 ——— b * 2 
* * * am — —_—— — — 


» 
", yo x 


— — 
—ü—ä—ñ—ʒ——ũä—ͤ— ß — — 


* N 


-2 E 
—C — 
* o— 
— 


233 BOERHAAVE' 8 C. 


SCAMMONIUM. Scammony. A Gum 
Reſin brought to us from Aſa, in irregular 
Maſſes, of a duſky or blackiſh Colour, and 
often ſpungy and full of Holes ; of a very 
diſagreeable Smell. The Druggiſts diſtin- 
guiſh two Kinds, according to the Places 
from which they come, the Aleppo and the 
Smyrna Scammony. The Aleppo is blackiſh, 
hard and firm; the Smyrna greyiſh and 
ſpungy. Both are procured from the ſame 
Plant, which is a Kind of Bindweed : The 
Root is large, and they wound it, and re- 
receive the milky Juice which runs out, and 
which, when concreted by ſtanding, is the 


Scammony. 


It is a very ſtrong Purge, but a rough 


one. 


SCHANANTHUS. CamePs-Hay. A 
dried Plant of the Graſs K ind, brought from 
the Eaſt, but frequently in ſo ill a Condi- 


tion, that the Leaves and Flowers are loſt, 
and we have only the Stalks. It is whitiſh, 


dry, 
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dry, light, of a fragrant Smell, and an a- 
romatick Taſte. | . 

It is celebrated as a Cordial ad a Pro- 
moter. of the Menſes, but is not uſed now, 


except in a few. Apen of the older 
Times. 


SCILLA RADIX.  Squill, A large 
round Root like a great Onion, kept freſh 
by the Druggiſts, for it will remain good 
a long Time, with its Juices. * We have 
two kinds, a white and a red, and they are 
the Roots of two different Plants, but they 
have the ſame Virtues. They are Natives 
of the warmer Parts of Europe, and grow 
by the Sea-ſide, bearing long Leaves and 
Spikes of white'Flewers on tall Stalks. 
It is excellent in Obſtructions of the Ji 

cera, and againſt Aſthmas. The Oxymel 
made from a Tincture of Squills in Vinegar 
reduced to a Syrup with Honey, is the den 
Way of _ LN. £0 199 
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--SCINCUS.' Je Skink, A little Ani- 
mal of the Lizard Kind, and greatly reſem- 
bling the Crocodile in Shape. We have it 
N the Eaſt dried, with the Guts taken 

It is ſcaly, and of a pale, ſilvery 
3 It is an amphibious Animal, and 
lives about the Shores of the River Nile. 

Its Virtues as a Reſtorative, are the ſame 


with thoſe of the Viper, but it ſeldom comes 
4 over to us in a Condition to be good for 


any Thing. 


( 


_. SCORDIUM. Scordium. A little Plant 

brought freſh to the Markets, with indent- 

ed Leaves and ſmall red Flowers, of a diſ- 

agreeable Smell, and a Taſte like Garlick. 

It is wild in ſome Places, but is cultivated 

for Uſe. It has the Credit of a Cordial and 

4 Alexipharmick, but it is not uſed, except 
in ſome old ien, 19 5 


e 1 8 — 


SCROPHULARIE RADIX. Fig- 
wort Root, A longiſh, white, irregular 
Root, with Tubercles about it, of a diſa- 

| greeable 
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greeable, though but faint Smell, and maw- 

kiſh Taſte ; Brought freſh to the Markets. 

It is the Root of a tall, regular-growing 

Plant, with brown Leaves like Nettles, and 

little duſky Flowers ;-common on Banks a- 

bout Woods. - It is celebrated againſt the 
Evil, but it is not uſed. = 


SCHESTEN. The Scheften. A dried 
Fruit of the Plumb Kind, large at one End, 
ſmall at the other, and growing in a Cup. 

We have it from the Eaſt, where it grows 
on a Tree like our Plumb-Trees ; and they 
dry it for keeping before they pack it up. 

It was famous at one Time for Diſorders 
of the Lungs, and is greatly recommended 
in Stranguries and Pleuriſies, but it is now 
little uſed. | 


SELENITES. The Selenite. A tranſpa- 
rent, foſſile Subſtance, found in our Clay, 
its Figure when perfect, is rhomboidal, 
but it is often oblong, flatted, and irregu- 
lar. It is compoſed of Flakes, like Mſco- 

M Y 
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oy Talc, and may be calcined to a white 
Powder like Plaifter-Stone. 

It is recommended as an Aftringent, and 
is ſo famous againft Hæmorrhages in fome 
Parts of England, that it is called Stauncb, 
but the preſent Practice does not regard it. 


SANTONICUM SEMEN. Worm-Sted. | 


A ſmall Seed brought to us from the Eaſt, 


with the chaffy Heads in, which it naturally 
grows; but by an unlucky Miſtake, the 
Seeds, which contain the Virtue, and are 
properly the Medicine, are often ſuffered 
to fall out of theſe, and the chaffy Heads 
only are ſold. It is the Produce of a Kind 
of Wormwood frequent in the Eaft, and 
they collect it careleſsly. Its Virtue is a- 
gainſt Norms in Children; but its Want 
of Efficacy from the Accident juſt named; 
and the Introduction of new Medicines to 
this Purpoſe, have baniſhed it the preſent 


Practice. The good Women ſtill uſe it. 


SINAPEOS SEMEN. Muſtard-Seed. 
A round, light, friable, brown Seed, ſut- 
ficiently 
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ficientiy known, and the Fruit of a Plant 
alſo well known, which when young, we eat 
in Sallads, and which is cultivated to Ma- 
turity for theſe Seeds. They have a pene- 
trating Smell, and acrid Taſte. 

They are excellent in Rheumatick Caſes 
and in many of the chronick Diſeaſes, They 
are beſt ſwallowed juſt bruiſed. 


SESELEOS SEMEN. Hartwort-Seed. 
Two Kinds of Seeds are kept under this 
Name, one from the Levaxt, the other 
from France, diſtinguiſhed by the Names 
of Cretick Setels and Seteli of Marſeilles. The 
Cretick is a large, oblong, ſtriated Seed with 
a Rim. of a thin, leafy Matter round it, 
The Seteli of Marſeilles has this Rim alſo, 
but it is ſhorter and thicker, and hairy. 
They are both the Produce of umbelliferous 
Plants, but diſtin in the Species. They 
are diuretick and deobſtruent, but little us'd. 


SENEGA GUMMI. Gum Senega. A 
brown, tranſparent Gum, brought from 
M 2 Opt, 
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opt, and other Parts of the Eaſt, in 
Pieces of the Bigneſs of a Walnut, rough 


on the outſide, but ſmooth and gloſſy when 
broken, it in all Things except the Colour 


' reſembles Gum Arabic, and is often in 
broken Pieces mixed among it. The Vir- 


tues alſo are the ſame, ſo there is no Harm 
in the Fraud; but the large Conſumption 
of Senega is among the Dyers. It ouzes out 
of the Trunk of another Species of the A- 
cacia but very like that which affords the 
Gum Arabic, and hangs on them like 


Plumb-Tree Gum. It is in no Reſpect as 


a Medicine, different from Gum Arabic. 


SENA. Sena. The Leaves of a ſmall 
Shrub, but ſo careleſsly collected, that 
we find Fragments of the Stalks and the 
Seed -Veſſels among them. They are ob- 
long, ſharp- pointed, of a pale Green, fleſhy, 
of little Smell, but of a mawkiſh, unplea- 
ſant Taſte. This is the Alexandrian Sena, 
the only Kind that ſhould be kept. There 
are two other Kinds, one from 7 ripoly, with 


greener 
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greener and blunter Leaves; another from 
Mocha, the Leaves of which are long and 
narrow. They have all the ſame Virtues, 
but the Alexandrian is greatly to be prefer- 
red. The Leaves are alated, and the Flow- 
ers are like Pea-Bloſſoms, but yellow ſtreak- 
ed with purple. 

Sena is an excellent gentle Purge: There 
have been many Ways invented to diſguiſe 
its Taſte, but none is ſo well as the old 
Womens Method of ſtewing it with Prunes, 
which alſo aſſiſt it in its Operation. ; 


SENEKKA RADIX. Rattle-ſnake Root. 
A Root brought from North America, and 
at one Time highly celebrated, but now 
fallen into Diſuſe. It is a long, lender, 
brown Root, with a membranaceous Rim 
on each Side. It has no great Smell, but 
the Taſte is very acrid. It is the Root of 
a Kind of Polygala or Milk-wert, little un- 
like the common Milt wort. The Indians 
eſteem it a Remedy for the Bite of a Rat- 
tle-Snake ; With us it was given in Pleu- 

M 3 riſies 
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riſies with fome Succeſs ; but it is now for- 
gotten. | 


SERPENTARLE VIRGINIANZ RA- 
DIX. A Root conſiſting of a Multitude 
of ſlender Fibres, brown, brittle, of a ſtrong 
but not diſagreeable Smell, and of an acrid 
Tafte. It is the Root of a Kind of Birth. 
wor# which has narrow and -auriculated 
Leaves. They mix with it the Roots of 
two or three other Species of Birihwort com- 
mon there, but as theſe have the ſame Vir- 
tue, it is of no Conſequence. Sometimes 
indeed the Roots of the Virginian Aſarum 
or as it is called black Snakeroeot, are mixed 
with it, or ſold for it, but theſe ſhould be 
rejected entirely: They are eaſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed, for they are black : And the Plant which 
affords them is not a Kind of Snake- Root 
but of Aſarum. The Virginian Snakeroot is 
excellent in Fevers and in nervous Caſes. 
It is diaphoretic and diuretick. *Tis leſs 
uſed than it deſerves, 


SIMA 
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SIMA ROUBAX CORTEX. Gai. 
ana Bark, A thick, rough, irregular Bark, 
brought over with Part of the Branches or 
Root to which it belongs: It is of a brown- 
iſh yellow. firm, tough, of little Smell, 
and of a bitteriſh Taſte. We have it from 
South America, but we do not know to what 
Tree it belongs. It is greatly recommended 
in Diarrhœas and Dyſenteries, but it is one 
of thoſe new Medicines which have been 
much ſpoken of and ſoon diſregarded ; tho 
in Reality it has great Virtues. 


SMIRIS. Emery. An Ore of Iron, hard 
enough to cut Glaſs, and every Stone ex- 
cept Diamond. It is of a reddiſh Brown, 
heavy, ſparkling, and very firm. It is us'd 
by the Artificers. Some have recommended 
it finely levigated, as an Aſtringent, but le- 
vigating it muſt be a very difficult Proceſs, 
and it might be daugerous to give it other- 
wiſe than in impalpable Powder, ſo that it 
is not uſed. Thoſe who prepare it for La- 
pidaries, ſell it of different Degrees of Fine- 

M 4 neſs; 


248 BOERHAAVEs S P. 


neſs; and me as fine as Levigation can 
be expected to'make it : But it is not worth 
bringing into Uſe. 


SORY. Sory. A vitriolick Mineral, 
called alſo Ryſma, and deſcribed in its Place, 
under that Name. 


SPECULARIS LAPIS. Muſcovy Talc. 
A beautiful, ſmooth, gloſly, foſſile Sub- 
ſtance, compoſed of thin Plates laid one o- 
ver another, which may be ſplit to an ex- 
treme Fineneſs; and are then perfectly co- 
lourles and tranſparent, ſerving in nice Pur- 
poſes in the Place of Glaſs or Horn, We 
have it from Ruſſia. It bears the Force of 
Fire unhurt, except by the Loſs of its Tranſ- 
parency. By often repeated Calcinations 
and quenching in cold Water, it may be re- 
duced to a white Powder. This is recom- 
mended in Epilepſies, but we have no au- 
thentick Accounts of any Good done by it. 


SPERMA CETI. Sperma Citi. A 
Preparation of Whale Oil, diſtinguiſhed by 
Wa l 
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a very idle and improper Name. It is in 
Flakes, ſolid, white, ſomewhat tranſparent, 
. brittle, ſoft to the Touch, without Smell 

when perfectly fine, and of an oily Taſte. 
Our firſt Knowledge of it was, the Sailors 
in the North Seas finding it floating on the 

Water. *Tis there reduced to this State by 
the Sun, Water and Air, and was original- 
ly the Oil of the Head and other Parts of 
dead Whales. We firſt found the Way of 
making it from the Head of that Fiſh, and 
now it is made from the Settlings of the 
common Oil in the Oilmens Veſſels. It is 
brought to this Sweetneſs and Conſiſtence, 
by boiling it with a Lixivium of Pearl Aſhes, 
and by ſeveral Waſhings and Meltings. It is 
an excellent Emollient and Pectoral; it is 
good in Coughs, and is beſt given in Form 
of Emulſion. 


SPODIUM. Spodium. The Ancients 
kept under this Name, a foul blackiſh Maſs, 
collected in the Furnaces where Copper and 
Braſs were melted ; the coarſeſt of all the 
M 5 Recrements 


| | 
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EReerements of that Kind. We do not know 

any Thing of this Kind under the Name at 
Preſent: It is given to burnt Ivory, or to 
what is {old at the Colour-Shops under the 
Name of [very Black : But neither are uſed 
in Medicine. | 


SPONGIA. Spunge. A Sea-Plant of 
a ſingular Kind, well known among Artifi- 
cers. It is cavernous, light and elaſtick, 
capable of retaining a great deal of any Flu- |, 
id, and eaſily parting with it on preſſing. It 
grows to Rocks in many of the European 
Seas, and affords Lodging for Numbers of 
Inſects. Burnt to Blackneſs and powdered, 
it is good againſt Leprofies, and in obſti- 
nate, ſcorbutick Complaints; but if it is 
calcined too much it loſes its Virtues. 


| STACHAS ARABICA. Arabian Stæ- 

chas. The flowering Heads of a Plant com- 
mon in our Gardens; of the Lavender Kind, 
called Arabian Kechas. They are kept dry by 
the Druggiſts, being imported from warmer 
Countries. 
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Countries. They are cordial, cephalick, 
and ſtomachick, but they are not much uſed. 


STANNUM. Tin. A Metal well-known 
among Artificers : The Baſis of Pewter, 
Bell-Metal and many other mixed Metals, 
though not much uſed alone. We have the 
Ore of it very rich and in great Plenty in 
Cornwall, but it is no where found native 
in its own Form. The richeſt Ore is angu- 
lar, blackiſh and cryſtalline. 77x is reduced 
to Powder by Calcination, or by ſhaking it 
about in a wooden Box chalked within; or 
what is much better, rubbed with black 
Lead. This Powder is ſaid to be good a- 
gainſt Worms ; againſt the Bite of a mad 
Dog; and in Epilepſies, but it is not much 
uſed. 


STAPHISAGRIA. Staves-acre. A rough 
large, irregularly ſhaped Seed, blackiſh on _ 
the Surface, yellowiſh within; of a diſa- 
greeable Smell, and ſharp and nauſeous Taſte. 
We have it from ſeveral Parts of Europe. 

The 
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The Plant is common in Gardens: It is tall 
and robuſt; the Leaves are divided and the 
Flowers like thoſe of Aconite. It is a rough 
Purge, but not uſed, nor worthy to be uſed 


to that Purpoſe. Women uſe it to deſtroy 
Vermin in Childrens Heads. 


STEATITES. Soap-rock. An Earth 
ſo called, frequent in Cornwal, having 
the Aſpect of Marble, and of a very con- 
ſiderable Hardneſs. It is white, variegated 
with red, blue or green ; ſmooth to the 
Touch, and gloſſy on the Surface. It has 
been recommended as an Aſtringent but 
it is not uſed to that Purpoſe. It is very 
valuable in the Porcelain Manufactory. 


STORAX. Storax, A ſolid Reſin of 
a reddiſh Colour, a very fragrant Smell, 
and ſweetiſn, pleaſant and aromatick Taſte, 
with a perfumed Flavour. We have it 
ſometimes pure in little Lumps : Uſually it 
is in Cakes mixed with a great Deal of Foul- 
neſs, in this Cale it ſhould be heated and 

ſtrained 
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ſtrained before it is uſed. The firſt is cal- 
led Calamite Storax, the other common Sto- 
rax. They are the ſame Reſin only in dif- 
ferent Degrees of Purity. We have it 
from the Eaſt. It ouzes from the Trunk 
of a large Tree with Leaves like the Quince. 

It as an excellent Detergent and Balſam- 
ick. It is alfo cephalick. It is good in 
Diſorders of the Breaſt and in nervous Caſes. 
It is beſt given in Pills. 


STORAX LIQUIDA. Liquid Storax. 
Two ſoft Reſins are kept in the Shops un- 
der this Name. diſtinguiſned by the Epi- 
thets of finer and coarſer. The finer is 
brown, fragrant and pellucid: The coarſer 
is grey, tough and viſcous, reſembling Bird- 
lime. We are not informed of the Origin 
of either of the Kinds, but they are ſo dif- 
ferent it is odd they ſhould be called by the 
fame Name. The finer Kind only ſhould 


* 


be uſed internally, it is balſamick and diu- 


retick; the coarſer is uſed in Ointments. 


SUCCINUM 


* 
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SUCCINUM. Amber. A mineral Sub- 


ſtance, diſtinguiſhed according to its Co- 
Jour, into. the brown, white and yellow, the 


latter being the pureſt and moſt valuable: 
Though for Diſtillation, the white yields 
more Oil, and the brown more Salt than 
that fine Kind. It is found in the Earth, 
or on Sea- Shores, where it has been waſhed 
from the Cliffs. There have been Miſtakes 
about its Origin; but it is now known to 
be a Bitumen, produced in the Earth like 
the others. It is given in fine Powder as 
an Aſtringent: And an Oil, a volatile Salt, 
and a Tincture of it are kept in the Shops. 
The Salt is diaphoretick and diuretick. The 
Oil is excellent in nervous Complaints, in 
very ſmall Doſes, and externally againſt 


Spaſms. 


SULPHUR. Brimſtone. Two Kinds 
of Sulphur are kept in the Shops, beſides 
feveral Preparations of it. The two Kinds, 
are the native, and the factitious Sulphur. 
The nalive is as it is dug out of the Earth, 

and 


or greeniſh, The fa#titious is made from 
the Pyrites or from the coarſer of the native 
Kinds, melted and run into Rolls, The 
coarſe native Kind is uſed externally againſt 
the Itch. The fine Kind is given ſometimes 
internally, but the Flowers of Brimſtons are 
better for that Purpoſe. We have the fine 
native Sulphur from Ttaly and the Levant. : 
The coarſe Kind from the North, and the 
Roll Brimſtone from Germany and Saxony.. 


We have alſo ſeveral Preparations of it kept 


in the Shops; the Milt of Sulphur, made 
by a Solution of Sulpbur and Lime, preci- 
pitated with Spirit of Vitriol ; the Balſam of 
Sulphur made by boiling Flower of Brimſtane 
in Oil of Olives, of Anniſeed; or of Tur- 
pentine, according to which it is. diftinguiſh- 
ed by their Names: And Spirit or Oil of 
| Sulphur, an Acid of the Nature of Oil of Vi- 
triol. The other Preparations have the Vir- 
tues of the Sulphur in Subſtance, in Diſorders 
of the Lungs. The laſt is uſeful to all the 


Purpoſes of the ather mineral Acids. 
SYM- 
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and is coarſe and grey, or fine and yellow 


* N 
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SYMPHITI RADIX. Comfry-Root. 
A large, long, irregular Root, black on 
the Surface, white within, of no remarkable 


Smell, and of a mucilaginous Taſte, brought 


'freſh to the Markets. It is the Root of a 
common Plant by Ditch-Sides, with great 
rough Leaves and little white, or ſometimes 
purple Flowers. It is an excellent Agglu- 
tinant, Reſtringent and Balſamick : It is 
ſecond to nothing in the Cure of the Whites. 


T. 
TACAMAHACCA. Tacamabac. A 
ſoft Reſin of which we have two Kinds, the 
one brought in Shells of Gourds, and thence 
called Shell Tacamahac, the other in little 
Pieces called Tacamabacca Sublimis. They 
differ little except in Form, and are the 
| Produce of the ſame Tree. Tacamabac is 
whitiſh with a Tinge of reddiſh, yellowiſh 
or greeniſh, of a very fragrant and peculiar 
Smell, reſinous, and as it were perfumed : 
It is acrid and aromatick in Taſte. We have 
it from America, and alſo from the Iſle of 

Madagaſcar, 
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Madagaſcar. It is a good Detergent and 
Diuretick. It is excellent in Diſorders of 
the Lungs, and it has great Effect in ner- 
vous Caſes; but it is much neglected: What 

Uſe is made of it is principally external, for 
ſoftening hard Swellings, and againſt Pain. 


TALCUM VENETUM, Venetian 
Talc. A foſſile Subſtance of an irregularly 
foliated Texture, and. greeniſh white Co- 
lour; foft to the Touch, eaſily broken, but 
very difficultly reduced to a fine Powder, 
and reſiſting in a ſurprizing Manner, the 
Force of Fire. It is uſed externally as a 
Coſmegick ; and the Searchers after the Phi- 
loſophers Stone, make great Account of it, 
bait it is not given inwardly, 


TALCUM FIBROSUM. Exgliſb Talc. 
A ſoſſile Subſtance of a fibrous Texture, 
white, brittle, and in ſome Degree tranſ- 
parent, common in our Marle Pits in Eng- 
land. It is fold at the Druggiſts in large 
Lumps, or in Powder, being firſt burnt; 
1 this Powdhr is often no other than 

common 
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common Plaiſter of Paris, which is indeed 
of the ſame Nature. It has been celebrated 
. as an Aſtringent, but is not much uſed to 


that Purpoſe, or any other, but principally 
for, cleaning Silver Lace. 


TAMARINDl. Tamarinds. The pulpy 
Part of a Fruit, ſoft, reddiſh, and 'of an 
acid agreeable Taſte, with the Stones and 
Seeds, and certain fibrous Subſtances among 
it. We have it in this State from the Eaſt 

 Judies, and from America. It is the pulpy 
Part of a Fruit growing in large Pods, taken 
out of them with the Fibres and Seeds, and 
put up with a little Sugar; ſometimes en- 
tirely without, ſometimes with a great deal, 

and often ſpoiled by Adulterations here. 
The Tree which produces this Fruit, has 
pennated Leaves, and is not uncommon in 
our Stoves. The Flowers are like Peaſe- 
Bloſſoms, and the Fruit is this large flat Pod 
from which what we call Tamerizds is taken. 
Itisan excellent, but very geatlePurge ; and 

is good to quench Thirſt in Fevers. 

TAR- 
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TARTARUM. Tartar. A hard, im- 


239 


pure, cryſtallized Subſtance, kept by the 
Druggifls under two- Names, according to 
its Colour, white and red Tartar. It is the 
concreted to the Bottom and Sides of great 
Caſks in which Wine has been kept a lang 
Time, and is white or red according to the 
Colour of the Wine. We have it from 
Germany and other Places. It is purgative, 
but it is not given in this State. 
What is called Cream of Tartar, is this 
Salt diſſolved and cryſtallized again, which 
purifies it. 1 tos 
en internally. 
Salt of Tartar is made by calcining u 
* Tartar, diſſolving it in Water, and evapo- 
rating that Solution to a Dryneſs: This is 
of the Nature of the other fixed alkaline 
Salts; and is uſed to many Purpoſes. It is 
not given often internally, the Salt of 
Wormwood having taken its Place. 


TERE- 
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TEREBINTHINR. The Turpentines. 
Of theſe there are four Kinds kept in the 
Shops; the Produce of different Trees, 
and agreeing in ſome general Characters, 
yet ſufficiently diſtinct from one another. 
They are called the Chio, the Venetian, the 
Straſburgh, and the common Turpentine. 
The Chio Turpentine is the fineſt of all. 
It is of the Conſiſtence of Honey, of a 
whitiſh Colour, with a Tinge of Green or 
Blue ; of a fragrant Smell, and'an aroma- 
tick, as well as reſinous Taſte. We have 
this 'from the Iſlands of Chio and Cyprus, 
whence it is ſometimes alſo called Cyprus 
Turpentine. It is obtained from the true 
Turpentine Tree, not from any of the Pine 
or Fir Kind by wounding the Bark. This” 
Turpentine Tree has pinnated Leaves, and a 
| ih Fruit, of the Bigneſs of a Piſtachia 
„ | i br 
Cbio Turpentine is balſamick, detergent, 
and diuretick. It is excellent in the Fluor 
Abus, in old Gleets, and in nephritick Caſes; 
in theſe Caſes *tis greatly preferable to all 
the others, | The 
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The Venice Turpentine...is thin, yellow, 
pellucid, of a reſinous acrid Smell, and ve- 
ry bitter Taſte, We have it from many 
Parts of Europe, where it runs from the 
Larix or Larch-tree; a Tree which bears 
little Cones, in- the Manner of the Firs. 
The Straſburgh Turpentine is very fine and 
clear, of a browniſh Yellow when it has 
been kept a little, though originally white, 
of a fragrant Scent, like Balm of Gilead, 
and of a bitteriſh and not very acrid Taſte; 
We have it from Straſburgb, and it is pro- 
duced by the yew-leaved Fir; a Tree com- 
mon in our Gardens, on which it is found 
in fine ſilvery Drops, even with us, very 
fragrant; they get it in Quantities by. cut- 
ting the Bar. 

The Common Turpentine is a 6 dirty whitiſh 
brown Matter, of the thickneſs of Honey, 
of a coarſe and diſagreeable reſinous Smell, 
and nauſeous Taſte. It is produced from 
the common Pine, in many Patts of Ger- 
_— 24 A UNS "003 
The 
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The Turpentines have in General the ſame 
Virtues; the Strafhargh is next in Nature 
to the ChHian; the common Kind is work, 
and only fit for external Ufe, or Horſes. 


' THLASPIOS SEMEN. Treacle Muſ- 
tard Seed. A little brown Seed, of ſcarce 
any Smell, but a bitteriſh biting, Taſte, 
kept, at leaſt in Name, by the Pruggiſts. 
It is the Seed of a little wild Plant, called 
Treacle Muſtard, which has indented Leaves, 
little white Flowers, and broad flat Pods 
with theſe Seeds in them: It might be eaſily 
cultivated for the Seed, but thoſe of the 
common Garden Creſſes are uſually fold in 
their Place, nor is the Matter much, for 
their Virtues are imaginary, and they are 
only uſed in the old Compoſitians. 


 THYMUS. u. A Garden Plant 
ſufficiently known. Two Kinds of it are 


brought to the Markets, the common and 
the Lemon Thyme; the latter is moſt uſed, 
becauſe it is milder, and has a pleaſanter 
Flavour, An Oll is conſtantly made from 

| common 
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common T hyme, and fold as Oil of Origauum. 
They are both good in nervous Caſes, and 
in Diſorders of the. Head; but are not 
greatly regarded. 


THYITES LAPIS. Thyites. A green 
foſſile Subſtance, of the hardneſs of a Stone, 
but nearly of the Nature of the French 
Chalk; it is ſoft to the Touch, tranſparent 
in thin Pieces, of a compact Texture and 
beautiful Green. It is found in Saxony, but 
is not uſed at preſent. 

I The Ancients recommended it in Diſor- 
orders of the Eyes; and as an Emetick : 
It contains a little Copper. | 


TOLUTANUM BALSAMUM. Bal. 
ſam of Tolu. A Reſin of the Conſiſtence of 
thick Honey, of a browniſh Colour, of a 
very fragrant Smell, and of an acrid aro- 
matick Taſte. We have it from New Spain, 
in Shells of Gourds. It is thin when firſt 
put up, but thickens in keeping. The Tree 
which affords it, is a ſmall. Pine, frequent 
in South America. | * 
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It is an excellent Balſam in Conſump- 
tions; for it is leſs acrid than any of the o- 


thers: It has alſo their Virtues of a Deter- 
gent and Diuretick. 


TOPAZIUs. The Topaz. A Stone well 
known among the Jewellers, and among 
the fanciful Writers famous in Medicine. 
We have ſeveral Kinds of it: An oriental 
Topaz very fine, of a pale Yellow : The 
Brazil Topaz, of a browniſh or reddiſh Yel- 
low, with a good Luſtre; and the Bobe- 
mian, of a pure fine Yellow, but not very 
hard or bright: Yellow Cryſtals are alſo 
ſold under this Name, and brown and co- 
lourleſs ones, a little harder than common 
Cryſtal, are ſold under the Name of Saxon 
Topazes. This Stone has been ſuppoſed 
cordial and aſtringent; but is little regard- 
ed. 


TORMENTILLX RADIX. Tormen- 
till Root. The Root of a common wild 
Plant, brought freſh to our Markets. It 
is thick and tuberous, of the Bigneſs of a 

* Walnut, 
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Walnut, but oblong and flattiſh ; of a deep 
Brown with a Tinge of purpliſh. on the Out- 
ſide, and of Fleſh Colour within: It has 
ſcarce any Smell, but an auſtere aſtringent 
Taſte. The Plant to which it belongs, is 
common on our Heaths, and in Woods. It 
has about ſeven Leaves at a Joint, and pret- 
ty yellow Flowers. The Root is an excel- 
lent Aſtringent, it may be given in Decoc- 
tion, or dried and powdered, It is not fo 
much regarded as it deſerves. 


TRIFOLIUM PALUSTRE. Buck- 
Beans, A wild Plant brought entire to Mar- 
ket, with Leaves that are ſuppoſed to reſem- 
ble thoſe of the Bean, but they grow three 
on each Stalk, and ſhort Spikes of white, 
hairy Flowers. It has little Smell, and its. 
Taſte is very bitter: It is good in rheuma- 
tick Caſes, and againſt Obſtructions of the 
Viſcera ; but it is more uſed by the Women 
than in Preſcription. 


TRIPELA. Tripela. A hard, dry Earth, 
of the Nature of what is called Rotten Stone, 
N but 
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but purer; brought from Europe and Afri- 
ca. It is of a pale whitiſh yellow, of a duſty 
Surface and an aſtringent Taſte. Our La- 
pidaries uſe it in poliſhing Gems, and it is 
recommended as an Aſtringent, but not us'd. 


| TROCHITES. The Trochite. A little 
ſtoney Subſtance of the Breadth of a Six- 
pence, with a Hoſe in the Centre, and of 
various Thickneſs : The Colour is blueiſh 
or greyiſh, and when broken it is gloſſy and 
ſhining : It is a Joint of another Stone, cal- 
led Entrochus, which has been deſcribed in 
its Place. It is diuretick, for it is compos'd of 
Spar, being a Petrifaction of a Part of a Sea- 
Animal with that Subſtance. It is not uſed. 


TURPETHUM. Turpeth Root, The 
cortical Part of a Root, brought dried from 
the Zaſt- Indies. It is in Tubules like Cin- 

namon, of a pale browniſh or greyiſh Co- 
lour on the Surface, and whitiſh within, It 
has not much Smell, but its Taſte is ex- 
tremely nauſeous, acrid and faint. It is the 


outer Part of the Root of a large Kind of 
| Bindweed 


/ | 


* 
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Bind weed frequent in the Eaſt, which when 
the cortical Subſtance is taken away, rolls 
up in drying. It is a good Purge in Rheu- 
matick Caſes, but it does not operate agree- 
ably. 


TURCHESIA. The Turquoiſe. A foſſile 
Subſtance well known among the Jewellers 
by the Name of the Turkey-Stone. There 
are two Kinds of it, one called Turquoiſe of 
the old Rock, which is brought from the Zaſt, 
and is a Kind of Ore of Copper, ſuch as the 
Blood-Stone is of Iron: The other we have 
from France, and it is no other than ſome 
Animal Bone, which has been in the Way 
of Copper, and is ſtained by it. Both are 
blue, and neither tranſparent ; both are ſoft, 
and the former has Circles marked in it ; the 
latter the Veins of Bone. The Turquoiſe has 
been called a Cordial, it is really an Emetick, 
from the Copper it contains : But it is not 
uſed or heard of in the Shops at preſent. 


TUTIA. Tutty. A Recrement of Braſs. 
Where Copper is made into Braſs, or where 
N 2 other 
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other mixed Metals are melted, in whichCa- 
lamine or Zink is an Ingredient ; they 
place within the Dome, certain Rolls of 
dry Earth, and there gathers round theſe a 
Kind of Flower of the Zink or Calamine, 
rough, pale, firm and heavy. This is 
Tutty. It is to be reduced to impalpable 
Powder, and then becomes an excellent 
Remedy for ſore Eyes. | 


V. 


VALERIANZA RADIX. Yalerian- Root. 
There are ſeveral Species of Yalerian, and | 
the Roots of many diſtin& Kinds have been, 
and of more than one are kept in the Shops. 
The Celtick and the Mountain Spikenard al- 
ready deſcribed, are the Roots of two Kinds 
of this Plant; there is alſo kept, the Root 
of. the Garden Valerian, under the Name of 
Phu, but it is little uſed. The Kind now 
in Eſteem, and called ſimply Valerian Root, 
is the Root of the wild Valerian, a tall beauti- 
ful Plant common in Woods and on Heaths, 
with alatcd Leaves, and Tufts of. reddiſh 
F lo Wers 
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Flowers : It is brought freſhto the Markets, 
and is kept alſo dry by the Druggiſts. It 
is a tufted Root, conſiſting of a ſmall Head 
from which grow a vaſt Number of thick 
Fibres. . It is whitiſh, tough, light, of a 
ſtrong, diſagreeable Smell, and acrid, aro- 
matick, but unpleaſant Taſte. It is excel- 
lent in all nervous Complaints. It may be 
taken in Infuſion, in Powder or in Tincture, 
of which there are two Kinds kept in the 
Shops, one made in plain Spirit, the other 
in a volatile alkaline one : The lat. is an ex- 
cellent dene: | 


VANILLA FRUCTUS. The Vanilla. 
A long, ſlender, flatted Pod, of a reddiſh 
Brown, ſmooth on the Surface, and con- 
taining a Quantity of very ſmall, black 
gloſſy Seeds, of a perfumed Smell and a- 
romatick Taſte. We have it from South 
America, it is the Fruit of a climbing Plan 
common in the Woods there. It is a Cor- - 
dial and Reſtorative. but is ſo much a Per- 
fume, as to diſagree with many People. It 


N 3 iS 


270 BOERHAAVEs VI. 


is uſed by many in making Chocolate, but 
is ſeldom. preſcribed. 


VERONICA. Speedwell. A little Plant 
common in our Paſtures, with indented 
Leaves and Spikes of little blue Flowers. It 


is brought entire to Market. It is greatly 


celebrated againſt Obſtructions of the Viſce- 
ra, and as a Cordial and Reſtorative, but 


it is not much uſed. There was an Opinion 
ſome few Years ago ſet on Foot, that it 


would cure the Gout, and many drank it 


conſtantly as Tea, but it did not produce 
the Effect, and fell again into Diſuſe. 


VIOLA FLORES. Violet Flowers. 
The Flowers of the common blue Violet 
are brought freſh to Market, and ſometimes 
kept dried, though in that State they retain 
very little Virtue. Their principal Uſe is 
for making a Syrup from their Infuſion, 
and fine Sugar, which is a very pleaſant and 
a gentle Purge for Children, 


VIPERA. 


57 
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VIPERA. The Viper. A Serpent com- 
mon in our Hedges, with a porſonous Flu- 
id at the Baſe of its large Teeth, which 
makes its Bite bring on terrible Conſe- 
quences. It is like the common Snake in 
Size and Figure, but is diſtinguiſhed by a 
broad undulated Line of Black, that runs 
down the Back; and by the Smallneſs of 
its Tail. They are brought alive to the 
Markets, and are uſed freſh and dried, 
though in Truth the dried ones have little 
Virtue. They are cordial and reſtorative. 
The beſt Way of taking them is in Broth. 


VITRIOLA. Jitriols, Mineral Salts 


found naturally cryſtallized in the Earth, or 
ſeparated by Art from Waters : They have 
two Metals only for their Origin, Iron and 


Copper. In the Earth there are a great Va- 


riety of them, from the Admixture of the 
two; bur in the Shops we ſee only three 
Kinds, theſe are the b/ue, the green, and the 
white Vitriol. 

Blue 


— 
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Blue Vitriol is a Salt in regular Cryſtals, 
of a rhomboidal Form. It is not found native 
any where, but is obtained by evaporating 
the Water of certain Springs, which have 
paſſed over Copper Ores, or through Veins 
of that Metal. This is never given inward- 
Iy, but it is of great Uſe in outward Appli- 
cations, as a gentle Eſcharotick. 

Green Vitriol owes its Origin to Iron as 
blue does to Copper ; it is found native in 
the German Mines, in Form of Icicles and 
Cruſts upon the Walls, but the greateſt 
Part of what we uſe is obtained by boiling 
the, common Pyrites which is picked up on 
the Sea-Shores for that Purpoſe, it is called 
Copperas : From this is made the Spirit and 


we 


Fog 


Oil of Vitriol by Diſtillation; and the Remain- 

der of this Diſtillation being burnt, makes 
the purple ſtyptick Powder called Colcothar. 

| White Vitriol is found native in the Mines 
of Saxony, in Form of Icicles, or of Cruſts 

upon the Rocks, or duſty Effloreſcences. 

It is a Vitriol of Iron, with a ſmall Admix- 

ture of Zink. The green Vitriol is in irre- 

| gular 


\ 


C\ 


A flat, ſhelly Subſtance of the Breadth and 
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gular Cryſtals ; the white is in Cakes in the 
Shops: They diſſolve it, and evaporate 
the Solution to Dryneſs, for it will not ſhoot. 
It is an Emetick and Styptick. 


UNGUIS ODORATUS. Sweet Hoof. 


Thickneſs of a Shilling, of ayellowiſh brown, 
and ſometimes purpliſh ; marked with cir- 
cular Lines, and without Smell or Taſte, 
The Sweetneſs of its Smell, according to 
which the Ancients named it, was not na- 
tural to it, but it uſed to be brought to 
them among aromatick Drugs, and it got 
their Smell and retained it a long Time. It 
is the Operculum or Covering of a Shell of 
the Wilk Kind: It was ſuppoſed cordial 
and alexipharmick, but its Virtues were i- 
maginary. It is now quite neglected. - 


UNGULA ALCES. Elks Hoof. The 
Hoof of the hinder Foot of the Elk on the 
left Side, is kept in the Shops, and Super- 
ſtition and Credulity have led People many 

Ages 


* 
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Ages, to believe it poſſeſſed Virtues not to 

be found in the other Hoofs. The Elk is a 
large Creature of the Stag Kind, common 
in the Northern Countries. Its Hoof has 
been ſuppoſed a Specifick againſt the Epi- 
lepſy, but Reaſon ſays, and Experience con- 
firms, that it has the Virtues of other Ani- 
mal Hoofs and Horns, and no more. 


__ URTICA. The Nettle. A Plant diſtin- 
guiſhed by its ſtinging the naked Fleſh, and, 
too common to need Deſcription. The 
young Shoots are brought to Markets, and 
eaten in Broths againſt ſcorbutick Diſorders, 
with Succeſs, The Juice of the Root is cele- 


brated againſt Hzmorrhages, but little uſed. 


W. 


WINTERANUS CORTEX. Winter” 
Bark. A Bark that comes over rolled up 
in Tubules in the Manner cf Cinnamon, 
but leſs regular. It is greyiſh on the Out- 
fide, and brown on the inner : Properly it 


is the double Bark . of the Branches of the 
Tree 
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Tree from which it is taken, the outer of 
which is greyiſh, the other brown: The 
Cinnamon being only the inner Bark of the 
Tree which affords it. The inner Bark of 
this has moſt of the Virtue. It is of an a- 
romatick Smell and acrid Taſte. The Tree 
which produces it, reſembles the Bay, and 
is common in the warmer Parts of America. 
We ſeldom meet with the true Cortex Win- 
teranus, they generally ſell the Canella Aba 
for it. It is ſtomachick, cordial and ſudo- 
rifick, and is excellent in Rheumatiſms and 
in Palſies. 


| | 3 | 

XANTHIUM. #he leſſer Burdock. A 
wild Plant brought entire to Market. The 
Stalk is juicy, the Leaves oblong and ſharp 
pointed, and of a yellowiſh Green. The 
Flowers are inconſiderable, but the Fruit is 
is a rough Capſule containing a ſingle Seed, 
from this roughneſs of the Fruit it has been 
called a Kind of Burdoct, though not in the 


leaſt allied to that Plant. The Juice 1s re- 
* com- 


276 BOERHAAVE' 2 E. 


commended greatly againſt the King's Evil, 
but it is not uſed. 


Z. 
_ ZAFFERA. Zafer. A hard, heavy, 
ſtony Subſtance, uſed by the Artificers in 4 
the Pottery, and not known in Medicine. It 
has been ſuppoſed a native Stone, but it is 
really a Kind off Smalt, though not exactly 
the ſame Thing. It is made by mixing one 
Part of calcined Cobalt, with three Parts, or 
ſomewhat leſs, of calcined Flints, both re- 
duced to Powder, and ſprinkling them with 
Water; they thus concrete together into a 
ſtony Subſtance, which is Zaffer. It has 
been recommended as an Eſcharotick, but 


It 1s not uſed. ( 
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- ZEDOARIA. Zedeary. A Root brought 

to us from the Eaſt, in longiſh and round- 
in Pieces, and thence they are diſtinguiſhed 
into two Kinds, the long and the round Ze- 
Heary, but this is an idle Diſtinction, both 
being the Root of the ſamc Plant. They 


arc 


quent about Rivers in the Eaſt-Indies. It is 
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are hard, heavy, irregular on the Surface, 
of a browniſh grey on the Outſide, and 
whitiſh within; of an aromatick Smell, and 
acrid bitteriſh Taſte with ſome Savour of 
Camphire. The Plant which affords it has 
flaggy Leaves and little Flowers, and is fre- 


a Stomachick, and is good in Cholicks and 


in nervous Complaints, in Powder or In- 
fuſion. 


ZERUMBETHA. Zerumbeth. A long 
thick, irregular Root, of a yellowiſh Colour 
on the Outſide, and greyiſh within, of a 
ſtrong, agreeable, aromatick Smell, and a 
ſharp, pleaſant, ſpicy Taſte. We have it 
from the Eaſt-Indies. It is the Root of a 
Plant deſcribed under the Name of broad 
leaved Ginger, or wild Ginger, wa flaggy 
Leaves and little Flowers in Spikes, ari- 
ſing from ſeparate Parts of the Root. It is 


an excellent Carminative, Cordial and Sts: 
machick. | 
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ZIBETHUM. Civet. An Animal Juice 
of a highly perfumed Smell, fo much as to 
be offenſive. It is ſoft, unctuous, and when 
freſh, whitiſh, but it becomes brown by 
keeping. We have it from Africa, Arme- 
nia and the Eaſt- Indies. The African Kind. 
is blackiſh. It is produced in the ſame Man- „ 
ner with Muſk, in certain Bags growing 
under the Belly of the Animal. This is cal- 
led the Civet Cat, but it is rather of the 
Fox Kind; it is a beautiful and fierce Crea- 
ture. Civet is a high Cordial, and power- 
ful Sudorifick, but few can bear fo ſtrong 
a Perfume, 
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ZINCHTHUM. Zink. A Semi-Me- 
tal of a ſilvery Colour, compoſed of Plates 

not ſtriatedas Antimony. *Tis heavy, hard, , 
and when warm, a little malleable. We were 
long acquainted with it in this State, before 
we knew its Origin, we had it from the 
Eaft-Indies, under the Name of Spelter, 
without any Account of its Origin ; and 
they found it adhering to the Sides of the 
Lead 
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Lead Furnaces at Gaſſelaer in Saxony, with- 
out knowing how it came there, it has been 
diſcovered ſince that Calamine is its Ore. It 
may be ſeparated from al! Calamine, Care 
being taken that it does not fly off in the 
Operation, for it'is volatile, It has alſo the 
6 Effect of Calamine : Mixed with Copper 
t makes Braſs. It is much uſed by Arti- 

ficers, and the Flowers made from it by 
| | common Sublimation are like Tutty, but 
better for Diſorders of the Eyes, 


ZINZIBER. Ginger. A Root kept by 

the Grocer, rather than the Druggiſt ; tu- 
berous, irregular, crooked and flattiſh ; 
browniſh on the Outſide, yellowiſh within, 
and of an acrid Taſte. It is the Root of 
a Plant, frequent in the Eaſt and Weſt-In- 
lies, with great flaggy Leaves, and little 
white Flowers on ſeparate Stalks. Beſides 
this dry Ginger, we receive it preſerved in 
Syrup. Either Way it is an excellent Sto- 
machick. It aſſiſts Digeſtion, diſpels Flatus, 
and cures the Cholick, It is alſo good a- 


againſt 
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38 Diſorders of the Head and Nerves ; 
and is an Ingredient in many of the Shop * 
— 


